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4 remarkable inſtance of Sue The 
triuph of prudence: and the courſe © 
WILLs AN when he had received 2 | 
reward of his good n nature. 


"FILLS had not been much at home 

| during his endeavours to releaſe | 
Belton. This alarmed his aunt, as well 
from her regard to his perſonal ſafety, as 
her fear leſt he ſhould follow evil courſes, 
and run into extravagance: and indeed he 
could not have taken, in her opinion, „ 
more evil courſe, than that which led to the 
ſpending of his money. The noble captain 
Mac Gregor, who Was now become a con- 
ſtant viſitor, „ and received on the footing 
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of an old acquaintance, or rather, an in. 
timate friend, did not fail to improve theſe 
notions; which Miſs Kingley no ſooner con- 


ceived, than ſhe communicated to him. 
This was what Mac Gregor aimed at. To 


be made a confidant in the family, was a 


token of importance: he failed not to im- 
prove the circumſtance, and at laſt became 
neceſſary to Miſs Kingley, on whom our 
Judicious reader will, no doubt, perceive, 
that he had caſt the eye of deſire: but whe- 
ther bis affection proceeded. from his fond- 


neſs for the lady, or the greatneſs of her 


fortune, we leave to him to dete 


is our buſineſs to relate facts only. | Wills, 


in order to releaſe Belton, had mortgaged 
one hundred pounds per annum. He knew 


that he ſhould never be in his aunt's good 
' graces again, if ſhe came to the knowledge 
of this circumſtance.: he therefore determin. 
ed to live at home entirely, with as much 
frugality as poſſible, and to apply himſelf -' 
totally to his ſtudies, This reformation in 
bis manners pleaſed his aunt much, and he 


was beginning to win upon her again: for 


ſhe thought his conduct, which was in rea- 
lity the effect of neceſſity, a tacit approba- 
tion of her principles and manners. But 
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Wills, like his father, was made the ſacri- 
fice of avarice. But it is neceſſary, for the 
reader's inſtruction, to unravel this affair, 


— 


Mac Gregor, who was a man that re- | 
garded his worldly intereſts - very, much, 


was acquainted with ſeveral of thoſe peo- 


ple, who procure. money in the city, and 


as ſometimes a man who is attentive . may 


make a lucky hit in that way, he thought 
it profitable to be known to them: beſides, 


- a8 they were not. very extravagant people, 


be could not ſpend much money in their 
company. The diſcourſe among them one 


night happened to turn upon perſonal beau- 
ty in men, and ſeveral nice diſtinctions were 
made among theſe diſcerning gentlemen, 
when one of them ſaid, he had never ſeen 

a handſomer man than a Mr. Wills, Who was 
at his office a few days before that. Mac 


Gregor cocked up bis ears at that intelligen- 
ce, and pretending not to know him, aſked 


him what manner of man he was. The 
other, in order to ſupport his opinion,, gave 
him a minute deſcription of Wills's perſon. 
 And®here we cannot help digrefling, to 


as 


. N . 


55 
this ſcene Was cen changed; and poor 


aſſure our reader, that it was ſuch a one 
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as the author of a certain voyage promiſes 
in the title of his book, where he intends 
to give his readers a minute deſcription of 
the gigantic people called Patagonians 
Mac Gregor immediately found Miſs King- 
ley's nephew in this deſcription: and the 
relator being a countryman of his, he could 
not help aſking bim what buſineſs he had 
there, The other refuſed to tell him at firſt ; 
but being over-perſuaded, and an additional 
tiff of punch called for, he divulged the 
whole affair, and informed Mac Gregor of 
every tranſaction. Wills, whom Mac Gre- 
gor confidered as his only obſtacle, was now 
in his power: but how to convince Miſs. 
Kingley that he had done this thing, was 
not eaſily contrived. He determined to 
make a bold puſh, and aſked the other - 
where the deeds were: the Scotchman told 
him, in his power. Then Mac Gregor open- 
ed his whole ſcheme to his friend; and 
giving him to underſtand what a promiſing 
proſpe& there was of his being poſſeſſed of 
all the old maid's fortune , and aſſuring bim 
that he would reward [kits very amply, 
when in his power, if he would confide in 
him, and let bim have the deeds fo®one . 
"uy only. HO were ſettled, and Mac | 

Gregor. 
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Gregor got Pollefion 4 the! deny | wii 
which he haſtened, as faſt as he could 80. 
to the preſence of his beloved, 


En 


He arrives ; there FRY A breakfaſt: | 
and Wills being retired to, his library, he 
found Miſs Kingley , very fortunately, alone. 
After the uſual ceremonies, he began to 
aſſure her of the profound reſpect he enter 
tained for her, and that his gratitude for the 
civilities he had received from her would 

not ſaffer him to ſee her intereſt prejudiced, 
or conceal any thing from her where that 
might be at ſtake. He could not have alarm- 
ed her more than by this exordium. The 
very ſound of her intereſt being prejudiced, 
awoke all her attention. She thanked him 
very heartily for his kindneſs; and aſſured 
him, on the other hand, that ſhe ſhould take 5 
every method in her power to make him an 
adequate return: but intreated to know, 
What it was that he had to reveal to her. 
That was not to be done at once. He repre-' 
ſented to her, to enhance the obligation, 
that he ſhould, through his regard for her, 

offend a friend whom he owed. many good © 
| ſervices to; but he muſt inſiſt upon a pro- 

8 mitn, never to reveal it. This ſhe inſtantly 

Bt M aſſent» | 


5 aſſented to, but yet he heſitated; and began 


* 


to apologize for the giddineſs and warmth 
of temper in young people; that great allow- 


ances ſhould be made; and he repented 
| having gone ſo far, conſidering how the 


young gentleman was ſituatec. Ah!” 


ſaid ſhe, interrupting him, my va 
has been Song ſome raſh thing Ph 


4 There's no eſcaping your penetration, | 


6 Madam,“ ſaid the captain; it is but too 


true: and it goes to my heart, to think 8 
„that I ſhould accuſe him of Paying ſo 
„ little attention to pena” N 

9 25 Ab! Sir,” Laid 2 eagerly; « what has | 
he done? Nuns 


. 1 * to tell you, „ Madam; but you 


4 muſt ae not to be angry With bim. * 


Let me Pts inftantly * aid he, | 
"ved * the higheſt W ap doubt and 


: e anſwered, by putting the 


deed into her hands; which, when ſhe un- 


derſtood the ſignification of, her rage was 


— 


obliged to calm her tranſports, to prevent 


her informing poor Wills of it at once. 


8 


He repreſented to her, that he ſhould act 
cautiouſly, and not expoſe him to the re- 


proaches of her nephew, who would very 


juſtly accuſe him of being an incendiary; 


when nothing in the world would have N 
made him guilty of ſuch an act, but his 


friendſhip for her, and that ſhe might be 


a witneſs of the bad uſe he made of his 


fortune, Her tranſports ſubſided, and ſhe 
fubmitted entirely to the guidance of Mac 
Gregor. They then entered into a con- 


Fultation how to break the matter to him, 
and were puzzling themſelves to find out 


8 to what purpoſe. this immenſe ſum could 
be applied. Mae Gregor inſinusted, that 


it might be for the ſupplying ſome favourite 


| : „ 
not to be expreſſed. Mac Gregor was 


girl; for Wills had not been more finely - 


dreſſed than ordinary lately, nor had he 
been ſeen with much money about him; 


therefore this conjecture was - eſtabliſhed, _ 


Ah the lewd villain!” ſaid Miſs King- 


ley, *L will be even with him: fear me 


* res” 


But, Madam, conſider me.” 
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Pepend upon it, my dear captain, 
< your ſafety is as dear to me as my own.” 


He. depatted , to return the deed, of 


5 which he had made ſuch notable uſe, into 


the hands of his friend; and ſhe, to ru- 


minate on this adventure, and to deter- 
mine how ſhe ſhould proceed with her un- 
. fortunate nephew, who never dreamed of 


the ſtorm that was brewing. — And here 


we cannot help offering a conjecture, that 
it was more from the apprehenſion that 
Wills would take a proper perſonal ſatis- 


faction from Mac Gregor for interfering in 


his affairs, than from the verbal odium or 


ſcandal that might be thrown upon him by 


a ſet of people whom he deſpiſed moſt heart- 


1 ily, called the honeſt and generous part 
of the world, that he inſiſted upon Miſs 


Kingley's keeping the part he bore, in diſ- 


. cloſing this affair, a ſecret. 


Aſter a. filent dinner on the part of the 
-aunt, and not very entertaining to Wills, 


ben the things were removed, and the 


ſervant gone, ſhe aſked him, whether he 
had given over all thoughts of Miſs Col- 


 lins, He aſſured her J With great truth, 


that 
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| that he had. © And have you formed no 
<« other conneftion, Frank? Fe | 
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« ein in the world, Madan 


1 


7 e 8 
„Come,“ ſays ſhe, 51 know young 
men can't live without a miſtreſs; It is 
Sexcuſable: I am fure you are paying 
l your addreſſes to (oinebody: . 


4 


i a — 
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7 "AMP heart i is n diſengaged.” . 


+ 


1 Then het have you been doing: ſo 
« often in London "Ay ve. | 


«Buſineſs, indeed, i Ry took 1 me 
« _— and not nn e 0 


«What, I ſuppoſe you were looking 1 
out for a proper place for yourſelf. It is 
«very commendable truly. [He remained PT 
_ Kent] Was it ack faid ſhe. _ „ 


. He mk that i it + was not. 


How comes that about? an I imagin- 
„ed, by your raiſing four hundred pounds, 
Me Jou were going to e ſome pro- 
Wen 1 3 F fitable 
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«fitable place, or procure yourſelf ſome 
employment without my knowledge. — 
„J am ſure it muſt be ſo, or you 
& could never have occaſion for ſo much 
ws money. 2 


Wills knew not what to anſwer, ac- 
cuſtomed from his infancy never to be 
guilty of a breach of truth, He had no 
notion of denying the fa&, or concealing 
his motives for doing it, hes: he found her 
acquainted with what he had done. Tt 
was a thunder-ſtroke to him; for he would 
have done every thing in his power to have 
kept it from her knowledge, as he well 
knew that, in her preſent diſpoſition, * 
Would infallibly be his utter ruin, Tis 
 Gyery true, Madam, that I have done ſo; 

«and I ſhould be very glad to Know how 
0 reached you.” 


- That you hall never know, But pray 
«for what purpoſe did you raiſe this im- 
menſe ſum of money 7 e oa 


4 For the beſt of purpoſes; to relieve 
« honeſty and virtue from want and ruin,” 
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* 
ce 1 fappaſs you have got undeniable ſe- 
i curity for your money.” 


% 


A never thought of it.” 


I wonder how you could attempt to 
e diſpoſe of ny property, without my con- 
5 5 ſent. 1 


1 thought, Madam, your had given - 3M 
i that eſtate to me.” | | ; | 


«But did not I redeem it before, Sir? 
6 pray let me hear on whom you haye 
-., 66 ſquangered this ſum of money.” 


; Wills related che ory partly: for he 
_ concealed the names, and their preſent ſitua- 
tion, leſt his aunt ſhould take it into her 
Head to go to them: but he enlarged on their 
diſtreſſed and miſerable ſituation, and de- 
_ ſcribed the horrors of their priſon, with 
an eloquence and a particularity that would 
have melted any heart that was not ſteeled % 
/ by avarice, 
And ſo, Sir,” ſaid me to 3 has F 
he had fniſhed, *it is upon raſcally agents, 
5 1 2 ; and ” 


and pretented ſaints, that you beſtow 
« your money. I did not imagine that 
« your eſtate was ſufficient to ſupport you, 
„ and pay off other peoples debts. - How- 
«eyer, I am very glad to hear it is; and 
* ] have no doubt but it will encreaſe in 
„ſuch good hands as yours; therefore,” 
added ſhe, it would be very ridiculous 
ein me to maintain you; who can main- 
«tain other people. I think Mr. Wills, 


' the leaſt you could have done was, to 


© have acquainted me with this intention of 


 *yours; and if money was to be raiſed to 


pay any bodies debts, it ſhould be your 
n, for I have expended a great deal of 
© money on you; but as that is paſt, and 
* now loſt for ever, I ſhall think nothing of 
Leit: but I muſt do myſelf juſtice, - The 


money | laid out on your education and 


other things I won't mind; but I am de- 
© termined to be paid the money which I ad- 
*yanced to take up the mortgage on your 
*eſtate. Here is the account: and you ſee, 
after making all allowances, there re- 
mains five hundred forty - nine pounds, 
* ſeventeen ſhillings and ſix pence due to 
* me. Now, as it would diſtreſs you to 
pay it all at once, I. will conſent to 
> | EI | . take 


* 


7 5 > 


| 5 
«take it by ſeventy pounds a year, till 
«the whole is paid: and I think, in ho- 
| *nour and<Juſtice, you cannot deny me 
that. The good people whom you have 
«lent this money to, will, I have no 
doubt of it, ſoon repay you; and then 
«you will be able to clear off my debt the 
<« ſooner.” She pauſed, waiting for an an- 
wer; which Frank was not capable of giv- 
ing her. Finding him filent, ſhe added, 
Another thing I will mention; that, as 
„ your living here encreaſes my expence, 
and you have a notion of going into the 
| world; you will ſee more of it any where 
dan than 1 in this houle. ” | 
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He . bear it no lun The re- 
9 ſpect and the veneration I have for you, 
Madam, „ ſaid he, „and have ever had 
«ſince my tendereſt years; the obligations 
*I am under to you, and the grateful ſenſe 
© of them ſhall never be, effaced from my 
„heart. I will moſt readily ſubſcribe that 
= ©< agreement you propoſe, or any other. 1 
Will alſo quit your houſe, ſorry that my 
= *<condut has been ſo offenſive to you, as to 
make my exile from it neceſſary to your | 
happineſs: but you will give me leave to 
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ce ſay, that whoever informed vou of this 
« affair, was no friend to either of us. 


That is as it may . Sir.“ 


1 


2 It is for but I am ee ignorant 
«of: the on” , | 


rg So you Mal remain, I ſhall be glad 
to ſee you to-morrow to execute this 
agreement.” She left him to his cogita- 
tous, and went top _ 


This was a ſad reverſe of affairs for poor 
Wills, who had hitherto been nurſed in 
the ſoft lap of proſperity, and bad ſeldom 
met any croſs accident, There was no op- 
| poſing the ſtorm, or ſtemming the current 
of adverſe forthe: His cloaths and books 
were ſoon packed up: he left them ready 
for removal, and went off to London to 
ſecure an habitation for himfelf. He got 
a cheap lodging in a private ſtreet; and, 
lying there that night, went to his aunt 
in the morning, figned his agreement with 
her, and, taking bis leave of her, put 
his things 5 a coach, and came to Lon- 
don. Here. we ſhall leave him for a While, 

5 . endea- 
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_ endeayouring to reconcile himſelf to his 
fate: and, in the mean time, end this, 1 
begin another chapter. . 
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In which the reader, if he. has not a 3 
memory, will be obliged to have recourſe 
10 the firſt chapter of this hiftory.. 


Mac Gregor, who now found the: caſt 
clear by the removal of young Wills, 
redoubled his aſſiduities, and was extremely 


well received by Miſs Kingley, who con- 


ſidered his taking the trouble of making 
thoſe enquiries after her nephew, as the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of his regard to her. | He 
rejoiced in the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, and 
looked on her as tolerably ſecure. Mean 
while Wills went over to ſee Belton and 
his daughter, who were anxious about him, 
and concluded, his not coming to ſee them 
| was owing to- illneſs: but their fears were 
very agreeably removed by bis preſence. 
He pleaded buſineſs of one kind or ano- 
ther to excuſe himfelf, He ſpent the day 
With them: and, "though. he endeavout- 


at * 


18 
- ed to appear as chearful and unconcern- 
ed as poſlible, yet there was a gloom 
hung over his countenance, that all his at- 
tempts at mirth could not diſſipate, This 
Was not ſo viſible to Belton, as to the pene- 


trating eyes of Sophia; whoſe heart was _ 


deeply intereſted in every. thing that con- 
cerned Wills. She repeatedly aſked him 
if be was well; ſeemed to hint he did not 
look ſo well as formerly; and ſtrove 'to be 
merry, in order to chear his ſpirits. He 
appeared pleaſed; and, upon enquiry, found 
that they had not heard from their relation 
in the country. In his way home, he 
could not help reſolving not to go ſo often 
as uſual to ſee them, I cannot,” ſaid he 
to himſelf, for the ſoul of me, fo effec- 

© tually conceal my grief and uneaſineſs at 
my prefent ſituation, but it is to be ſeen 
through; and, if they ſhould ever happen 


- *to know that it is by aſliſting them I ca- 


„me to forfeit my aunt's favour, it will 
* make them always unhappy : for that rea- 
_ ſon, I will ſee them but ſeldom.” _ 


Now it was, when 5 leſt entirely to 


himſelf, that he lamented his not being 


brought up to ſome profeſſion, or inſtructed 
e = 58 in 
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in ſome ſcience. He praiſed that injunction 


of Mahomet's, which obliges every Grand 


Signior to be taught ſome handicraft trade, 
that, in caſe he ſhould ever be depoſed, 
he may. know how to get bis bread, if 


be is reduced fo low. But it might be com- 


manded for another reaſon, in order to em- 
ploy the mind of the monarch in a profit- 
able manner for his ſubjects; and that, by 
knowing how much labour was beſtowed 
on the different articles neceſſary and uſeful 


in life, he ſhould ſpare the, taxation * 


them. 


Not being always RR to amuſe him-, 
ſelf with bis books, he. frequented a neigh- 


bouring coffeehouſe, where he ſoon picked 
up many acquaintances of his own age: but 
as they were generally too extravagant for 


his ſcheme of life, for he determined never 


to run in debt, he dropped moſt of them. 
However, hab weve two or three who, 
from a ſimilarity of circumſtances and tem- 


per, he ſelected, and made his friends. 
Of theſe Jack Allen and Tom Lawſon were 
the chief. Allen's father was a man of 


property in the north of England, and Jack 
| his _ ſon ; 'but having been extravagant, 


5 5 1 
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in conſequence - of his good nature and 
the eaſineſs of his temper, the father refuſed 
to pay his bills; and Jack had lived in 
continual dread of the bailiffs - for ſome 
months before that. This was an additional 
recommendation to Wills; who did all he 
could to aſſiſt him. Lawſon was depen- 
dent upon a mother, who little regarded 
bim; but to whoſe jointure he muſt ſue- 
ceed on her death. In the mean time he 
_ ©endured the bitter gripes of ſmarting po- 
«yerty.” Wills, from the fiſty pounds a 
year that was left him, could ill ſupply 
their wants; but, as far as he could, he 
was always ready and willing. He did not 
forget Belton and his daughter entirely. It 
Was near a month ſince he had been there; 
and his inability to aſſiſt them, in caſe they 
| ſhould have wanted any thing, prevented 
his going over to them ſooner. Upon his 
enquiring for them, he was informed they 
were gone away, 05 had left a letter "oe. 
him: it Was as follows. ? 


by Sir. 

9 8 I have no other means of inform- 
Z Ling vou of 15 e than by 
«leay= 
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„leaving this letter for you, being unac- 
< quainted with your addreſs, I take this 
„method to let you know, that I have re- 
« ceived an invitation, in the moſt cordial 
and affectionate manner, from that rela- 
„ tion you heard me mention, to go and 
live with her. I go aut of town to- mor- 
*row morning, and ſhould have been hap- 
« py in embracing my benefa&or before I 
* left London. Both Sophy and I lament 
* exceedingly our being denied that plea- 
*ſare: but hope you will let us know, 
„now and then, as convenient to you, 
how you do. If I ſhould be once more A 
* proſperous in the world, it will give mne 
< infinite ſatisfaction to repay you thofe | 
<*ſams you ſo generouſly advanced for me: 
= © but we can do nothing elſe at preſent than ; 
= © offer up our prayers to the giver. of al! 
„good things, to ſhower down his bleſ- | 
L ſings on you, and to continue them long. 


= © <Permit me to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
5 


4 Ms «Your ever grateful 
2 "” and devoted evil 


| _ *RoperT BxL TON. 
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ON He found, by the FR of the letter, 
that they had been gone near a fortnight: 
this pleaſed him much; for it removed 

them from beholding his neceſſities: and 

it was out of his power to help them: he 
therefore thought this a lucky accident. 

However, he did not fail to acquaint them 

with the retelpt; of their letter, and aſſure 

N them of hie ee and . | 


Much as he had falfored from his atten- 


tion and readineſs to ſerve the needy and 


diſtreſſed, it did not at all prevent him 
from exerciſing his humanity as far as his 
narrow circumſtances would admit. Walk- 
ing one afternoon in one of the new ftreets 
at the outſkirts of London, he heard the 
ſound of haſty ſteps after him: he turned 
about, and ſaw, at a little diſtance behind 

him, an elderly man, - but poorly dreſſed, 

who had nevertheleſs an air of gentility, 
which appeared through his tattered habit. 
Curioſity induced him to turn about: and 


When he had ſatisfied himſelf who it was 


that followed him, he purſued his courſe. 
As he walked but ſlowly; the perſon be- 
fore deſcribed, ſoon overtook him, He 
Joined him, and, Pulling off his hat, en- 
ns en „ treat 


treated bis pardon for addreſſing bim. 


Wills returned his falute, and told him he 
' ſhould be glad to know how he could ſerve 


T him. £1100 Sir ſaid the ſtranger, 641 hope 


«you will not be offended at my ſpeaking 


to you; but neceſſity compels me to it. 
„I have had the honour of bearing his 
« majeſty's. commiſſion, I ſerved all the 


hed 


« laſt war, I was in ſuch a regiment, was 


«at St. Cas at the unfortunate deſcent there. 


„ was in America, and in ſeveral other 
places. My commanders can give ample 


* teſtimonies of my behaviour. I received 
five wounds, and have ſhed my blood in 


« the ſervice of my king and country. But 
„hen the peace was concluded, the regi- 


« ment that I belonged to was 008 and 


„my half. pay was all I had to ſupport a 
wife and four children. I experienced ma- 


ny wants, and have been driven to many # 


« ſhifts, before I could thus ſubmit to aſk 
"RY charity. It was the day before yeſter- 
day that I ſold the lace off my laſt coat, 


*to procure food for my infants, I made : 


* bold to ball you my unhappy ſituation. 


Make no r Sir bid Wills, 
his heart hann with anguiſn at the re- 
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cital of the ſtory, told with a great deal of 


ſimplicity, and by a man whoſe conſcious 


pride and honour prevented his ſpeech, and 
almoſt choaked his utterance: I would to 
God my abilities were equal to my wiſhes 


to ſerve you. They are not: but if you 


ee ill meet me at ſeven o'clock to morrow 


evening at ſuch a coffee-houſe, we may 
& think of ways and means of doing ſome- 
< thing to extricate you from your imme- | 


| < diate diſtreſs. In the mean time, Sir, do 


„me the favour to accept of this trifle.” 1 
© have but four ſhillings in my pocket, and 
«there are three of them.“ 


. returned the officer, wy hd: 
«you; and left you ſhould think me an 


L impoſtor, though my lodgings are not 


far off, if you will do me the honour to 
go with me there, I will convince you of 
4 the truth of what 1 ſay. N 


No, Sir, I cannot go now; but T ſhall 


" hope to meet you to morrow evening.” 


« You ſhall, Sir; „ and taking his leave 
very politely, 'he departed, leaving poor 
Wills very much dejected from ſuch a dif- 


_ agreeable rencounter. e 


f | He 


* 


larly hard, that an officer who had ſpent 


tute in his old age, with the additional mi- 
ſery of ſeeing a wife. and children ftarving 
along with him: he lamented, that he had 


gry with himſelf, that he did not give him 
all he had. Theſe thoughts employed him 
till he returned to the coffee-houſe to rexly. 
the papers, and the diſcourſe happening to 
turn upon objects of charity, Wills relat- 
ed what had befallen him', only conceal- 
ing what he had given. Sir,“ ſaid a 
ſagacious old fellow, who nevertheleſs did 
not ſeem to have much humanity in his 
compoſition, and who was fitting in a 


| ſcribing the particulars of his perſon and 
| __ 


| Will anſwered , he wore ſuch things, 2 


„Well then, young 3 this 
« fame officer told me the ſame ſtory a 


185 "year and a half ago; 5 an Pl engage he 
= e * picks 


25 
He conld not help thinking it particu- 
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his youth, and perhaps his fortune, in the 
ſervice of his country, ſhould be left deſti- 


| fo little money in his pocket; and was an- 


corner of the room, © had not this officer ; 
an old blue coat on? “. and went on de- 


picks up a very good livelihood by it: 
but officers are his particular prey: they 
K aſſiſt him liberally, and I believe the 
9 fellow : is an n and an men: 


RET Ah, Sir nid Wills, < jade: not 0 | 
| bendiy of him; he bore all the marks of 
' Ereal diſtreſs, and to morrow __— he 
* to meet me Dove.” 2 | 
1 If he a * replied the * 1 will f 
7 t . my opinion of him; but be aſſured 
„ he will not: thoſe marks of _—_ are 
*: waar ed. 5 | 


* 


Wills was 25 80 furprized 1 he 
found that no officer came. The old gen- 
tleman was waiting alſo there to ſee the 

| Iſſue of his prediction, which he found 
verified. ©] believe, Sir,” ſaid Wills, 
«you were right; but I ſhould be very 
*ſorry to think that, becauſe a man may 
* be impoſed upon two. or three times, he 
« ſhould "ſuppoſe all in diſtreſs are impoſ- 

tors, and refuſe to aſſiſt them.” Thus 
ended that adventure, and yet Wills did 
not at all find himſelf leſs ſuſceptible of 
2 the calls of. Wer 


. — 


His 


His friend Allen now. 3 in need of = 
His circumſtances grew more defpe. 


_ and when he ventured abroad, it was 


in manifeſt danger of his liberty. In a 
cabinet council that was beld at Wills's 
lodgings, it was reſolved upon, that he 
ſhould go down to the country to his fa- 


ther, who might be ſoftened into compaſ. 
ſion by his preſence: but how he ſhould 
go was the queſtion. He had a journey of 
near two hundred miles to take and not a 
ſhilling i in his pocket. Wills, whoſe whole 
ſtock was ſamewhat leſs than four guineas, 
offered it to him; and propoſed travelling 
with the waggon, as the cheapeſt and moſt 
private method. This was alſo agreed on, 
and Tom Lawſon and Wills eee 
him to the inn where the waggon was to 
put up the firſt night, and where our reader 


found them thoroughly wet in the firſt 


chapter of this moſt delightful hiſtory. 
And as they have been aſleep for a long 
while, it is ** time to Waken ſome of 


Vol. II. 
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; W offered why this Should be wy, ey. 
ed and conſequently read, as the third 
chapter of this hiſtory, WIL Ls's four-= 

ney; the accident that befel him, _ 

. the conſequences oF it. ; 


'E have now given our reader a full 
account of Frank Wills and his com- 
panions, whom we introduced him to ſo 
very abruptly in the beginning of this hiſto- 
ry. But if he ſhould be diſpleaſed at being 
carried ſuch a round-about way, he may 
ſkip over all the intermediate chapters be- 
tween the ſecond and the latter end of the 
one preceding this, and will learn, that it 
was only to. accompany a friend that he 
got ſo heartly wet, and walked fo far. 
And in this practice of boldly plunging into 
the middle of affairs, we are ſupported by 
the authority of the moſt reſpectable names 
of antiquity; no leſs than Homer, and his 
- ſucceſſor in bays, Virgil. It was their cu- 


ſtom to ſet the reader down in the midſt of 


the tumults and burry of the work, and 
let him 85 out as he could, though it muſt 
be 


4 — Hs hated 108 A little: and 
K for this reaſon is it, that ſome ſch»olmaſters, 


and in particular be, who had the honour 


| . 555 inftrufting the laborious author of theſe 


never. enough to be admired. memoirs, make 
their boys read the ſecond and third Æneids 


of Virgil, before they touch on the firſt, 
© Tf: our courteous reader has a mind to com- 


ply with this cuſtom, he need only inſtead 
of chapter twenty-two, call this e 
; three, and " on: the Borg, 


About thres relock in the morning, 
Allen, who lay in the ſame room with 


Wills, was awakened by the waggoner; 


and Wil 


having given him all the money 


in his pocket, except ſix ſhillings, he ſhook 


hands with him and Lawſon, and bad them 
farewel. He departed, and toy: compoſed 
themſelves to fleep, which they enjoyed 


till ſeven o'clock, when they roſe in or- 
der to return to town. , A more charming 


morning was never ſeen: and the proſpect 


of an agreeable walk, compenſated for 


the trouble and fatigue of the 2 


evening: but the waters were out, and 


the "whale country ſeemed almoſt OVer- 
flowed: o heavy a fall of rain had not 


S been | 
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been known for a long time. However, 
our travellers ſet forward, and finding a 
| path 1 in the fields, that the heat of the ſun 
had dried a little, they purſued their courſe, 
Their converſation turned chiefly upon poor 
Allen, who had left them; and they were 
not ſparing in their good wiſhes for his 
ſucceſs. As the high road ran through a 
hollow way between two little bills, on 
one of which was the path they kept, they 
could ſee the road for a good way before 
them, and perceived a poſt-chaiſe at a little 
diſtance, in which were three women, ap- 
proaching to a very large and pid ſtream 
of water that ran acroſs the road. They 
had juſt entered it as Wills and is com- 
panion drew near it on the other ſide; 
but they ſecured their paſſage by a wooden 
bridge that was thrown over it in that part 
of the fields. The horſe who was in the 
ſhafts was very young and ſkittiſh, -and 
finding the ſtream of water bear ſo hard 
_ againſt him, was frightened; and began to 


rear and plunge. The horſe on which the 


driver rode, who did not ſeem poſſeſſed of 


much {kill or cleverneſs, was terrified at the : 


noiſe and ſplaſhing of the water, and began 
to be reſty too. The ladies, who had rea- 
By. | ſon. 


31 
ſon to be apprehenſive of danger, Ciel | 


out ; and as the water then ran through 
the bottom of the chaiſe, they held their 


feet up againſt the front of it, to prevent 


their being wetted. Wills ſaw there was 
manifeſt danger: and if the carriage had 
been overſet, nothing leſs than a miracle 
could have ſaved their lives. *Lawſon,” 
. ſaid he, let us ſave thoſe poor girls from 

being drowned: follow me.” He ruſhed 
down the hill ſwift as lightning, and, ſpring- 
ing over the fence and a broad ditch, plung- 
ed into the water to the door of the chaiſe, 
which he inſtantly opened. Seizing the 
lady who was next to bim, he deſired her 
without ceremony to truſt herſelf to him, 
Which ſhe did; and he ſoon conveyed her 
to dry land. He again returned, and de- 
| firing the next lady to make uſe of his arm, 
he took her, and ſoon placed her by her 
| companion, Lawſon, who was by this 
time at his back, took the other lady in 
his arms, and reſtored. her in alety to her 4 


friends. 


Wills was entirely OE with his fair 5, 
charge, whom he till held in his arms: 


for through extreme terror or opprehenſion, 0 


| the fainted away. And Wills, in his con- 
dition, dropping wet, was but badly qua- 
| lified' to hold her; but he could not for 
his ſoul think of parting. with her from his 
embrace. She was, as were the other two 
ladies, in mourning, which only ſerved to 
ſet off the tranſparent whiteneſs of her ſkin 
in a more advantageous manner. Her ſhape 
was exquiſitely fine. Her limbs, which 
Wills, in the diſorder he took her from . 
the carriage, had an opportunity of obſery- 
ing, were formed in the moſt elegant pro- 
portion. Her ſnowy boſom, that roſe tu- 
multuouſly beneath the gauze that ſhadow- 
ed it, as ſhe recovered, created unknown, 
and hitherto unexperienced tranſports in the 
breaſt of Wills. The ghaſtly paleneſs of 
death had ſpread over her countenance dur- 
ing her fit, from which ſhe: was ſoon reco- 
vered by the aſſiduities of her aunt and 
coufin, who were her companions, But 
when ſhe opened her eyes, languid as they 
were from her illneſs, they ſhewed ſuch 
glories to Wills, that be ſurrendered an 
heart, he could no longer maintain poſſeſ- | 
ſion of. to her. When ſhe came a little 
to herſelf, ſhe gently diſengaged herſelf 
from x the: arms of the ſtranger who held her. 
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Ihe recolle&ion of her ſituation with him, 
tinged her cheeks with a faint bluſh, and 
beigbtened thoſe beauties that were but too 

powerful for him before. Mrs. Kelſal, for 

that was the aunt's name, was the firſt who 
Was compoſed enough to return the gentle- 
men thanks for their humanity and bravery, 

10 venturing their own lives for the preſer- 

vation of theirs, Miſs Hartourt, who was 

the lady that Wills took ſuch a delight in 
beholding, joined in the compliment in ſo 
genteel and polite a manner, with ſuch pro- 
priety and grace, that he conceived as good 
an opinion of her underſtanding, as he had 
expreſſed admiration at her beauty. His 
reply was ſuch as contributed alſo to give 
her a favourable notion of her deliverer. 

Humanity, Madam, firſt induced me to 

“go to your aſſiſtance; and I am truly 

«happy in having reſcued ſo much beauty 


ce from any diſaſter. To effect it, I would 2 


< riſque my life at any time.“ While he : 
ſpoke, ſhe could not avoid taking notice 
of the perſon who addreſſed her. His figu- 
re, as the reader has been acquainted be- 
| fon. was ſuch as might inſpire love; and 
bis eyes were animated with extraordinary 
ans. while he ſpoke to her. The other 
0 4 ladies 
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| rejoin it, 
horſeback came up, who had ſtaid behind 


: round. e 
ter under his protection, while Wills fol- 
lowed with Miſs Harcourt, 

of the wetting he had got, 


have an opportunity of drying himſelf, and 


ladies were paying at that time their com- 
pliments to Lawſon, when Wills informed 
them that the carriage had paſſed the ford, 
and that he would condu& them through | 
the . fields to the road where they might 
At this time their ſervant on 


upon ſome occaſion or other; and he was 
deſired to follow the chaiſe, and prepare 
it for their reception, while they W 


| ' Lawſon took Mrs. Kelfal and her dangh- 


who expreſſed - 
in conſequence 
and begged 
him to go to ſome place where he might 


great fears for his health, 


not take the trouble to go along with them, 
who could get to the chaiſe very well. He 
_ aſſured her that he preferred her ſafety; to 
| his own health; and that he would rather 
ſpend thoſe moments in her - company, 
than procure his own convenience. I 
© ſhall part from you in a few minutes, 
Madam, ' ſaid he; „but I ſhall retain 
the temembrance of you” while I exiſt : 

1 e will 


Fd 


. « will you favour me with your name, and 
let me know where I may have the hap- 


35 


Bol pineſs of ſeeing you again. Perhaps, | 
«if you will permit me, I may have the 


e honour of aſſuring you of =—_ en To 


*and paſſion,” 1 b 


8 1 cannot refuſe that ſmall favour to a 
« gentleman who, has rendered me fo ſignal 
«a ſervice, My name is Juliet Harcourt : 


44 my father lives near Nantwich; and I 


am ſure he will be very glad to ſee a 


6 gentleman who has ſaved his re 


«life, L | f g ö — : | 5 — 


«Thanks, ten thouſand thanks, for this 
* favour: but will you excuſe my pre- 


» ſumption, if I ſhould aſk you another 


queſtion. Is your heart or your hand 


i engaged, that, ſhould 1 aſpire at the ho- 
© nour of obtaining either, I might have 


*an equal chance of ſucceſs with ay body 
einne | 


T will alfo anſwer that queſtion,” , re- 


plied the adorable Juliet, with a ſmile. of 
e 1 u 7 It is not.” | 
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«Nay £4 be permitted to hope „ 


©] ſhall be glad 0 0 you, Sir, at 
Nantwich.” 90 * 


They were now arrived at the carriage 
that was to ſeparate them. Lawſon had 
already put the two ladies i in. Wills preſ⸗ 


ſed Juliet's hand in his, while he ſtood 
Waiting to perform the ſame office for her. 


She looked up to him, to return him thanks 


again for his kindneſs, and ſaw a tear ſtand 


in his eye: her ſpeech was checked. She 
permitted him to hand her into the chaiſe, 
and he pulled off his bat and bowed to 
them, without ſpeaking a word. T hey 

kiſſed their hands, as the poſt- boy, crack. 
ing his whip, drove off, 


Wills W RY the carriage with bis 


eyes: : he was rooted to the ſpot on which 
he ſtood, Lawſon ſpoke to him. His ſen- 
ſes were too much abſorbed, in thinking on 


the lovely obje& he had juſt parted from, 


to be able to attend to any thing elſe. His 
friend did not like ſtanding Rill in bis wet 
'cloaths. Wills never felt the leaſt inconve- 


nience by * Layſon , by giving him an 
5 | hearty 


37 


Wende ſhake, drew bil "from! his reverie, 
Which Was very pleaſing, and which good 
office he was not very thankful for. * What 
is the matter, ene e TY 


Ll 


ad «7. erin g with colin my wet 

* cloatils, while you are gaping after that 

„ chaiſe: I wiſh you would let us walk on 

eto the top of the hill, to dry; ms + 
« and get a me x 


. 1 We it will be neceſſary WE replied | 
Wills; and Pl. Wr e which 
he ee, 9 did. W. e 


| But it is e to „ the mak; | 
that the carriage that bore. away his heart, 
had juſt ſunk beneath a hill, and he loft. 
ſight of it; or elſe he would not have .com- 
plied fo. readily - - with his companion's pro- 
poſal of walking forward. They proceed- 
ed at a good round pace, and. ſoon reached 
the houſe at the top of the hill, where they 
' procured ſome refreſhment; and having 
dried themſelves, purſued their journey, 
Without any other accident happening, But 
Wills's whole converſation turned on his 
een Juliet: he indulged himſelf in 
e the 
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| conje ctured he 


boured. Frequently did he demand Law- 
be had ſeen any thing half ſo lovely, It 


Was in vain for him to ſay he had: for Wills 
found out new charms in her, every mo- 


not to be ſo much ſtruck with the lady 
 -whoſe deliverer he had been, began to feel 


very troubleſome, and propoſed to his fel - 
tremely indifferent about, till the other 


told him, it was abſolutely neceſſary for 
bis conſtitution, who was not in love, to 


They climbed up the hill to Highgate, 
and approaching one of thoſe hoſpitable 


that they afford entertainment for both 


the hopes 


of hee ber hand, a eng 
not diſagreeable to her, 


from what ſhe had ſaid to him. He formed 
the moſt. impracticable ſchemes, and en- 
tertained, at that moment, the moſt ro- 
niantic notions, that ever enamorato har- 


ſon's opinion of her, and aſk him, if ever 


ment that he thought bf her. They had, 
by this time, walked ten miles without 
ever ſtopping; and Lawſon, who. happened 


a vulgar appetite, called hunger, grow 


low traveller to bait. This Wills was ex- 


ſatisfy his appetite with more ſubſtantial 
food than the thoughts of his miſtreſs. 


manſions which declare, by their ſigns. 


man 
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man * horſe, | . cold boiled beak: 
ſecured; of which they both eat 'yery heart- 
ily: for Wills, though he never thought 
of the neceſſity of eating till he ſaw. the 
beef, did not fail to ſhew the goodneſs of 

his appetite, This meal they waſhed down 
with humble porter, and, in a ſhort time, 
arrived at their reſpective habitations: and 
when they had ſupped together, Lawſon * 
retired to take ſome reſt after his wu: 
and Wills, when he went to bed 
WN think of his dear Jul uliet. 


cn ern XXIII. 


WIIIL S' paſſion excreaſet. 4 etter.. 4 


ſtrange reſolution, and. how Put in exe- 
cution. 5 | 


Warn a Rs Wag in - the morning, ad 
fleeping very ſoundly ,: which is a 
great ſoleciſm in the conduct of a man in 
love, he began to recolle& himſelf. - He ; 
found the traces of the adventure of the 
preceding day ſtill in his brain; and he 
was but too ſenſible, for his own peace, 

| _ the image of that charming 4 was 
* 


4 — 
1 
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deeply engraven on his heart, and that ſhe 
bad already taken ſuch an hold, that f 
could not be eaſily eradicated. The affy 
.rance that ſhe had given him that ſhe was 
not engaged, [afforded him ſome hopes; 
but when he reflected on his preſent ſitua- 
tion, they all died away, It was to be 
age that ſhe was a girl of fortune, 
or. family: in either caſe he could make 
no pretenſions; if pecuniary qualifications. 
were requiſite. Then firſt it was, that 
he repined at his want of fortune, or 
thought his aunt ufed him ill. In the 
midft of theſe reflections, Lawſon came in 
upon him, and joking him for being ſo lazy, 
Wills, to excuſe himſelf, told him the ſub- 
ject of his contemplations. Lawſon owned 
that ſhe was a lovely creature, and flattered 
- Wills highly, by telling him, that ſhe 
| Teemed very well pleaſed with him, For 
three or four days Wills indulged himſelf 
in thinking on the beauteous object of his 
ma but, at laſt, he began to wiſh tg 
. Tee her; to hear her ſpeak ; - to know her 
ſentiments concerning him: 'but how to 
effect this, was a matter not eaſily deter- 
mined. Some days were alſo neceſſary to 
| ſettle that. But he Was Interrupted by a 
| letter 


* 


letter . Allen At was addreſſed both 
to Wills and Lawſon, "ang ran thus: ; 


6 How ; comes 5 that footpads vile, 
t ſhould dare to ſolicit the countenance 
c and corre ſpondance of one infinitely ſq. 
« perior, one who has been fo much ex- 
„ alted above every traveller on the road, 
«[for I don't find, that there was a paſ- 
* ſenger in any of the waggons beſides 
c myſelf] that they all looked up at him 
«with aſtoniſhment; one, who was con- 
„ ſidered as a ſuperior kind of being at 
every caſtle that was honoured with his 
* nocturnal reſidence, Can he + degrade 
«© himſelf ſo very low, as to hold commu- 
nion with peripateticks baſe? Forbid it 
© dignity! Forbid it pride!” "7 


e Hark ye, my worthy friends, this ex- 
< ordium, ſomething in the manner and 
* ſtile of my old friend ancient Piſtol, was 


„ «conceived in my carriage, where the al- 


«titude of my ſituation inſpired proportion- 
c ate ideas: but now that I am deſcended 
* from thence, my ſtile ſhall tumble down 
after me, whilſt IT, in humble phraſe, 55 

Ga round unvaruiſhed tale deliver. 
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4 When I left von, my good lads, 4 


ee mounted with an heavy beart; and, as I 


« was never fond of indulging melancholy 
u reflectiops, endeavoured to burry them in 
«ſleep: 7 8 this the noiſe and motion of 


„the carriage forbad. Thus ſituated, I 


«was dragged four and twenty miles in half 


- *the number of hours. At firſt, I imag- 
„ined that the weight of my ſpirits re- 


e tarded the progreſs of the vehicle, but 1 
find I was miſtaken; for, by the moſt 
« accurate obſervation, it appears, that we 


have proceeded with the ſame exact de- 
ee gree of velocity all the way, though my 
ſpirits have become conſiderably lighter. 


J expected to have found an agreeable 
companion in my friend Robin the driver; 
* but there I was miſtaken too: he has not 


12 been guilty of one pleaſantry ſince We met, 


except a certain facetious queſtion he puts 


„eto me at leaſt twenty times a day, viz. 


Pray, Sir, what o'clock was it, at this 

«time yeſterday ? This, though hackneyed 

«worſe than the horſe he rides, till affords 

© him infinitely more ſatisfaction and enter- 

e tainment than it does me, if I may judge 

* from th immoderate HR t accom- 
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Ag the occurrences of any © one ie day will 
give you a repreſentation of the whole 

journey, being invariably the ſame, take 
« the following. At two, -three, or four 
« o'clock in the- morning, I am called up, 
= when I generally begin the day with a 
breach of my duty as a chriſtian, diſcharg- 

„ ing a volley of damns at the unfortunate 
< wight who diſturbs me. We never ſtop. 
« five minutes from the time we ſet out in 
«the morning, until we arrive at our inn 
at vight, This is attended with one good 
_ *conſequence, namely, the ſaving of din- 
„ner; an expence that, in the preſent ſtate 
of my finances, would be intolerable: 
but this loſs is made up amply indeed at 
« ſupper, where, if we have not elegance 
« and delicacy, we have ſabſtantial plenty. 
© Certain buttocks and rumps of beef, buge 
© limbs of gigantic mutton, and ſundry 
« diſhes of divers kinds of garden ſtuff, 
< furniſh out this nocturnal repaſt; which 
de wil down with frequent potations of 
ale. We all ſup together with the family 
of the houſe at ſeven o'clock ; and till 
„nine the converſation is very brilliant, en- 
„ livened with divers interludes of n 
*yocal. And here, to my great aſtoniſh- 
Vol. II. 3 „ment, 
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© ment, I found „ that a decent ſtroke of 


* ſmut [I might with propriety have ſaid 
© indecent| gave no offence to my landla- 


«dy, her daughters , nieces, ſervant girls, 


' 6 [maids I had almoſt ſaid] their huſbands, 


es ſons, brothers, &c. Thus we ſpend the 


«day, Sirs; and the nights, the beſt way 
«we can. But let me tell you, this me- 


«thod being totally new to me, I don't 
c much reliſh it: wherefore I al take 


<a ſtretch of three or four miles a-head, and 
«refreſh myfelf with a meridian at ſome 
* good houſe, where I wait *till J am over- 
„taken again, Here ends my journal: and 
44 now, lads, prepare to hear ſomething, 
* which, if it ſurprizes you as much as it 


«has me, will make ye ſtare. Know then, 
<that, to the eternal mortification of my 


«vanity, I have not been able — would ye 


believe it? — to accompliſh a ſingle amour 
the whole way. I depended upon ſome 
« aſſiſtance from Robin; but he is not one 


«of Dame Venus's votaries, and indeed if 


che pays adoration to any Aaey whatever, 


«it is to Plutus. You cannot imagine how 


this diſappointment has lowered me in my 


own opinion. I, who have been ſuc- 


 culatul with every rank and degree, from 
*noþili- 


1 n 


— 


ce « nobility” .down to ; the loweſt of the "Wy | 
© to be rejected with diſdain by every little 
« country wench: inſupportable ! Pray hea- 
« yen that I may find my own country 
<laſſes leſs cruel : if not, I don't know 


c what may be the conſequence. 


, 


4 


_ As I have ſome paper, and a od dealt 
<« of time to ſpare to day, I think I cannot Zh 
< employ them better than in telling Law 
«ſon a ſtory. An Engliſhman, a Scotch- 
« man, and an Iriſhman, travelling toge- 
<© ther, a diſpute aroſe which country pro. 
% duced the beſt poets: each ſtrenuouſly 
 ſypported the ſuperiority of his own. 
« The Engliſhman declared in favour of 
& one Mr. Milton; the Scotchman, of one 


„Mr. Allan Ramſay; and the Iriſhman, of 
one Mr. Caroline's Devotions. After much 


«altercation, they agreed at laſt ſeverally 
*to repeat an extempore ſtanza. of their 
« own compoſing, and in that manner de- 

© cide it. The Engliſhman began, | 


Rejoice , Tom Hewit, rejoice | 
And eke thou mayor of Coventree, 

For honeſt queen Beaſs | 

Qnze coom to this place | | | 
For to zee wee. «gb ER: 
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Tho Caledonian followed hin. f » 


As I cam | paſt the pier o'Leith, _, 
And through Edenbro'ugh toon, ' 
| Aw the laſſes they did cty 
The lorde be r you Andro 


4 This Cough laſt, not Cpt the Hi- 
6 ien 8. wt” 1 | 


When I lived in the county Mayo, 

J courted young Sheelah Mc Dermor, | 

And. ſhe ſwore upon the ate I was the pret- 
tyeſt young lad 

That lived in the whole county or city of Cork. | 


<« Theſe I think three of the happieſt 

« fpecimens I ever met with, eſpecially if 

the accent and manner peculiar to each 

be well preſerved in the repetition. The 
* controverſy, however, was not yet de- 
*cided, as no one would allow his to be 
inferior to the reſt; they therefore re- 

4 ſolved unanimouſly to leave it to the de- 
*cifion of the firſt Welchman they met; 
te but what the reſult of that was; I have 
A4 never been able to diſcover, - I know that 
_- «Lawſon boaſts of having ſome of the 
8 Noa of Cadwallader in his veins, I wiſh 
cc you 
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« you and he would d lay your heads nothin 
«and hammer out a ſample of Welch ver- 
©fification to cut all three down. = 


e 1 


| «T have at laſt finiſhed my journey, 
l nunquam mihi obliviſcendus; *) and in the 
<« intervals of my peregrination, I amuſed 
«myſelf, and endeayoured to diyert you. 
„IJ am doubtful how I ſhall. be received 
by my father. As the prodigal ſon is 
«returned, I hope he'll kill a fatted calf, 
In a day or two J ſhall ſee him. I know 
«you wiſh me ſucceſs, and you ſhall hear 
5 Yours „ ſeperately and conjointly, 


JonN ALLEN,” . 


After indulging themſelves in a hearty 
laugh at their friends epiſtle, and renewing 
their good wiſhes for his ſucceſs, it came 
into Wills's head, that he might contrive 
to be conveyed in ſome ſuch cheap and hu- 
mourous manner into the "neighbourhood of 
Miſs Harcourt. He could not help com- 
municating his notions to Lawſon; ; Who 
ne the ſcheme very feaſible, and of- 
| D 3  fered, : 


) Never to be forgotren by me. 


of 


— 


— —_ 
» 


* 


fered to accompany him, promiſing him- 
ſelf much diverſion by putting it in execu- 
tion. Beſides,“ added he, you will be 
| . able to penetrate more lots the reality 
of her ſentiments concerning you, than 
«if you went down in an equipage. Let 
«ns aſſume a character a little foreign to 
4 our own, and we ſhall ſee better how 
«the land lies, than by appearing in any 
«other manner.” Lawſon's approbation de- ; 
termined. Wills; and how they proceed- 
ed, ſhall be treated of in the next chapter. 
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| C nA HR XXIV. 
A journey begun; its progreſs, and the 
BY Adventures our heroes met with, . 


— 


Wars knew extremely well, that che- 
re was no poſſibility of undertaking 

this journey without a proper ſupply of 

money; and very judiciouſly conſidering 
| that his living in a ſtrange country would 

be expenſive, he reſolved to delay his 

Wl i expedition, till he received his ſupplies, 
| 
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Which would happen in three weeks or 
thereabouts: then his half. year s payment 
beca- 


* 


became due. In the interim, his imagi- 
nation was entirely filled with the idea of 
his dear Juliet: and frequent were the con- 
ferences he held with his truſty friend and 
ally, Lawſon. In theſe, the whole plan 
Was laid down, and many a charming 
ſcene preſented itſelf to their lively imagi- 
nations. At length, the wiſh'd-for day, 
long expected, arrived. Wills received his 
five - and twenty pounds, and Lawſon had 
about five guineas. However, there were 
ſome trifles which it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary that Wills ſhould pay, which reduced 
his ſtock to twenty pounds; they provid- 
ed themſelves with neceſſary linen, which  - 
they (encloſed in a portmanteau common to 
them both, and took the precaution. to 
_ ſend it by fome of the ſtages which went 
part of the way, that they might meet it 
in a Taue . again. 


| 5 | With 3 light hand and —_ ſpirits | 
4 Wills ſet out, gecompanied by his friend, |, 
He had already anticipated „in his enraptur- | 
ed imagination, the joy. he ſhould feel- on 
the fight of his beloved Juliet. The thought 
winged his feet, and he walked ſo faſt, 
that Lawſon Was obliged to call to him ag 
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ſtop ſeveral times, before he heard him; ſo 
deeply was he engaged in thinking of his 


charmer. At laſt he heard, and complied 
with his friend's defire in ſlackening his 


pace; who aſſured him, though eſteemed 
a good walker, he muſt decline going 
along with him, if he walked at ſuch a 


rate. Wills, to make amends for his leav- | 

_ing bim behind, acquainted him with the 
ſtate of his thoughts at that moment, and 
the uneaſineſs and doubts he laboured un- 


der, as well concerning the reception he 


ſhould meet with from her, as höw he 


ſhould be treated by her father; and Law- 
ſon not having heart any thing of his hi- 


- ſtory, Wills related to him, without reſer- 
ve, every particular of his life. He met a 
comforter in Lawſon, who was much more 


ſanguine in his temper than Wills. He 
propheſied that he would be again re. in- 


| ſtated in his aunt's good graces; and did 
not doubt, but Mac Gregor was the man 


who. informed Miſs Kingley of his having 


raiſed-the money. Wills ſeemed to think 
| fo too ; but he could not conceive how it 
Was poſſible for him to come at the know- 
ledge of the tranſaction. His companion 
ö inſiſted, that it could be no body 
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elſe. During this diſpute; they arrived at 


the brook, now an inconſiderable ſtream, 


where Wills firſt ſaw his adorable Juliet. 
Here he ſtopped and indulged the moſt 
pleaſing reveries; he alſo quitted the road, 
and went up into the path from whence 
he firſt beheld their diftreſss His imagi- 
nation attentive to one object, repreſented 
the ſcene over again to him; and he ſaw, - 
or thought he ſaw, the carriage in a like 


dangerous ſituation, As he kept his eyes 


fixed upon the ſpot, reviewing, in his 
mind's: eye, the tranſactions that were 


paſſed, he was rouſed from his waking - 


dream by a loud laugh. He returned. his 


eyes to the ſpot whence the ſound proceed. 
ed, and found Lawſon amuſing himſelf, 


by laughing heartily at his expence, This 
induced an enquiry of the cauſe of his 


mirth, which Lawſon very honeſtly de- 
clared to be himſelf; and then, imitating 
the poſture in which he ſtood fixed, and 
the looks he had aſſumed, he even forted 
a ſmile from Wills himſelf, Well,“ faid 
he, © though 1 confeſs my demeanour might 
" wow been very ridiculous, yet at that mo- 
% ment I experienced the moſt delightful 


„ ſenſations. Your boſom is a ſtranger to 
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the moſt hin inhabitant that can dwell 
in it, pure and virtuous love, Tell me 
Mm Lawſon, do you know what love is?” 


Not that you talk of, » anſwered his 
friend. 15 Fa 


«& What other? * 


101 can beſt explain that to you, by te- 
ee ling my ſtory. Not many months ago, 
as I was walking in the Park, a woman 
*caught my eye: , ſhe was remarkably 
© haridfome, and finely ſhaped: I thought 
* too, in my turn, that ſhe did not ob- 
«ſerve me with an eye of indifference; 
Land I determined to find out where ſhe 
«lived. I followed her into one of the 
© principal trading ſtreets in the city, where 
«I found her huſband kept a large ſhop. 
<T repaſſed the door ſoon after, but ſhe 
« was not to be ſeen, In the afternoon 1 
returned, and ſhe-was ſtanding in the 
*ſhop. In I went, under pretence of 
© cheapening ſome things. As her huſband 
was not in the way, ſhe aſſiſted the per- 
«fon who ſtood behind the counter, and 
recommended ſome trifling things to me, 
© which I took; however, in the choice 
1 e * 
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of them, I was engaged a long time, 
«and made myſelf remarkable to her. 
„The next day I ſaw her in the Park 


# again, with another lady. Determined 


© to addreſs her, and conſcious that by 
* modeſty alone I ſhould not avail myſelf, 
„ defired Allen, who was along with me, 
to faſten. on the other; and I attached 
© myſelf to the lady. The converſation at 
* firſt was general; but my ally began to 
be particular, and gave me liberty to 
*tell my Roxana what I felt for her; to 
L aſſure her of the power of her charms; 
*and in very paſſionate terms declared, 


= *that my life was dependent on her ſmiles. 


I met with a repulſe, as I expected; but 
Lucretia could not have treated me with 
„more haughty diſdain, and exclaim againſt 
* preſumption more than ſhe did: and 
3 attempt to deprecate her rage and 
* anger was ineffeual, I attended her to 
the gate which led from the Park: and 
Y — expreſſing a wiſh to meet her the next day, 
and taking leave of her in the moſt ſub- 
& miſſive manner; we parted; but ſhe 
* turned her head away, nor would ſhe 
<& ſpeak to, or even look at me. For all 
9 this, 1 * not give her over. Importu- 


bs 
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* nity and opportunity ſucceed always with 
„ the women: the former I determined 
«ſhould not be wanting, however the lat- 
ter was. For two days ſhe did not make 
her appearance in the Park; but I was 
*both evenings to be ſeen parating before 
« her windows, and always ſaw her. The 
« oreat number of people paſſing and re- 
< paſſing through the ſtreet continually, 
prevented my being taken much notice 
6s of: however, I did not eſcape her. The 
*next day ſhe appeared again in the Park, 
attended by her former companion. Allen 
„ ſeized her as before, whilſt I attempted 
this impregnable fort. Again I told my 
« paſſion; again I was repulſed, with op- 
„ probrious terms. Her anger heightened 
„her charms, and her reſiſtance made her 
ce more deſirable. When I found ſhe would 
„not liſten to a poſitive declaration of my 
paſſion, I turned the diſcourſe into a 
«© more general channel; and then we all 
* partook- of the converſation. It was not 
« diſpleaſing to her; and for ſome weeks, 
"Ws long time Il aſſure you, ſhe held 
„out: but we met every day, and ſhe 
„began to liſten to me with more plea- 


* ſure than ** At laſt ſhe conſent- 
; | 66 ed 


Pry to. * on a [party with) we; 2 fow. 
© miles out of town, It was ſtipulated, 


« that Allen and her friend were to ac- 


«© company us, to take of all ſuſpicion. 
ec The- day was fixed, and away we went: 


«all was jollity and rapture. I could wiſh 


for my own ſake, more than hers, to 
e conceal the latter part of the adventure: 


„ ſhe had mercenary views in the appoint- 


„ ment, mingled with a little deſire. I 
% complied with her terms; and deſpiſing 
„her in my heart for ſelling herſelf, took 
* advantage of her ignorance of legal 
*forms ; giving her nevertheleſs, all ſhe 
required from me, and ſhe ſarrendered 
herſelf up, We continued this inter- 
*&ourſe till ſhe got a richer lover, or was 
« 2 and , as we met we parted. » 


" © And pray, * faid Wills, «< how cok 


© you. have the aſſurance to addreſs a mar- 


e ried woman, * ſuch a ns 2” 


" Very well: for tee is e fox 


© me token of encouragement, or a man 


would drop the purſuit that is fruitleſs. 
Her tongue, at the moment ſhe repulſed 
"ys n her heart: and had ſhe not 

"M8 ſold 
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« ſold herſelf „Which was really her | inten 
te tion, though not ſucceſsful, I ſhould 


< have been fond of her ſtill” © 


«(Good heavens!” exclaimed Wills, 


«can there be ſuch woman? And ſhe re- 


«turned thus contaminated to her huſ- 


* 


4 Aye to be ſure 5 replied Lawſon, 


„ and made him believe ſhe was very fond | 
of him.“ | 


u This drendfol! But fare there are ſome 
„good,“ ſaid Wills; elſe why has nature 
e ;implanted.. this deſire of poſſeſſing women 


in our breaſts? We naturally fly from a 


« ſnake, and we dread that which is hurt. 
ful to us: yet can any thing be more de- 


„ ſtructive and obnoxious, than a woman 


«who thus ſtrays from her duty, and 


«brings home pollution to her wretched 
* huſband's arms, and deſtruction to his 


7: Ponce. ” 


«Truly , ſaid Lawſon, this is an 
© ominous converſation to be commenced 
„With a man Who is deeply in love, and 

= 5 6c haſten- 


« haſtening into the trammels of matet- | 
% mony as faſt as he can; and eſpecially 
« when argument and experience make both 
« { much againſt the fairer ſex.” 

I Won't believe it,” ſaid Wills. The 
A happineſs that ariſes to us in this world 
«is much ſuperior, and more plentifully 
« dealt. out to us, than miſery or misfor- 
„tunes: the latter we always make for 
< ourſelves, the former is made for us. 
„We have it in our power to enjoy it if 
«we pleaſe: but we loath pleaſure -ſo eaf- 
*ily procured, and take a great deal of 


trouble to acquire woe and pain, — I 
< had rather 


j 


Exult in all the good of all | mankind, | 


«than, by indulging A partial view, ſee 
* nothing but what ſhould make me re- 
pine at my ſtate, and curſe my exiſtence. 
„We ſuffer enough from the infirmities 
«which the fleſh is natural heir to, bend 
«+ ought not to add a mental depravity to 
«the load. We ſhould reconcile ourſelves 
as much as poſſible to this ſituation, by 
receiving the agreeable part of it with 

i Joy, and bearing the contrary with pa- 
. — 4% „Genes 
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„s tience: e 1 b join with . 


„you, Lawſon, in your opinion. That 

„there may be women who are bad, and, 
«when ſo, are worſe than men, from phy- 
* ſical reaſons, I will not deny; but that 

“the majority of them are ſo, I will ab- 
ſolutely contradict. The advocates on 
« both fides the queſtion make their own 
*caſes appear * at the expence of 
66 truth. L 5 


, 
2 


This, and ſimilar converſation , brought 

them both very tired to the houſe where 
they were to ſleep that night. As they 
travelled on foot, they put up at ſuch 
| houſes on the road, [for though we bave 
not hitherto mentioned it, they did not 
forget to eat and drink when impelled by 
hunger or thirſt,] as beſt ſuited their ap- 
pearance, and the manner in which they 
purſued their journey; it was therefore at 
a comfortable houſe, that promiſed good 
entertainment, they reſted: nor were they 
deceived in their notions, The landlady, 
Who was a very pretty, ſmart, neat, wo- 
man, took particular care of her: gueſts, 
and prepared their ſupper with much ala- 
erity and cleanlineſs: She alſo took care 


go 


Nt 


\ | 1 4 
- . 


that they had clean ſheets, and inſpected 
the making of their beds herſelf, not truſt- 


ing to her maids, The landlord, accord- 
ing to laudable cuſtom, and for the bet- 
ter forwarding the conſumption of liquor 
in his own houſe, not that he ever ſtinted 
bimſelf any whe; ſwallowed large pota- 


tions of his own ale, on which he beſtow= 
ed great, and we may juſtly add, many 
merited praiſes, The landlady was. alſo 


requeſted to partake of a bowl of punch, 
with which they were ſolacing themſelves. 


To this her huſband obje&ted: but was 


overruled by Lawſon, who obſerved, that 
as there was no company in the bann 


ſhe might favour them with her converſa- 
tion for a little while. My good dame 


| obeyed the meſſage by the waiter, and in- 
ſtantly came to them. Lawſon would not 
have ſtrained his civility ſo far as to have 
both huſband and wife at once, if he had 
not perceived. certain indications from her 


behaviour, that ſhe was not one of thoſe 


hard-hearted females, who, like the be- 
roines of old, wage let a man hang or. 


drown himſelf, before they would grant 


even a look to fave him. Wills was too 
much engaged in the contemplation of his 
„ =o 5 Þ TR amiable 


— 
\ 


+ 


af 


amiable rt ts. "perceive theſe diag- 
noſtics: or indeed, if he had, Would he 
bave taken any advantage of them: he, 
with an obſtinate and fooliſh perſeverance 
contending, that a man could never love a 
woman truly, who ſo far forgot her, as to 
admit another to his arms ? Lawſon had 
h quite different notions, * began to re- 
joice at the opportunity that offered itſelf; 
and conceived very favourably of the iſſue 
of the adventure, when he found the 
landlord jealous it her, and averſe to her 
coming into their company. 'Thefe impe- 
diments encreaſed his deſire of atchieving 
ſome exploits, and made him ſo earneſt to 
have her introduced. He certainly, and 
we are ſorry to ſay it, ſurveyed her with 
an eye of deſire; and ſhe, entirely re- 
gardleſs of his civilities, was captivated 
with Wills, whom ſhe beheld with much 
pleaſure, Theſe looks, pro and con, did 
not eſcape the huſband; who ſat in a ſtate 
of anxiety. and ſuſpence. Former tranſ⸗- 
greſſions had taught him the foible of his 
wife's conſtitution, and he watched her 
very narrowly. Lawſon, though an hand- 
ſome and agreeable man, was by no means 
e og to e and though. the land- 
. 21%. bord 


lord was fearful of them both, yet the 
attention his wife paid to Wills . alarmed 

him moſt, Lawſon, who faw through 

his uneaſineſs, wanting to augment it, and 
finding that the grey mare was the better. 
horſe, and that he dare not fay a word in 
her preſence, paid her many compliments, 
and by appealing to Wills, forced him to 
join in her praiſe. This was very agree- 
able flattery to her, and ſhe plumed her- 
ſelf upon it accordingly, The landlord 


| : who was ignorant where this extraordinary 
courteſy on both ſides would end, and 


predicting that it foreboded him no good, 
knew not what to do. About this period 
the bowl was out, and Lawſon hinted his 
= deſire to have ſome more. Wills would 
* have excuſed himſelf. The landlord, who, 
att any other time, would not have waited 
for a ſecond bidding, and whoſe intereſt 


and honour were at that time maintaining 


a ſtrong combat in his boſom, adviſed the 
gentlemen to go to bed, as he was ſure 
they muſt be fatigued after ſo long a walk, 
and that reſt was moſt neceſſary for them. 
This difintereſted declaration, ſo contrary | 
to his uſual practice, had 1 great merit 
in his own eyes, that he did not entertain 
A the 
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the leaſt doubt but that it would be cent 


plied with; but how much was he ſur- 


prized to hear his dearly-beloved wife re- 


commend another bowl with great earneſt- 


neſs; telling him, at the ſame time, that a 


"glaſs of hot punch would do the gentlemen 
a great deal of good, and make them 


leep well. Lawſon agreed with her in 
opinion: and Wills declared, in compli- 


ment to her preſcription, he would take 
part of another bowl; but defired only 


half the quantity of the former to be made. 


«Well, my dear,” ſaid the wife to her 
| huſband, who was broiling with vexa- 
tion, do you go and make the punch.” 
This was a motion he had not the leaſt 
deſign to make. It would have been 


leaving the lamb with the wolf, the 


gooſe with the fox. Go, make it your- 


« ſelf, fince you would have it,” replied 


he ſurlily, 


1 "MW. my dear, faid the filing 


dame; and out ſhe nen 


5 "Fa are very happy in a a wife, land- 
„lord,“ ou Wilks. | | 


Ves, 


e © 


3 


Ye Sir * returned he, with ſome 
nn 5 : 


«Yes indeed, „added Lawſon, «a very © 
o pretty good kind of woman,” | 


«Sg ſo, fo ſo, maſter; nobaths re 
* where the ſhoe pinches, but him that 
* wears | He | 
CD Why, you ſeem to live very | happily | 
« WOT” 


« Yes, happy enough, as a body may 
60 ſay: to be ſure we now and then have a 
8 little 5 | 


Here was he interrupted by the entrances: 
of his wife with the punch, and Lawſon. 
deprived of a very important diſcovery, a 
he imagined. But the landlord, as er, 
as he ſaw the bowl ſet on the table, 
claimed in a great fury, Z—ds, what wa 
«you call this, eighteenpenny worth? Why 
it is as much as any three ſhillingsworth 
J ever made in my life,” e 
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Huſh, my dear,” replied the affec- 
tionate hoſteſs, you certainly - miſtake © 
* beſides, you know, we are drinking along 
«with theſe nag. + F 

And here we eannot 15 taking part 
with our hoſt in this diſpute: for it is a 
certain truth, that the good woman had 
repleniſhed the bowl with a liberal hand, 
nor was ſhe ſparing in the ingredients; for 
our travellers beſtowed many praiſes on. it, 
and declared it was the beſt punch they 
ever taſted; and appealed to the landlord 
for his opinion. Aye, aye,” ſaid he, 
rubbing his forehead, *it is very good, 
Let us make haſte and drink it“ 


He followed that advice, and puſhed 
the glaſs about as faft as he could; and 
truly rejoiced was he when he law them 
80 up ſtairs to bed. 


| They had paid their bill, that they 
| might be ready to depart. early in the 
morning; which they informed their land- 
lord they intended to do. Law ſon in vain 
attempted to get an opportunity to ſpeak to 
the hoſteſs; and ſhe Was as much cha- 
REN -: | fined ; 


i 


. _  _— 
Sides on the other Bae to find Wills 
took no more notice of her. In this ſitua- 
tion they parted; and there being two beds 
in the room deſigned for our travellers, 
they ſoon, reſigned themſelves into the 
arms of ſleep: nor do we find that Wills 


could keep his eyes open long enough to e 


indulge himſelf to the extent of his wiſhes, 
in meditating on the charms of his Juliet; 
and however often ſhe might return to his 


dreams, his waking thoughts were not 


much employed about her. 


| While they were enjoying” from their 
14 above ſtairs, a quite contrary ſcene 
preſented itſelf below. Mine hoſtes be- 
gan the charge: © Ah! you're a pretty, 
« ſneaking fellow to be ſure, when you 
were drinking at the gentlemens coft, to 
© refuſe to be your ſhare, or to grumble 


<hecauſe I made the bowl a little larger: 


64 wonder ſome folks are not aſhamed of | 
7508 their behaviour.” e 1 
"EW Aye, F wonder fo too, K pet ihe 
landlord ; «for if I bebersd as ſome folks 
a *do, F ſhould Have cauſe to be aſhamed,” * 
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| | «And pray 20 ſaid , 6 how « do they 
5 r . | 


5 "wok doeſwt fgnify* - Who 

«Yes, but it does; ant , you” re a ak. 
ing pitiful fellow p * e to be- 
oy we a „ | 


— * Not ſuch a fellow as yours there. 
« You'd like ſuch fellows, I fancy. Mop 


„What's the Golutnin at now ? What 
© crotchet have you got in your noddle, 
daeh? So a body muſtn't ſpeak civility to 
Lea gentleman, Go to bed, do, you _ 
1 oal. e 


56 No, that I ſha'n't, till pleaſe, 
* Well, do a as you like, 


She buſied herſelf about ſome trifles for 
near an hour, and at laſt her huſband fol- 
lowed ber up to bed. And though we 
ſhould be the firſt to condemn unreaſon · 
able jealouſy in any body, yet we cannot 
_ faying, there was ſome reaſon ſor our 

| | hoſt's 


| | hoſt's taking ſuch care of his wife, In- 
deed he hardly believed himſelf ſure of her 
when he had her with him in bed. Poſe. 


ſeſſed with theſe notions, . and firmly con- 
vinced that ſhe would go to the young 
ſtrangers, his gueſts, the moment ſhe 
found an opportunity, he determined to 


lie awake to watch her, He was not 
able to execute this ſcheme; for he fell 


aſleep ſoon, overpowered by the liquor 
he had drank, and the toils of the day. 


But fleep did not afford him repoſe from 


his heated and jealous ideas. His active 


fancy preſented the ſcene of his diſhonour 


to him in a dream. He thought he ſaw 
his wife ſteal out of the room, and go 


to that where the objects of his fears lay. 
He roſe in his fleep, and, opening the 


door of his chamber, made towards theirs. 


By the way he awoke, and fo ſtrongly was 
the dream impreſſed on his mind, that he 
ſtill imagined himſelf purſuing his adulte- 
rous wife, He got into the room where 


our heroes, innocent of ſuch criminal. de- 


ſigns, were faſt aſleep. Doubtful, at firſt; 


which was the right bed, he approached 
the next to him, and. groping about with 


his hands, touched Wills's ſmooth face, 
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and feeling his hair looſe, was' fure he had 
found his wife. Ah! you vile ſtrampet,” 
exclaimed he, © have I got you at laſt;“ 
and giving Wills's hair a pull, he awoke. 
Yes you jade, you outſwore me about 
11 © the Captain, but now I have caught 
vou; and giving another pull, Wills, who 
did not like ſuch treatment, gave him ſuch 
a blow in the pit of the flomech. that ſent 
him ſome paces backwards; Ars in his re- 
. treat encountring a chair, he tumbled over 
it, roaring out murder as loud as he could 
bowl. Wills called out thieves and de- 
manded aſliftance, Lawſon, though faſt 
aſleep, was rouſed by this unuſual outcry ; 
and demanding the cauſe of it, Wills in- 
formed him, that a thief, he imagined, 
bad caught hold of his hair, and was drag. 
ging him out of bed, as he believed, 
when he awoke, and knocked him down. 
There may be more in the room,” added 
be, ſo take care.” Lawſon ftarted out of 
be, and the firſt ſtep he made was on the 
proſtrate carcaſe of the unfortunate land- 
* o e one of them * ſaid Lawſon. 
1 8 him,” . ſaid Wills, « ill we 
get lights, and alliſtance.” | ONE 


- FI 3 „ _— 
— , - 7 — R 
1 5 
— . , 
— 


— _ of Its > Act Rn 


4 
. 
? 
: 
: 
. 
5 
9 
' 
N 
x 
> . 
i 
. 
: 


% 


RN — SI” EIA ev SPE r> IDSA 
. 


Laws 


„ 
6 
— „ % 


* 
3 
\ 
* 
k 
* 
# 
I 
Ee” 2. 
Cy 8 
1 3 
9 Fe. I 
= 8 
r 
1 . 
N . 
TN 
ONES 
' 88 4 
„ 1 
2 $ 
£4 N 
— 2 i 
; REL. 1 
: Wes, 5 
Bet: 
28 5 
n " * N 
3 y 
+ I 
n 
2 k 
we” i 
1 5 
N I 
wy * 
1 
i 
A] 
2 
q 9 
2 C 3 
: 2 
5 
* 
. . g 
WY J 
1 - uy 
vey 3 C 
5 "20 v4 5 
EN 
4 . 
n ” 
N 
<A 
: San 
IIs 
4 
7 
+ q 
; 


** 


* * * - 
as e's —— oi a * 1 7 * 5 
0 * 8 


Lawſon, to "hin bim faſt, knelt upon 


the fallen foe to prevent his riſing; who, 


feeling ſuch an unuſual weight, roared out 


more violently than ever. This outcry 


did not fail to anſwer the purpoſe for 
which it was deſigned, and the men and 


women ſervants belonging to the inn 
ruſhed promiſcuouſly into the room, and 


without ſtaying to cloath Wen But 


the evil was not remedied, for yet no 
light appeared. At laſt, the gleam of a 
candle ſhone forth, and ſoon after my 
landlady approached this ſcene of confu- 
ſion. She demanded what was the mat- 
ter; when Wills told her he had been 
| aſſaulted by ſome robber, as he appre- 
hended, while aſleep, and whom Lawſon 
had ſecured: ſo, taking the candle from 


her, went to ſee whom they had got, 
when, to their utter aſtoniſhment, they 


beheld the face of their landlord. The 
ſervants ſkulked off to bed when they ſaw. 
nobody elſe, and left them to ſettle the 


matter by themſelves. For a time they 


were ſilent from ſurprjze , till Wills de- 


manded of him What Was the reaſon b. 


fuch treatment, „ . 
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Ah! Sir,” ſaid he, «that traitreſs is 
« the reaſon of it; ſhe'll be the death of 


eme at laſt, I was ſure ſhe came here, 


and I followed her, and am' ſufficiently 


< puniſhed for it, for I have broke ſome 


of my ribs.” 


\ 


It is no matter if your neck was broke, 


© you jealous-pated fool. And was this a 
*cauſe for diſturbing theſe gentlemen? I 
*ſhall be ruined and beggared by you; 
„nobody will come near the houſe. Oh 


my dear Sir,” ſaid ſhe, addreſſing her- 


ſelf to Wills, impute not this to me. 
Indeed, Sir, I am as innocent as the 
* child unborn, But this is the way he 


«always uſes me, Why don't you down 


* of your knees, and aſk the gentleman's = 
. * | | 


IN wh No, * aid Wills, J am ſorry 
«for the ita that has e and 


5 beg we py not be diſturbed again,” 


That me very Peontiy aſſured bim 1 


5 Would not; ſo ſending her huſband out 
before her, ſhe wiſhed them a good night, 


and left them to their repoſe: where we 


— ——— 
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mall leave them alſo for a while, and ſhall, 
not recount the abuſe ſhe beſtowed on her 
unfortunate huſband, which ſhe ſtiled a 
curtain- lecture. 25 
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The Journey continued, An ale-houſe ſce- 


me, and a perſon whom "gy met rang 
introduced. 


IN the morning 1 they nad; ' and 
going down ſtairs, found the courtaoind 
landlady riſen, and ready to receive them; | 
which ſhe did, with many apologies for 0 
the treatment they had met with; entreat- 
ing them to excuſe it, and begging, if 
they came that way again, not to let 
what had happened prevent their favour- 
ing her with their good company: and as 
they had riſen ſo ſoon, inſiſted upon their 
taking ſome rum and milk which ſhe had 
prepared, and was then ready for them. 
Wills at firſt refuſed, but, taking example 
by: Lawſon, who drank heartily of the 
cordial beverage, and being over-perſuaded 
by the good woman, who enumerated the 


N evils 
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evils that frequently” were occaſioned by 
going into the cold with an empty ſtomach, 
he partook of it. Every attempt to pay 
her for it, ſhe reſiſted very ſtrenuouſly; 
and hoping to ſee them ſoon again, ſhe 
curtſied lowly at the door as they took 
their leave of her, 


. 
% A 


5 When they had * ſome Dance from 
the houſe, Wills obſerved, that he had 
been in many places with bis friend Brewer, 
when they travelled in a like manner, 
Wh without meeting ſuch an example of ſpon- 
| taneous civility. And indeed,” ſaid he, 
„ ſhe ſeems to be a very good-natured wo- 
«man; and the thankfulneſs ſhe expreſſes 
„towards her gueſts, who ſpent ſo mere 
«a trifle with her as we did, muſt make 
her very noted, and procure her much 
1 cuſtom. " 


* And pray Wills,” ſaid Lawſon, do 
«you think it merely on the ſcore of our 
*cuſtom, that ſhe was fo extremely ci- 
66 vil?“ | 
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I do, indeed.” | 
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«ſhe had been as civil to me as ſhe would 
« fain have been to you, the huſband 
«ſhould have had ſomething more than 


« ſyſpicions to have been troubleſome for. 


Ah, Frank, I cannot believe all that fim- 


„ plieity and careleſſneſs unaffected. Tis 
true, you might juſt now have been en- 


„ gaged with the thoughts of Miſs Har- 
„ court; but your deepeſt rivers are al- 
«ways filent, and the ſtill fow ſucks all 


„the draught, You modeſt fellows do 


«© more miſchief, than a whole regiment 


„of ſuch ratling. blockheads as I am. 
Now don't you think our . 


© handſome? bs 
Ti believe ſhe was: and indeed, as you 
„ ſappoſed, I was too intent on contriy- 


ing how I ſhall come at Juliet, to take 
particular notice of her. But if my ideas 
„had been totally diſengaged from any I 

« other perſon, I never ſhould have con- 


* fidered her as an object of deſire; and 


* inſtead of encouraging, I ſhould have 
© repreſſed every ſentiment. that tended i 


that _ 0 
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But I know to the contrary; and if 
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* e her?” 


our jealous, landlord did. 


, N 
. ; 
4 Py 0 2 2 
8 C ͤ̃³˙¹W̃ͤ̃ »A 
9 8 * 
2 = 8 CL LPOY Len * ”_ : 


480, if ſhe had been extremely kind 


*to you, and wiſhed you to be fo to her, 
*nay, told you ſo, you Wee have re- 


* 


* 


« Moſt undoubtedly. Becauſe ſhe would 


„have had me been guilty of a crime, is 


*that a reaſon I am to commit it? What 
«thorns ſhould I have planted in that 
© man's breaſt ; and a' poor excuſe it would 
© have been for me, to have ſaid to the 
*huſband, I have made you miſerable it 
eis true; but your wife tempted me. 
„How ſhould I, in a fimilar ſituation, 
„admit the force of ſuch an excuſe my- 
*ſelf? You may laugh, Lawſon, but 1 
" would not do ſuch a thing. 15 | 


| 5 Well, Wills, T ſhould like to ruſt ; 
_ E<my wife with you, if I were ſure of your 
always retaining ſuch ſentiments; but 


«all fleſh is frail. In truth, whenever TI 


4 marry „ Which I don't believe. will be 


« ſoon : I ſhall take proper care of my 


„And make yourſelf as ridiculous as 
Guilt is al- 
„ coaEs 


mays faſpicious; and a man who 1 ws pers 


< jared others, is always afraid of being 


« jnjured himſelf, You'll have occaſion to 
* change your ſentiments one day or an. 


"6 other. w 


'S 


| «Aye, and ſo will you perhaps; how- 


"208 ever, J hope pot.” 

In friendly intercourſe of ſentiment did 
they paſs the day. The converſation of a 
companion ſhortens a long road: but it is 
delightful to have that companion a friend, 


to whom you can unburthen your heart, 


As they had found themſelves better able 
to puſh forward this day than the former ; 


they paſſed through the town where they 
intended at firſt to have lain, and walked 
on, as it was too early to put up for the 
night, They had already entered upon a 
large common, and beguiled the time with 


chatting on their ſituation, and the ſcheme 
they were to purſue, when they found night 


ſtealing on them very faſt, and themſelves 
in the middle of a wild heath, where they 


could perceive no houſe. They began to 
look about them, as, it was rather diſagree- 


able to be benighted; but not ""_—_ weary, 
Vol. II. : | F „ 
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ſowe place of entertainment. They accord- 
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er before they ſaw any thing like a hu- 
man habitation. At laſt Wills perceived a 
light at a diſtance, which he imagined to 
be a ſign of ſome houſe, and they accord- 
ingly made towards it. They were not de- 
ceived, It was a little alehouſe on the edge 


they approached it, they heard the ſound 
of different voices; and, willing to know 


| liſtened a little to hear it. A female voice 


«you marry me then?” To which a voice, 

| harſh and loud, replied, Aye, damme, 
„ muſt he, or go to jail, ſo let un take his 
choice.“ 


«JF matrimony is the only harm we have 


may venture in.” So, rapping at the 
door, and having declared themſelves friends, 


their r Gght en all ne 


4 wg 


-- 


PE FONT, to walk on till ths: reached 


ingly trudged on for near five miles fur- 


of this common, near a ſmall church, As 


what was the ſubje& at their diſcourſe, 


demanded, Now won't you, John, won't 


© to. fear in this houſe,” ſaid Wills, we 


and benighted ftrangers „they were admit- 
ted. But the ſcene that was preſented to 


; Next 
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5 Next the door, in a large elbow 
chair, was placed a farmer, who though 
the chair was very capacious, could ſcar- 
cely be contained in it, to ſuch a ſize 

bad he grown: a happy reſemblance of 
the barrel he ſo often drank from. Round 
bis waiſt went a large rope, which was 
faſtened to the body and arms of a good 
likely young fellow, who was ſeated be: 
yond him next the wall, and from thence 
it was conveyed to the back and one of 
the elbows of his chair: ſo that they were 
bound very ſecurely together. Behind his 
chair ſtood a girl, wipeing her eyes, in 
the poſture of Grief, In the corner of 
the chimney ſat an elderly man with a 
mug in bis hand, which he ſeemed to 
Pay great attention to. 


The entrance of our travellers cauſed a 
general ſilence : and they having demand- 

ed, in the moſt courteous terms, if they 

could have a draught of beer, the old 
woman, who was landlady, anſwered in 

the affirmative; and chairs were procured - 
for them, The fat farmer himſelf lament- +2 
ed that it was not in his power. to ac- 
commodate | them with his great chair; 

| | | F 2 | & But, 
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« But, really -”* he, 441 cannot untie 


5 e myſelf.” This civility induced them to 
aſk the reaſon of this extraordinary appear- 


ance; and he directly informed them, 
that he was overſeer of the poor in that 
pariſh; and that the girl behind him, whom 
they ſaw crying, was of the ſame pariſh; 
and that the young fellow, who was a 
ſmith in one of the neighbouring pariſhes, 
had got her with child; and ſhe having 
worn that he was * father of it, he 
had apprehended him, either to make him 
, give ſecurity for the maintenance of the 
child, or elſe to marry the girl, and take 
her hows to his own pariſh, and ſo rid 
them of the burden: And ſo,” ſaid he, 

I had a great deal of W in look 
ing aſter this young man; and having 
caught bim at laſt, as I am very lame 
* df one leg, I am afraid he will run away 
«from me again, and then I ſhall loſe 
© him entirely; ſo, you ſee, I have con- 
< trived to faſten him here to me: and if 
*he runs away with me and wy chair, I 


„vill e him.“ 


„Really“ faid Lawſon, *that is total. 
* I” ny. if Samſon. or Topham does 
NEE, e | - mot 


* 


\ 


%* 


not come among us to aſſiſt him; but, 
pray, what do you intend to do with 
WP him?“ 

„Wby, I ſhall ſtay up here all night 
«with him; and in the morning the par- 
«fon will come here, and they ſhall be 
© married; for the church is dot A ſtone's 
66 throw off. 1 | 


„If he has deluded 10 [with a pro- 
© mile. of marriage , „» ſaid Wills, “1 think 
. only juſtice that he ſhould be com- 
6s "Dna © to make vor that reparation,” " 

wal Yes, inde, Sir, he did, 5 replied 
the girl fobblag : *you know you- did, 
„hen you robbed me of my vartue, 
John: now ſpeak the truth,” 


| Ay, indeed, ſo it is, Sir, the oddly 
„ repetation, as you fay,” added the over- 
ſeer; and if a don't; a goes to Jail as 
*ſure as the devil's in London.” 


«7 es ſhould ſend me to jail then, or 
„to the devil,” replied the ſtranger in the 
corner, „before I would conſent to marry 

Ne | F 3 | 66 her, 
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«her, for the ſake of any pariſh, or any 


. oyerſzer; 1 


— 


*Zaunds,” quoth the overſeer, in a 
great fury, and exalting his voice, natu- 


rally loud; I wiſh I was a juſtice of the 


© peace, or a churchwarden at leaſt, that 


J might put thee in the ſtocks for thy 
„ impudence. How canſt thee have the 
face to advice this honeſt man here not 


*to marry the wench? Thee deſerv'ſt to 
„be lick'd within an inch of OY life, a 
dog, thee doſt.“ | 


Pont be 8 friend, „ replied the 


ſtranger; I ſhall fall foul of you if you 
are; 1 ſhall give you a nn 1 


If thee doſt,” ſaid the girl, <P 
«ſcratch thee eyes out. What haſt thee 


to ſay to it, thou great chuckleheaded 


66 dolt 2” 


4 


Let un, let un touch me, if he da- 


res: I'll ha him by the heels to-morrow | 


morning for't: a wants to let this man 
cc , elcope. 4 | 


on You're 
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15 Vor re more afraid than hurt „ added 
the ſtranger; wy ſha'n't ene you, ſo 15 
7 INN = 


And now this diſpute was' obliged to be 
| poſtponed; for our landlady was making 
way for herſelf to dreſs ſome bacon and 
eggs for our adventurers ſupper; and by 
that means the diſputants were obliged to 
be filent, In the mean time, Lawſon 
handed them bis beer; and they drank 
very ſociably all together, except the ſtran- 
ger in the corner, who drank from his 
own mug, and always remembered the 
W of Lawſon and Wills. 


In a little time their ſapper was dreſ- 

| ſed; and, having in vain invited the com- 
pany to partake of it, they fell to with 
wonderous appetite, and made great dil- 
patch in the devouring it. But what to 
do for a bed, they knew not. This they 

were ſoon ſupplied with, by the old wo- 
man's offering to ſit up with her neigh- 
bours, and yield her bed to them; which 
The furniſhed with clean ſheets for the pur- 
poſe. And now our travellers: were re- 
freſhed, their ſpirits were lighter, and they 
| 1 all 


82 | 


% 
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all made a ſocia} circle round the fire, in 
the kitchen, or parlour, or by whatever 


title you chooſe to diſtinguiſh it; being 
the only room in the houſe fit to receive 


company, The poor weeping girl ſat next 


ber intended ſpouſe on one fide; and the 


overſeer, to whom and his chair he was 
inſeperably faſtened for that night, on the 
other. The landlady ſat by- Molly's ſide; 


the ſtranger kept his corner; and Wills and 


Lawſon filled up the vacant ſpace. As the 


ale went round, the ſpirits of the company 


became exhilarated, and they ſeemed all 


well diſpoſed to be ſocial, except the young 


ſmith, who ſtill kept a ſullen ſilence; and 
the abt, who, taking his hand in hers, 
looked up to his face with tearful eyes; 
Now, do, John; won't you marry me; 


*now do, dear, good John, ſay you 


«] appeſe, ” ſaid the overſeer , « he has 


taken the ſulks, becauſe of what that | 
< buſy-body nodding fellow there has been 


*ſaying. Od rot 'un! but I'll ha? un be- 
« fore his betters to-morrow, that ſhall 
„make un ſpeak with the devil to un, I 


5 Warrant. i 


% 


* 
45 
* 
wo 
8 
2 

* 4 


5 25 
bl 
. 5 
"= 
2 2. Fs 
3 
8 
5 
12 
v F 
$5 
n . 
8 
* £6 
3x ey 
2 +24 
=, Fe 
£0 
1 
1 
TOTES. 
PICARD 
134 
= 
#9 
8 
FI 
8 
"” * 
* 
1 
1 
A 
, 5 
2 
RE I 
3 
: 11 
3 
5 
25 
g 
£ 
7 


; g | | Ob «Why 


= „Why, truly,” replied the ftranger in 
1 the corner, if my perſuaſions would avail, 
r would he follow my advice, there 
«ſhould be no force or puniſhment pow 
„ erful enough to compel me to marry 


«her. Suppoſe he runs away the. 3 moment 
* he marries her?” 1 


«Why tas 2 at the pariſh officer, 
«ſhe'll be made an honeſt woman of, and 
our pariſh will be rid of the burden. And 
when once the ceremony is over, he my 
*go to old Nick, an he —_ NY 


* 


I thought ſo,” ſaid the Gees * "ad | 
* this you call executing the law, So is | 
« hanging: and a man had better be hang- | 
ed, than marry a woman he don't . =o 
rn: indeed, marry at all. e „ | 


2 pray , Sir,” ſaid Wills 7 cc hence 
0 05 ariſes this nee to matrimony 2 


6 S rom my own feelings,” 


Wa Oh, I beg di Sir 5 ſaid: Wills; b 
*I did not aſk the queſtion with a view of 
*pexotribing into Jour . L 


1 
* 
* 
* 
47 
fie 
LN 7 F 
J 
yl 
N 
4 
F 
. 
; 
. 
F 
| ui 
* 
£ 
o # 
FF 
5 
2 
* 
x 4, 
1 
3 
1 
dl * 
15 
[1 
9 
7 
* 
* 
* + 
_T 
: 45 A 
; $5) 
+6 
£ 
, 
Us 
=. — 
449 
* 
E713: 
4.0 
N 
271 1 14 4 
4, * 
1 0 i 71 
1.1 N 
141 
2 
5 9 1 > þ 
= <5 
TT 
4 - 
3 1789 
1 
1 
* * 
5397 by 
—— LE 
Fs } . 
4 4 
9 
17 
1 N 
x 
4". i 
+ * 1 LY 
ALY 
4 G 4 3 6 
n j 5 
it 45 
TR 
* \ 3 a 
* 
2 bg." 
to! Ee U * 
1 . 
* 
1 I 
142 
ty 
ve 
F? 
vt 5 
1 
+ 
nt [ 
8 
4 
5 
[ 
1 
1 


— 
7 


— — 
. INE 
ne | 
— —— — — 
* _ * 


may not you miſtake the matter, and 
*ſhew only the worſt ſide of the picture ? 


; e ſuppoſe, young man,” continued he, 


turning to the ſmith, that when you firſt 


e addreſſed this girl, yon had ſome incli- 


* nation, ſome fondneſs for her, It is alſo 
*to be ſuppoſed, that you made uſe of 


every art in your power to render your- 


e ſelf agreeable to her, and to make her 


love you, It is not to be imagined that 


«you courted her with a deſign only of 
« debauching her, of robbing her of her 
« innocence; at leaſt, whatever your inten- 


„tion might be, you did not confeſs it 


< openly; for then, ſurely, fhe would have 
<ſhunned you, and never - ſuffered you to 
«purſue your villanous ſchemes. It is not 
„natural to imagine, that ſhe ſo far over- 


came the modeſty of her ſex, as to turn 
e ſuitor to you. It muſt then have been 


cc under falſe pretences, under a deluſive 
% and feigned character, you ruined her. 
«You pretended to be true and honeſt, and 


to ſeek her in the lawful and honourable 
<ſtate of matrimony, when really you had 
„no ſuch intention in your heart: there- 
fore, you have been guilty of the great- 


6 eſt injultice, and in wy opinion, of ab- 
| ERR | ran 


- 


- - 
* . ff 
8 7 2 
4 P 


\ 


e folute robbery. Suppoſe a man whom 
«you knew to be your neighbour, and of 


„hom you had reaſon to entertain a good 
< opinion for his honeſty and the upright - 


*neſs of his dealings, was to come to you, 


and aſk you to lend him money, or tools, 
\66 or a ſheep, promiſing, at the very ſame 
time, to reſtore it punctually to you, or 


„make you reparation and amends for it 
*in ſuch manner as you ſhould ſuffer no 


*loſs: yet ſhould he, as ſoon as ever he 


obtained what he wanted from you, run 


away, and leave you to ſeek your remedy 
*as you could, would you not call him a 


„rogue and a robber? yet there might be 


„ ſome amends made you; and, though 


*you were hurt by the loſs, would not 


be ruined, In how much worſe light is 


„your treatment of this poor girl to be 
L reſpected? You have robbed her, and 


*ſhame is her portion, The unpitying 


world, which always condemns the un- 
© fortunate, will reproach her; whilſt your 
„ conſcience will eternally ſting you. It 
does not appear to me, that you deny 


© that you promiſed her marriage, or- that 


*you accuſe her of any crime: therefore, 
"0 11 you, have any OY" remaining , you 


1 
— 


«will, by making her your wife, wipe off 
«the ſtaln you have thrown upon her. 
«This compulſion you ſuffer now, is but 
«the conſequence of human laws enforcing 
« juſtice: there will be another place, mo- 
*re awful and terrible, where you muſt, 
„ ſome time or another, anſwer for your 
<hreach of promiſes, and your conduct, 


to that wretched girl, and her more mi- 
40 ſerable offspring.” 


118 8 I "TY 4 a univerſal ſilence pre- 
vailed. e though he did not enti- 
rely agree with his friend, yet, out of re- 
ſpect to him, reſtrained himſelf from giving 
his opinion. The two women looked on 
bim as an angel: and the overſeer who 
little expected to hear ſuch ſentiments from 
a young man who was not a parſon, was 
aſtoniſned. The ſtranger groaned, and the 
poor girl ſobbed and wept plentifully, dur- 
ing the addreſs. The young ſmith was 
not unaffected; he held his head down, 
buried in thought: Well, John,” ſaid 
] Molly, _ «ye hear what the young gen- 
- «tleman fays? Now you know it is all 
truth; do you nw do marry mes! 


* 


4 or | «Well, 


b 1 


ce make you any ſatisfaction, I wull.“ 


N wull! replied the aſtoniſhed | 
overſeer ; 60 that's a good lad. 1 


«Yes,” ſays he, | 1 wall, bot thee 


*coudnſt ha' made me do it: that young 


<« rentleman has ſhew'd me I am a rogue, 
«and I was always counted an honeſt lad 


before. hy 


He could ot: e himſelf any lon- 


ger, and he blubbered aloud. The girl 


ran to Wills, and, falling on her knees, 


thanked him in the moſt grateful terms ſhe 


could expreſs herſelf. He raiſed her up, 1 
and bade her go to her huſband, which 


ſhe obeyed; and embracing one another; 


their tumults ſoon ſubkded, and peace re- 
turned. | | 


* 


"m4 Well „ fad the overſeer, 41 do not _ 


< believe our parſon would have made un 


do this in a week, now: but ſince it is 


*ſo, I will give thes a guinea, John, and 
© half a crown to buy thee a dinner.” <4 


* 


Xn 


6 Well, Molly,” ” ſaid he, Gif it will 


«And 


TI — 
And I,” faid Wills: „will add an- 
«other to it. And now, my good lad, 
follow your trade, and I have no doubt 
„but you will have a good wife in her: 
«and when you are convinced how happy 
„you will be in doing your duty, am ſure 
you will make her a good huſband too,” 


So faying, he depoſited the guinea in 
the overſeer's hands, who, at his requeſt, 
releaſed him from his confinement, The 
young fellow returned him thanks for' his 
kindneſs, which he promiſed not to for- 
get; „and never,” faid he, „till this mo- 
„ ment, did I imagine there was any harm 
in . a girl.” We 


«No, FW F einher * ſaid the overſeer, 

< when the pariſh is freed; I have kiſſed 

many one in my time myſelf: but as for 

cc other mens wives, I never took much 
« delight in %em.” hoe It 


Wills could not help ſmiling at the far- 
mer's moderation; and calling for more 
ale, circulated the mug, happy in l 
peace and . . 


—— 
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c Well, Sir,” ſaid the ſtranger in the 
corner, you certainly have a great deal 
„f merit for doing this, becauſe you 
think it is for the good and happineſs of 
«them both that it ſhould be done: but 4 
2 « if you knew as much of the world as I iq 
do, you would find it otherwiſe. What= | 
«ever my ſentiments may be, I ſhall not 
e diſcloſe them here, left I ſhould deſtroy 
„the work you have ſo much to. your own 
ſatisfaction concluded.” 4 


? F 
X 
— — —— 


Non ak „ very ſtrong rea- 
< ſons for arguing thus, Sir,” ſaid Lawſon, 
whoſe ane Was excited 18 . conver- 

| ſation. 


I have indeed.” WE Cos: 


3 «You ta to be a traveller too, ” ſaid 
Wills. 


I am : Sir.“ 
<T ſhall go beyond Coventry.” 


4 


| «We 
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We are going that way too, and a 
«ſhall be glad to bear you company.” 


1 He was pleaſed at the offer, and they 
| ſettled the time of their departure in the 
morning. ” | ; ; | - 


1 8 
bat * 


' » They went to bed, and our two friends 
were obliged to fleep together. In the 
morning when they aroſe, they found; the 
parties all faſt aſleep round the. expiring 
fire; when having waked them, and wiſhed 
all happineſs to the couple that were to be 
married, they departed, attended by the 
bleſſings and good : wiſhes of the whole 
company they left behind the. 


+ X 
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T be journey continued. The razer = 
Bs N Moy begun. 


As they: dane their way; , theie con. 


verſation naturally turned upon the 
adventures of the preceding night; and 


Lawſon, in hopes of urging the ſtranger 


to aſſign his reaſons for oppoſing matri- 
mony ſo earneſtly, and at the ſame time 

declaring in part his own private opinion, 
aſked Wills, how he could be inftramental 

in making that poor fellow unhappy by 
forcing him to marry that wench? As 
© for my part,” ſaid he, I could never 
* imagine that a woman who had once 
granted me a favour, could refuſe it to 
ani body elſe,” The ſtranger joined 
bim; and they were ſtrongly oppoſed by 
Wills. This diſpute. laſted till they came 
to the place where they thought it neceſ- 
ſary, and by the demands of their ſtomachs - 
for food, abſolutely incumbent on them to 
breakfaſt. Having diſpatched that important 


affair, they proceeded for ſome time with. 


out ſpeaking a word. At length the ſtran- 
„ 2 ger 


f — 


ing from your ſentiments of laſt night; 
«therefore I ſuppoſe you muſt be aſtoniſhed 
«at hearing my opinion concerning mar. 


& concluded by you then. You are a very 


_ &chiefly. It is an hiſtory I have never yet 1 1 
told to any body, nor ſhould I relate it = 
«now, but that I am going to quit the wr! 
«world, and ſhall bury myſelf in obſcu- 


s the recolle&ion of my guilty miſcondu& 


«they did not come to my knowledge for 
: : a My name is „ Purkine.” and I am a 
et native of Warwickſhire. To the place 


2 Wer, | who had a good many children, 
LEN _ . „ 


— 
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ger broke filence, and addrefled Wills 
thus: © You ſeem to me, Sir, to act from 
« principle; you do not deviate this morn- 


« riage, and ſo ſtrongly oppoſing the match 


“young man, and from what I have ſeen, 
© have but little experience; therefore I 
4e will endeavour to inſtru you by the 
© misfortunes which I brought on myſelf, 


«rity, It is very irkſome to me to tell it: 
« will crimſon my cheeks with blood, drawn 
* from my heart. I ſhall relate the ſacts 
«as they happaned in order of time, tho? 
*ſome years aſter,” 


% 


„of my birth am I now retiring. My 
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«was à ſabſtantial farmer, and gave us 
„the beſt education he could afford. I 
< was taught to read; and taking much 
« delight in the mathematics, during the 
time I was kept at ſhool, improved my- 
_ *ſelf very much, and made a great pro- 
© ficiency in Wem. Hen I was about 
e fifreen, my father ſent me up to Lon- 
don, where I was bound . apprentice to 
«<a genteel trade. Being of an amorous 
« complexion, and meeting with very few 
0 difficulties in indulging my favourite pur- 
e ſuits, I became an adept in the myſte- 
© ries of the fair ſex. The little allowance 
© that was remitted me from the country 
kept me in cloaths to appear genteely 
for one in my ſtation, and to my own 
* addreſs I truſted for every thing elſe: 
„nor was I ever without money, for T 
eas the favourite of many during the 
«time of my apprenticeſhip: and expe- 
« riencing ſuch ſweets from ſo early a com- 
<merce with the ſex; I reſerved myſelf 
*for them, and never deſcended to that 
*claſs which ſo often occaſions the deſtruc- 
“tion of many unhappy wretches, My 
_ Eſervitude, expired, and a woman with a 
* ſum of money, larger than 1 had any 

bl 2 | rea- 


8 


reaſon to expect, for I got nothing from 
* my father, took a fancy to me, and J, 
*to ſecure her fortune, married her. We 
„lived together for ſome years very hap- 
„ pily, and I had ſeveral children by her, 
* who all died ig their infancy. She was 
„much older thitf me, yet ſhe always be. 
*haved herſelf like a "via wife as 8 as 
*eyer I knew.” 


* 


4 «Tn the front: whats I had my Los 
<and within two doors of me, lived one 
Garton, who was of the fams trade; and 
„ though we both had a great deal of bu- 
„ ſfineſs, yet we always looked on each 
other with a jealous eye, and were con- 
* ſidered as rivals in trade by the neigh- 
„ bourhood. Garton had two daughters: 
«the eldeſt was at home with him, the 
«© younger was abroad for the benefit of 

her education. With him alſo lived a 
*niece, Who acted as upper ſervant in the 
* Way. Though Garton and I were not 
«as intimate and ſociable as neighbours 
* generally are, yet the women uſed to 
© yifit backwards and forwards with my 
« wife, and preſerved a correſpondence; 
$6 and as I uſed | to Longs a little on the 
| „ fiddle, 
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« fiddle, and was merry and ſprightly, the 
& daughter and niece uſed to come frequent. 
ly into my ſhop, and we became ver 
familiar. Well acquainted with the ſex, 
„I ſoon perceived that they were both 
*comeatable; and I determined to have 
„them. Opportunity firſt ſerved with the 
* niece, Who happened to come in When 
*my wife was abroad: I ſoon prevailed 
with her; and ſhe proved with child in 
*a little time, Miſs Garton, whoſe name 
was Betty, a deſirable little girl, and, 
| as I well knew, not very GiMcult of 
Lacceſs, was the next I fixed my eye on: 
Land I was encouraged to hope for ſuc- 
*cels, from ſome anecdotes I knew of her. 
«© A neighbour, who obſerved an officer 
< who lodged in Garton's houſe taking ſo- 
* me liberties with his daughter that were 
not conſiſtent with firi& | modeſty, in- 
*formed the father of it: who inſtantly 
* diſmiſſed his lodger. A young hoſier 
* ſucceeded in her affection: and I uſed 
* my endeavours to obtain a place in them» 
*alſo. I was not unſucceſsful; but the 
_ ©niece, watchful of all my motions, per- 
*ceived my intentions, and acquainted her 
* couſin with her ſituation, and bade her 
| G3 * be | 


9 hs cautions of me. This availed very 
«little; and I believe only did me ſervice 
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to me. For a couple of months this in- 
 Etercourſe was carried on without the 
© leaſt apprehenfions of a diſcovery, and L 


daughter almoſt every night. At length 
<a watchman, who ſtood oppoſite his door, 


good deſign; and one night, as old Gar- 
ton was coming home, informed him of 
*the whole affair; and told him, that I was 
„then in the houſe, Inflamed with rage, 
44 he faſtened the door, left I ſhould make 


„arms, woke me from my ſlumbers; and 
wt os the enraged father ſtanding at 


ce ſtarted up; and he preſenting the piſtol, 


c 


ed any violence, or reſiſtance. He ad- 


” criminal intercourſe J carried on with his 


„with Betty, who ſoon after ſurrendered 


«© uſed to lie in Garton's houſe with his 


„ perceiving me go into his houſe ſo fre- 
& quently, imagined it could be with no 


my eſcape; and ruſhing into the room 
„where I was encircled in his daughter's 

the bedſide with a piſtol in his hand. I 

1 told me I was a dead man, if I attempt- 
*<ded, that he had been informed of the 
„ daughter and was determined to have ſa- 


« tisfaction of me; And as you are a mar- 
ried 
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© ried man, ſaid he, I will wipe out the 
< diſgrace of my family in your blood, 

«My fears, for I knew him to be a man 
«of a reſolute and inflexible temper, in- 
« ſpired me with a ſcheme to prevent his 
*yreaking his vengeance on me. I will 
< do her every juſtice in my power, ſaid 

J, and will N her een 5 


9 55 What! are " not martied already ? 2” 


6 1 armed + was not; and that the 
<woman I had: ſo long lived with was 
e not my wife, though ſhe paſſed for ſuch: . 
“Without ſcrutinizing too ſtrictly into the 
„matter, glad to get his daughter off his 
*hands, he took me at my word, and in- 
„ ſiſting on the performance of my pro- 
© miſe in the morning, he left us together, 
„after locking the chamber door, leſt I 
* ſhould give him the flip, In the morn- 
«ing he came to me: every thing proper 
« was prepared, and his daughter became 
Mrs. Perkins. As I was tolerably well 
«©7n. the world, I had a houſe at ſome 
ce diſtance from my former habitatiofi, and 
there I took my new bride. I had now 
& *two wives, and difficult was the taſk to 
G "4 bs xecon- 
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__ 


= 5 
_ *reconcile myſelf to the firſt, However, 
„ knew her moderation, and was ſure 

„ ſhe loved me fo well that ſhe could 
never be perſuaded to hurt me. When 
the firſt tranſports of her rage and ſur- 
prize had ſubſided, I went to her; and 
after bearing patiently her firſt accuſa- 

„tions, we at laſt ſettled matters, and 
lived upon the beſt footing poſſible, con- 

* fidering the ſituation of affairs. Soon 

after we were married, my new wife 

« proved with child; and as I had ſet up 
"Ov public buſineſs, her ſiſter Diana, who 

as returned to her father's, came to 

. « aſſiſt her during her pregnancy. I had 
„given up to my former wife all my ſtock 

in trade, which ſhe knew how to ma- 

„nage very well; and conſtantly went to 

*ſee her, which ſhe ſeemed tolerably well 
 Epleaſed with, and matters went on . 
| 52 peaceably and quietly for a time.“ 
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| Here, having approached the . 
where they propoſed to dine, Perkins 
poſtponed the ſequel of his hiſtory. And 
whilſt: our travellers are taking ſome reſt, 
we ſhall afford ſome to our readers, by 
| 8 this Ae, 
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In which PERKINS concludes his 0 
and our travellers their Journey. 


Warn Aline? was ended, they. 0 | 


. purſued their journey, an 4 Perkins 
een his hiſtor xx. 8 . 


=_ My wife's ſiſter Dum was about nine. na 
teen, handſome, lively, and of a warm 
4 conſtitution. She was frequently at our 
houſe, . and I could not help loving BEC, 
This I imagine ſhe perceived, nor was 
*ſhe offended at it: No unpromiſing ſymp- | 
„tom for me. In the mean time, my wife 
* was brought to bed of a fine boy, which 
4 firmly believe was my own, We had 
lived upon a very good footing ever ſin. 
«ce we had been married: and though I 
e had two wifes, there was no complaint. | 
«But about this time my firſt wife died, 
«and I was free from any proſecution. for 
< bigamy, Soon after my ſecond wife had 
„got about again, I found her ſiſter Diana 
*as compliant to my deſires as I. ,could 
Bs an wiſhed her. We enjoyed true Plea: 
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*ſure for a while in each others arms: 


„nnd then firſt I knew from her, that my 
<« wife's uncle had been fond of Fer long 


before J married her, and it was ſup- 


e poſed had received every mark of fond- 


* e neſs from her that a man could obtain 


6 from a woman. This ſtocked me much. 
„ had obſerved him coming about the 
* houſe when ſhe was very big with child: 
de and now ſhe was about again, he renew- 

*ed his viſits, which were very frequent, 


determined to watch them', and found 


«that I had not been deceived in the re- 
« preſentation which had been made to me. 
« My wife proved again with child; and, 
« what was more diſtreſſing, Diana com- 
„ municated her ſituation to me at the 
«ſame time; and entreated me, in the moſt 
* earneſt manner, to fave her from the 
«ſhame that would attend the public knowl. 
edge of her having a criminal intercourſe 
«with her ſiſter's huſband. I made a ſpee- 
«dy determination, There was but one 


«road open for me; and that was to fly. 


«7 collected all the money I could, near 
two hundred pounds, and with my ever- 
„beloved little girl, I ſet off. As I was 
9 ſy © her father's n and my wiz 
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«fe's rage, would purſue me through this 
„kingdom, I went to another, and ching= 
„e d my name, One friend only I truſt- 
„ed with the ſecret of my reſidence; and 
«he, from time to time, informed me of 
their proceedings. There were rewards 
„offered in the public papers for bringing 

* back Diana, and giving information of 

„me: but I eluded their ſearch, for I was 
in a place where Engliſh newspapers ne- 
ver came. I alfo found, though I had 
left my wife well Goch with everx 
«thing, that ſhe ſold all, and retired to 
„her father's, where me endeavoured to 
„run me in debt as much as ever ſhe 
* could: but being aware of this, I return- 
ed to England, and took the benefit of 
an act of grace as a fugitive, without 
their knowledge: and then Diana and 1 
* determined to remain in England, which 
we did; and ſetting up the public buſi- 
e neſs for her, which ſhe managed with 
* great cleverneſs, I betook myſelf to 


„my own trade, and we 4 2 well 
hy: " together.” 


Not long after this ; old Garton died, 
wg 1 left all his Property — his child. 95 
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„ren: but the fear of a diſcovery pre- 
* vented our claiming Diana's proportion. 


My friend alſo died about this time, and 


J remained in ignorance of every tranſ- 


action relating to them. For many years 


Diana lived with me; and I believe, in 


«all that time, ſhe never was guilty of 


Atte leaſt breach of her fidelity. And of 


& ſeven children we had, not one ſurvived. 
«We eluded every enquiry that was made 
after us, and lived only for each other. 


That happineſs at laſt ended, for my 


dear Diana died. When curioſity im. 
*pelled me to cm after. my wife, and 

© finding ſome people that knew the fami- 
«ly, learned, that her uncle, who alſo 


died ſocn after her father, had bequeath- 


<ed a very conſiderable ſum to her and 


*the child ſhe had ſoon after my flight 
«with her ſiſter, and which both he and 
I had every reaſon in the world to be- 


« lieve was his own; that ſoon after this 


money had fallen to her, ſhe took a lik- 
*ing to one Mr. O Kelly, an Iriſh chair- 
«man, and that ſhe lived with him: that 


"0 they: had ſet up a public houſe upon the 


ſtrength of her fortune; but that though 


| *ſhe was * and uſed very ill by him, 


er ue was fond of him. I learned alſo; 


that my eldeſt boy was dead: and hap-. 
«py I thought myſelf, that my poor child 


« was taken away from this wicked world, 
„and the tyranny of a mother who fo 


«little regarded him. But though I blam+ 


ed her, my heart pitied her ſufferings, 
„and I was reſolved to take her home to 


„me again, if ſhe was willing to go with 


eme: I therefore went to ſome common 


„friends both of hers and mine. They 


had long given me up as dead, and 


| ere as much ſurpriſed to ſee me, as ik 
41 had actually riſen from the grave. 
When their aſtoniſhment had abated, I 


&* related every circumſtance of the death 
* of Diana, and what had befallen me fins 
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*ce I firſt abſeonded. They in their turns, 
«informed me of the. cruel uſage my wife 


„met with from O'Kelly; and that ſhe had 


been with them but two or three days 


© before, making her complaint, and la- 
* menting the loſs of me, who had ever 
* behaved very kindly to her. I confeſſed 


„ ſhould be glad to ſee her, and that 
d every thing that had paſſed ſhould be 


56 buried in oblivion, as well on my ſide 


& as hers. . This, they ſaid they way ſure 
2 © would 
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would be coaplich with: and 1 promiſed 
*to call again in, a few days to know 
the reſult. When I went again, ſhe was 
«there, prepared to meet me. After our 
& firſt embraces were over, I told her how 
„glad I was to ſee ber. We have both 
© been guilty, Betty, ſaid J: let that be 
© forgotten for ever. Let us go together 
Leif you are willing, weep over our paſt 
offences, and merit forgiveneſs for them 
* py repentance. She' replied in the moſt 
| endearing manner, that it was the wiſh | 
of her heart, ho. do ſo: that her paſt 
conduct was now moſt odious in her 
eyes, and ſhe longed for nothing more 
. *than to forſake thoſe ways. I believed 
„ber. She quitted O' Kelly, and we went 
l togetber. But though her apparent re- 
© pentance might have been fincere, yet it 
ame into my head that O'Kelly might 
*follow her, and, as ſhe loved him, he 
e might prevail on her to quit me, and 
ego away with him again. Women though 
they complain, are like ſpaniels; and 
ſeldom hate a man for uſing them ill, 
as they call it. My heart foreboded that 
 *ſhe' was not entirely weaned from him; 


and . br ſhould come after her, I did 
ve - not 


\ 
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< not take ber directly to my own houſe; 
e which remained an entire ſecret to her, 
6c but brought her to a lodging I had hir- 
Led at a very remote part of the town 
| «from her former habitation. Here ſhe 
| <remained with me about four days, and 
* behaved as well as woman could do. | 
<6 Some buſineſs calling me out one mon- 

„ing that would detain me all day, I 
* deſired ſhe would not wait dinner for 


eme. In the evening I returned, intend- 


ing, if ſhe had continued only for a 

| ©fortnight to behave well and be recon- 
| *ciled to her ſituation, to have taken her 
down to my houſe in the country: but 
when I heard ſhe had gone out in the 
* morning ſoon after me, and had not yet 
returned, I imagined ſomething more 
* than ordinary had happened. She knew 
« that I had received ſeventy guineas a 
0 few days before, which were in my 
| deſk, I took out the key from my poc- 
«ket with a deſign to open the bureau, 


*to ſee if it was ſafe; but ſhe had ſayed 


me that trouble, . it was broke open, 
and all the money gone. I did not ac- 
*cuſe her; on the contrary, I congratulat- 
Led myſelf that the 16h was | not greater, 
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and that the pernicious conſequences of 


*taking her down to my country houſe 
« were by this means avoided , which would 
« have been my ruin. There was no other 


« way left, but to let her follow the bent 
cc of her own inclinations: for it was ſoon 
bo. known, that ſhe had returned immedia- 
| «My with my ſpoils to O' Kelly. I the- 
s refore converted every thing I had in 


„the world into money, and am no- 


going to die in the place where 1 
4 drew breath. Comfortleſs, ſolitay 2 


* wretched, am I now going: to finiſh at F 
e unhappy life. I know not whether any 
„of my relations are alive, or if they will 


* acknowledge me. Without a child, to 
„be the comfort of my declining. years; 


< without a wife, who would make me 
«paſs the remnant of my days with more 


comfort than I ſhall now, find; without 
seven a friend, ſhall I drag on a wretched 


* exiſtence , till heaven, pacified by my 


*repentance and ſufferings, ſhall call me 
to a welcome grave. Learn from me, 


ce young men, that a lie of termin- 
00 ates in | miſery. „„ | 


— 
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s a oa 64, Wills Faden with hor- 
ror at his ſit ation: and even Lawfon was 
affected. They maintained a long filence, 
each employed in thinking on Perkins's | 
hiſtory. He, unhappy man, ſeemed. over- 

whelmed with the remembrance of his 
paſt miſdeeds, which filled him with ſha- 
me and grief. They had little communi- 
catior 
came to a bye road, which turned off 

from that which they purſued. Here, 

t gentlemen, “ ſaid Perkins, J muſt take 
ME my leave of you: this way leads to the i 

I \« village where my friends did live. a: 
1 &« ſhall reach it to-morrow. morning. Here 
Iten, I. muſt bid you farewel, for ever. 

s my example deter you from the 
& paths of vice, however alluring or 
* tempting.” They both ſhook hands with 
him, and, wiſhing him all „ eee they 


; parted. 
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Have mercy on | him gracious heaven. 8 
faid Wills: *pity his ſufferings, and calm 
< his diſturbed ſpirit.” Lawſon ſeconded hint 
in his prayer, but could not help obſery- 
ing to Wills, that the women were the 


moſt guilty through his Whole hiſtory; 
: BOL, . . and 


together for- a great way, till they _ 
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Wills with his accuſtomed ey hop- 


ed the beſt; and contended for it, that 
mankind in E were infinitely better 
and more virtuous, than our paſſions, par- 
tiality, and prejudice would permit us to 
allow. This argument laſted them to the 
end of their journey, which they finiſhed 
on the ſecond night after they had parted. 
with Perkins: and right glad were they, 
to find themſelves ſafely. arrived at Nant- 
wich, though they were exeedingly tired 
with their laſt day's walk. Wills, how-. 
ever forgot his fatigue, in the reflection, 
that he was ſo much nearer his beloved 


. Juliet: and Lawſon was very glad to find | 
| himſelf at the _d of his Journey. , "opt * 
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5 1 which the Es is "cnformed of . 
ſteps Wills took 0 1 0 J uliet, ana rb 


ſucceſs. 
Arrer lane Sent longer 


0 u 


than uſual in the morning, they aroſe: 


bond we muſt confeſs, with our uſual 
impartiality, that Wills forced- his friend 
Lawſon out of bed, who got up but very 
unwillingly. While they were at break= 
Faſt, they made enquiries about the gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood; and, among 
i Mr. Harcourt's name was mention- 
ed. Lord,“ fays my landlord, “he's a 
2 lucky man: there was no leſs 
than three lives here t'other day between 
him and his brother's fortune and title, 
d and 'tis but laſt week that the laſt o' 
„them died and he has it all.“ | 


That's lucky indeed! and Where does 1 
& he live pray, friend?” 


A matter o“ fix mile from hence, as 
«you turn on your right hand, juſt as 
| a 2 4508 
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« houſe, and a bugeous mo us park to 
eit. And there be 3 pack .o houſes, a” 
ih little village juſt before you come to 
* * the door of the park.” of 


— 


This was nh for W its. - with aid 
not chuſe to be too particular in | 
quiries, left. he ſhould give ground for 
ſuſpicion. As they had dreſſed themſelves 
remarkably plain, they appeared more like 
two farmers ſons in their bettermoſt gloat! 
than what they really were. Away went 
Wills, upborne on the wings of love and 
deſire, to follow the road Which be had 
been directed to. Lawſon panted after, 
and was obliged to bail bim, before be 
could make him ſtop that he might over - 
take him. Really,“ ſaid Lawſon, you 
„were in ſuch a hurry, that one would 
imagine I was your rival, and going to 
« woo your miſtreſs 2 | and he that ran 
_*faſteſt was to have her. 


« Why truly,“ replied ws, 1 was 
00 in beſte. 6 


— 
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„ erben Pretbe vou are going to 
Cher father, and intend to demand her at 
: 6 . 


** 5 5 TT * | Ws | 
th « Whit "i that in your bead? ſaid 
"Wii I wiſh to heaven it was in my 
< power, or want he nn ha a: =o. 


| Lane.” '. | 2 
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1 TEL ITY ” laid 1 ka this. addi. 
60 Hans of fortune and title may make him 
40 humble and tractable, and he may be 
0 willing to give his daughter, who can be 
4 b0 inconſiderable heireſs, to the firſt 
*handſome young fellow that aſks. him 
"for 8 


44 1 ſhould be of a contrary WF. 
„Wealth and rank ſeldom cncrents a man's 
"2 1 15 


64 go 1 think, * ie” 3 «but . 
*ſhould imagine you thought otherwiſe, 
«by! your being in ſuch a hurry. Your | 1 
*©ableſt generals always reconnoitre the wh 
*ground before they draw out their forces 
Lin battle array; and we ſhould know the 
MM diſpoſition of the enemy, . we be- 
5 8 the attack.“ 


0 4 H3 „ You 
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«You ſpeak. in be "op faid- Wiſs 1 


* en yourſelf,” 


That I will A my ebe it 
«is rather odd for a young fellow with 
only fifty pounds a year in his poſſeſ- 
„ſion, to go and aſk a man to give 
„him his daughter, who, perhaps, has 


%a many hundreds; and that, too, with. 


« out knowing whether the girl has any 
* inclination for him, or of what kind 
«of ſtuff the father is made. Now 
„my advice is, that we learn how Miſs 
Juliet ſtands affected, if poſſible, befo- 
bre we open our trenches, and beſiege 
 *the town. If we can bribe, by ſoft 

looks, fervent ſighs, or any of theſe 

current bank bills of love, ſome of the 
inhabitants within to capitulate upon 
' * honourable terms, the day will be our 
6 own. 95 


« Thou ſpeakeſt like an hs, - Tom; 
but till there is one objection. Will it 
not be very diſhonourable to endeavour 
«to gain the dear girl's affections, with- | 
*out her father's conſent ? ” | 


* 5 hp | | ts, 


TTV E And 


an it be very eldtcnldiis to 
1 224 conte, be denied, and loſe her | 
„ for ever, by that means. But now_we 
«are all in the dark: let us learn where 
«we are, before we proceed any further.” 


They began to perceive the village, by 
this time, that their landlord had deſcribed_ 
to them: a little diſtance on the hill was 
the caſket that contained the jewel, dear. 
er to Wills than all the earth, which 
was only Mr. Harcourt's houſe, ſurvotind 
'ed with a beautiful park. On one fide roſe 
the humble ſpire of a country church, 
which ' oppoſed its whiteneſs to the dark 

ſhade of a thick wood, whoſe lofty trees 

towered above it. Wills ſtopped to admire 

the ſcene, which was rendered delightful 
to him by its being the dwelling of his Ju- 

liet. The proſpe& alone pleaſed Lawſon, 
who could not avoid confeſſing it was fine. 
The little village lay in a valley, between 
two gently riſing hills; they accordingly 
deſcended to it, and every ſtep that Wills 
advanced, his heart encreaſed its palpita- 
tion. At the foot, and on the other ſide 
of the bridge, which was thrown over a 
"Uitls Rream: that ran through this valley, 
| | 1 4 Was 
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Was a public” houſe; diſtiggui by 
ſign of the White Hart; | ip but that it 
is ſuppoſed the painter e to have 
drawn a four footed beaſt; when defired to 
paint a White Hart, or whether he knew 
no better; but certain it is, that the de- 
vice on the ſign was in ſhape like thoſe 
harts painted on cards, but with this dif- 
ference, that it was of a white colour. 
As this was the only houſe of entertain- 
ment in the place, they were obliged to 
go in; not before Lawſon had predicted 
that they ſhould be but poorly received 
there. Wills told him, that truſting to ap- 
pearances was very fallacious: and they 
entered the hoſpitable dome. They were 
received by an old man whoſe hair was 
White with age; and whom they conjec- 
tured, from the blue apron that he wore, 
was the landlord. They were not miſta- 
ken: and a very pretty ſmart girl that at- 
tended in the capacity of . ſervant, was, 
as they afterwards learned, his daughter. 
They were ſhewn into a little parlour, 
very clean and neat, which beſpoke the 
houſwifery of the inhabitants of the houſe. 
The old man was very induſtrious in ſup- 
ploying his Ren” ww what they: called 


| us : * * | for; 


or wel, Mauer. 2 the ith of e 
trifling queſtions they aſked the old man, 
they found him the zarrator Femporis 
ai," and as communicative as they could 
wiſh him. They praiſed the neatneſs of 
his houſe: and Lawſon | whh managed the 
enquiry, aſked if that young woman was | 
his wife. No, Sir,” faid the old man, 
. ſmiling, *ſhe is much better, ſhe is my 
daughter; I have but her, and one boy _ 
iin the world. To be ſure he has been 5 
4 1 Wild, but he is now ſettled I hope. My 
tt, | who has been dead about ſeven 
„years, was a very good woman: and if 
"ſhe had lived, I believe, I never ſhould 
4 have left Sr Lionel Harcourt's hg Wm” 


0 Vun cha he 1 ſaid Lawſon : 
for Wills, whoſe faculties were all abſorbed 


0 attention , had not por” to ak a queſ- 
IC done " ; 
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Bord, Sie, don't er know Sir Li | 
45 nels houſe?” L | 


we, we are but rangers, OR 
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40 Aye, you: wuſt be ä indeed. 
ce not to know that: tis the t houſe 


* on the hill here.“ b. 


<1 thought: that was Ir Harcourt's. 


. there's the miſtake now. Why, 


«it was but the week before laſt that his 


« elder brother died, and he became Sir 


Lionel. Though there were two boys, 


as ſweet children as ever the ſun ſhone 
upon, and they 'died about a month ago 
„of the ſmall pox, becauſe the father 
,t oculate them; at leaſt, ſo the 


doctor ſaid: and the poor gentleman” 


40 grieved ſo after bis ſons that he broke 
„bis heart; a good and a worthy 1 


„man he was,” 


And "a Sir Lionel any children 2 
£42 a . 


c Ves, 1 has two daughters: one of 


them has been married, about three years, 


„to a ſquire in the neigbbourhood ſhe 


1 don't like much, and a good young lady 


*ſhe, was: but the youngeſt, Miſs Juliet, 


ehe is worſhipped like an angel by every 


*body about here. So good, ſo affable, 
Bs | "2 


2 


«fo. FREY n and (@ 
lord, ſhe comes * very often to ſee 


my poor girl who was bred up with her, 


« they were play- fellows ever ſince they 


&< were in the cradle; though my Naney i 
«js. a year older than her, being twenty 


"ſt Lammag Ge 


Wills's pertarbations at this account are 


10 not eaſily to be deſcribed. - He thought ſne 


was coming in every moment: and fre- 


11 , 5 14. 
„ tat 


* handſome 3 


* 


quently turned bis eyes to the door, to 


ſee if ſhe did not approach, which he 
dreaded, at the ſame time he withed it. 


Lawſon, perceiving him very uneaſy, 


* 


| kept up the converſation with the old 


man; and, by dint of queſtioning him, 


learned the following account of Sir Lio- 
nel Harcourt. 


« He was the younger ſon of a good 


«family, the elder branch of which were 


„in poſſeſſion of the title he then enjoy- 
«ed. That having a very ſmall fortune, 
*he did not know what to betake him- 
L ſelf to; and, being of an haughty and 
<imperious temper, to which was added 


La great ſhare of ſurlineſs and ill-nature, 


| + |; \ : ' W he 
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ehe ig ""IFF by 4 * e unt 1 
_ *who in general are fog 9s the young. 
Ker brothers, as they are the prettier 
<« venflemen 5 but it Was the reverſe with 
him. That about five and twenty years 
„ngo, lady Betty Clinton, with whom 
che had lived as butler and ſteward for 
| «above fifteen years before, came down 
„to that part of the country to take poſ- 
RX <{eflion of an eſtate that was left her. 
 *Sh@was young, a widow, and tolera- 
«bly - handſome; but a woman of a mild 
«and ſweet temper. While ſhe was in 
| the country ſhe chanced to ſee Mr. Har- 
| o really poſſeſſed a great deal 
beauty: ſhe was ſtruck with 
him; and be was not long before he per- 
«ceived it. As he was inſolent and ſevere 
to thoſe below him, ſo was he fawning 
*to thoſe above him. This pretended hu- 
* millity fixed Lady Betty's affection, and 
in a ſhort time ſhe married him; 4510 a 
good fortune ſhe was. She had above 
nine hundred pounds a year, and twen- 
«ty thouſand pounds in money. How- 
«ever, there were five thouſand pounds 
«piece ſettled upon all the girls, inde- 
pendent of the father. The younger 
5 | pg Ek | " boys 7 


| iS « had. only theſe two. girls in the oy years / 
e ſhe lived with im; for ſhe found too 
e late, poor lady, that happineſs did. not 
* conſiſt in beauty; and his temper, natu- - 
rally bad, was, made work 7 by. not hav- 1 
„ing a ſon to inherit 118% eſtate, and 
Leſpecially as it was limited to ber chil d. 
She broke her heart. It Was his LS 
aulage of her made her ill firſt, and en- 
| Gcreaſed her ſickneſs aſterwards. He kept 
| © himſelf unmarried, and tutned his Whole 
Y thoughts upon encreaſing bis fortune. 
Which, with the late addition to it, is 
a now very conſiderable; and the ſervants 
buy, continued the old man, that his 
8 pride and ſeverity are greater ſince this | 
late title has fallen to him, than before. | 
„About three years ago he forced his eld- 
dest daughter, who was calle d Betſy, after 
* her mother, to marry a, neighbouring 
0 ſquire, WO is like himſelf: and as for 
Miss Juliet, he had like to have loſt her 
n little while. ago, as ſhe. Was coming 
ren London; for it ſeems the floods 
« were out, and the. had like to be drown- 


6« ed, but "for a young man, who ran, into 
Co the water to ſave her. «I he was to 


* 75 © 
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nos the people widua: ma- 
«ke Aa bolidly for him, ſhe is ſo beloved. 
«7 hear that it is rumoured ip the family, 
te that there is a lord whoſe wife is lately 
« dead that has made propoſals for my 
viſit her very ſoon.” d 
Wills Weed colour at this informa- 
tion; 'and his concern was very apparent to 
Lawſon, who ſtill kept up the converſa- 
tion with the old man, who was very fond 
of ſhewirg his knowledge. He aſked him 
how long he hath left Sir . family, 
and 4 PISA 
* « After my wife's Jeath, „ (aid be, FT 
« found myſelf leſs inclinable to put up 
« with the bad uſage Þ received from him; 
„and having ſaved a little money in the 
family, I left him, and applied to the 
«juſtices. for a licence; which they would 
have granted me, but Sir Lionel oppol- 
ed it; however, at laſt, as T bore a good 
character, they gave me one, and I juſt 
* make both ends meet; and what I am 
„Worth, will go . my daughter 
99 the 8 
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This Wenge FRE * of. what they | 
learned from the old man: and as this 
took up ſome time, they dined with bim 
and his daughter, who was very well pleaf- 
ed with her gueſts; and, in particular, 


_ Kxed her eye upon Wills, whit ſhe-could 


not help admiring. His unaffecked civility, 
the reſult of his natural complacency of 
temper, made her look on him in the moſt 
amiable light. She joined her father in 
Juliet's praiſe: it was adding fuel to the . 
fire in Wills's boſom, which there Was 
no occaſion to do. When they had din- 
ed, and rewarded their hoſt, CLnot too 
liberally left the people ſhould imagine 
they were not what they appeared to 
be] they ſtrolled towards the houſe; Wills 
indulging the moſt romantic notions. They 
ſaw no appearance of any female, and 
they. ſauntered along the park wall which 
bordered on the road. Wills had gain- 
ed conſiderably on his friend, and left 
bim fome paces. behind: but ſomething 
having ſtruck Lawſon. that he wanted to 
| ſhew him, he called out, Holla, Wills.” 
At that inſtant a genteel: young man, 
decentiy dreſſed, and mounted on a ve- 
ry 8255 horſe, _— Lawſon call his 
N F 
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Pei \Ropped: e irefltly þ and, locking 


very attentively at him, begged him te 
inform him what o' clock it was, as. bis 


gy; pulling out bis wateh, told him 
a quarter after three. Sir, I 
vou ſaid the ſtranger; and, turn- 
) horſe's head about, lend, 
loud. enough for them to hear him, It 
„ muſt be him!“ and rode off as faſt as he 
ene Wen en e 3 6 ; 20 4 
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Our Wem ſtood looking at eich 
"kw. in filent wonder, for ſome mo- 
— It was evident that Wills was 
the perſon whom the ſtranger meant: 
when he could ſpeak, : hogMEchared,, x 
had never ſeen him before. That * 
* mething extraordinary ,” laid. „ pk 
«for I am ſure he knows: you, Per- 
«haps it is the footman who was with 
the carriage when n firſt ſaw) Miſs 
* Harcourt, * 1. ad. org et 1:7 
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bes fignify ,” Ef, 

et y ho it is; if he knows us, we ſhall de 
blown, and Sir Lionel will treat us but 

y, when he comes to hear of 85 
„our defgn. We had better return, and 


4 conſult what is to be done,” © * 
r e — 

That Wills obſected to, till he had 
walked a little further, and made more 
obſervations. The place was too dear to 
him, to be induced to quit it eaſily. Law- - 
ſon yielded. to him; and it being a ſolita- 10 

ry place, and a bye road, they met no 

other perſon, till they returned to the | 
White Hart again. „ 
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*. which the plan of operation is "[ertled. 
Au interview. A great diſcovery, and 
the conſequence y it; being ou 3 bu 


foneſe. 


'Tusy juft called in at their ii 
to. wiſh him a good night, as they 
paſſed by, and then. purſued the road 
to Nantwich. Lawſon perceived more dif- 
 ficulties in the proſecution of this ſcheme, 
than Wills was either aware of, or would 
ſuffer himſelf to think on. However, the | 
communications of his friend's apprehen- 
ſions upon this occaſion, did not ſerve to 
make Wills eaſy, though it opened his 
eyes. Lawſon very Juſtly concluded, that 
Sir Lionel would jump at this dllwwce 
with quality. It would flatter bis pride 
and vanity too much to be rejected, and 
that his daughter's approbation or diſlike -| 
would be very little regarded upon the 
occaſion: therefore he held it moſt prudent, 
to endeavour to ſecure ' Juliet's affe&ion, | 
and eſpecially as ſhe had an independent Wl 
fortune though a ſmall one, and nothing 


JFC 
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like what ſhe Flake "Oe" if ſhe married 
with her father's conſent. Wills, though 
| be did not approve this advice, as it might 
1 (lead her into an act of diſobedience, if he 


Was ſo happy to pleaſe her, would have 


adcted in another manner if he could: but 


as he knew Lawſon was more verſed in 


the ways of the world than himſelf, and 


had more experience, he ſubmitted. to bis = 


opinion, and agreed, that they ſhould 
endeavour to ſee Juliet, and try what 
effect his prudence would have on her. 


At any rate ,”. ſaid Lawſon, „if ſhe likes 
you, it will prevent her from yielding 


ceto her father's commands, to marfy this 
' * nobleman, which ſhe might otherwiſe be 


« induced to do, if ſhe had no other obje& _ 
«that her heart was fixed upon.” Wills 
allowed the juſtice of the obſervation, and 


determined to go to church the next 8 
day, where he made no doubt but he 
mould ſee her. This was the Friday even- 


ing, and an whole day muſt neceſſari- 


ly elapſe, before he could have a chance 
of ſeeing her: that day was ſpent too, like 


the former, in melancholy reflections. He 
never regretted the loſs of the proſpe ct of 


ou aunt's fortune » till he found he run a 
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charice of loſing * girl at Fs bad 
unalterably fixed his heart upon. He, was 
ſad and dejected; and all Lawſon's ende 
vours to inſpire him with beer Nel 
were ineffectual. At length Sunday morn- 
ing arrived, and he went, with anxious 
impatience and a fluttering heart, towards 
'Pine-hill, the place of Sir Lionel's reſiden- 
ce, Lawſon, whoſe intriguing ſpirit was 
delighted ati the thoughts of laying” ſche- 
mes, projecting caſtles in the air, fun- 
ning away with a damſel, or Nori a 
chamber window, was anvtog- bimſelf 
very agreeably during the walk, by thruſt- 
ing bimſelf and his friend into difficulties, 
and then extricating themſelves again, In- 
deed he had traced, in his fertile imagi- 
nation, a moſt extraordinary ſet of adven- 
tures, which he made no doubt would be 
the conſequence of this amour. He had 
laid it down as a ſelf. evident truth, that 
no girl who had eyes, could refuſe Wills's 
addreſſes, He well knew the power a 
_ handſome young fellow has over a wo- 
man, and eſpecially when he had rendered 
her any ſervice. - -They were both ſo much 
taken up with their own thoughts, that 
uy held very little . with one 
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8 on, | the <= till they came 10 the 
ſpot where they bad the firſt view of the 
church. Here Wills ſtopped. Now, 
* Lawſon, I ſhall know my doom: I ſhall | 
„be able to perceive whether Juliet is 
« pleaſed. to ſee me, or not; and then if 
« this perſon, whoever he is, that ſo un- 
« fortunately knows me, ſhould diſcover me 
bhere, I ſhall be enticely prohibited from 

= *©the ſight of her, by, her father's, ſeve- D 
- TIP! 1 | 


4 vs What a cowardly fellow W art, 
Wills! Never fear her, ſhe won't eat 
| «you. See her, ſee her, man: P11 engage 
We ſhall ſucceed,” „CCC £3 


AY Lawfſon's being ſo ſanguine gave him 
ſome . encouragement, and they took the 
path that led to the church. They did 

not arrive till the ſervice was near begin- 
ning; and not being inclined to ſaunter in 
the churchyard, they paſſed through. the 
rows of the peaſants and farmers who ſtood 

on each ſide the door, not without unders- 
going a ſtri& ſcrutiny, The clerk very 


civilly put them into a good ſeat, where 
Wills ſat Hlent , and trembling, . The bell 


# 


I 3 e 
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coking, the noiſe of the penis coming 
into church, induced Wills to ſtand up; 
and the firſt object that ſtruck his eyes Was 
his beloved Juliet, more lovely, more 
charming than ever, followed by her father. 
Their ſeat was not far diſtant from that 
in which he was placed. His eyes were 
faſtened on her: not a motion, not a look 
eſcaped bim. The elegance of ber. ſhape, 
and the dignity of her deportment, that 
he had not ſo good an opportunity of con- 
templating before, added freſh rivets to 
His chains. As yet ſhe had not lifted up 
ber eyes from her private devotions, on 
entering the church; but the moment ſhe 
did, they were fixed upon him, A bluſh 
ſpreat inſtantaneouſly over her lovely face 
and boſom ; but it was as ſoon ſucceeded 
by a pallid whiteneſs, that ſhewed her 
ſurpriſe and her feelings. She was obliged 
to fit down, Wills, at that moment, ſuf- 
fered more, if poſſible, than ſhe did; and 
_ eſpecially when, looking about, he per. 
| "ceived the young man who had accoſted 
bim on the road two days before, with 
his eyes ſtedſaſtly fixed on him. He at 
down to avoid his obſervation; and, till 
he Was W to Rand up, by the be- 


a. ." ning 
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ginning of the this: he remained in a 
ſtate truly pitiable. He felt for J uliet 
ſtropgly, and wiſhed he had not appeared 
ſo ſaddenly before her. Then this man's. 
knowledge of him! Every thing diſtracted 
him, and he knew not how to conftrue 
her ſurpriſe at ſeeing him. Lawſon,' who 
| Had already ſettled the matter, conceived 
a very good conſequence from it; though _ 
ſhe never once turned her eyes towards 
the place where he ſat during the whole 
- remainder of the ſervice. When it was 
ended, all the congregation waited for Sir 
Lionel and his daughter to go out. As 


5 1 they went towards the door, ſhe ſtole a 


lock at Wills, in which he could not per- 
ceive the leaſt ſpark of reſentment, or an- 
ger. It was not loſt upon Lawſon, who 
took very good notice of it. Wills re- 
mained ſome time in the church, after they 
departed: and the ſtranger ſtaid alſo. This 
gave Wills much uneaſinefs ; ; but how to 
avoid him, he knew not: he ſauntered in 
the church-yard, looking at the graveſto- 
nes: but ſtill he hovered round. him at 
a diſtance. | Wills found it impoſſible to 
eſcape him: and he and Lawſon took their 
way down to the public-houſe in the vil- 
„ * . 1 lage, 
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lige, whore. they W to di . The 
old man was glad to ſee his compatiy 
again, and welkomed them very heartily, 
They aſked him what he had for dinner, 
There was a Piece of boil'd beef in the 
pot ready, and he hoped they would par- 
take with him. They complied with his 
invitation. They fat down, and Lawſon, 
who was very happy in the proſpe& of 
his friend's affairs coming to a fortunate. 
concluſion, eat very heartily, but Wills 


had no appetite; the ſight of Jaliet was 


foot enough for him for that day; and 
though preſſed by Nanny, who aſked him. 
frequently if he did not like bis, dinner, 
and offered to get him any thing elſe 
that he did, yet he declined every thing 
in the moſt obliging manner, and poor 
Nanny was much vexed at ſeeing him re- 
fuſe to eat. They had ſcarce finiſhed their 
dinner, when the young wan came in 
| whom Wills had endeavoured to ſhun. 
The moment he ſaw him, urged by ſome 
extraordinary impulſe, he ſtarted up, and 
changed colour. His imagination was fo 
prepoſſeſſed with the evils that would hap- 
pen to Juliet in caſe he ſhould be known, 
and bis deſign diſcovered, that he could 
TI. | Es 


not help tefifying "this, ehr a 
of furpriſe, at the ſight of the only man 
in that part of the world that could betray. 


bim. © Sit ſtill, Sir; fit fill,” ſaid John 


ſon, for ſo was the eld man Alle, this 
«js only my fon Bob, I told ,you f „ 
but turning to his fon to ſpeak” t 
| he faw his face overſpreat with a deatly | 
paleneſs, and every mark of horror in his 
countenance. Nanny, ſcreamed out, and 
ran to aſſiſt her brother, When 1 reco- 

vered, he faid, he was ſuddenly taken ill, 

but that it was over now; and they | 
reſumed. their chairs again. Wills could 
not help looking very earneſtly at young 

Johnſon , which ſeemed to encreaſe his con- 
fuſion, At laſt, - he begged the favour to 
ſpeak to Wills in private. By all means, 
_ replied Wills; and they walked out hors: 
ther into the garden. Sir, ” ſaid Johnſon, 
„J hope you will excuſe my preſumption. 
„J only beg leave to aſk you one On; 
* ſtion; Do you know me? 1 


No, indeed ,” anſwered Wills; KL 
* don't recolle& ever to have ſeen you be- 
fore. But I have the ſame queſtion. to 

an you,” | | 


- * 2 * RF . c . | 
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be. 


* eſt reaſon to know you, Who bays been 
| 2p, beſt benefaCtor.” 


| k to me the other day: then how can I have 
been of ſervice to you? n 


s hands of ſome robbers; your offering a 
© guinea to them, and their ne it.“ 


*ftruck with it: and remembering your 
et voice perfectly well, though I could not 


explained to you my knowledge of you, 
win and hoping it may be in my 


132 
Ah Ste 7 add he, „ hate the grest- 


„I never fu you, before you ſpoke 


4 Sir 9? kk 2 N about him, 
and lowering his voice, do you remem- 
«ber your reſcuing "a gentleman from the 


41 do, very well, and was much: Cur- 
eee at it.“ 


. Then x Sir; T am that unfortunate man 
© who ſpoke to you: and hearing your 
„name mentioned the other day, I was 


c recolle& your figure or perſon, it being 
«dark, IT aſked you that queſtion, to be 
« aſſured of it. And now, Sir, I have 


power 
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return vou any | ſervice for the 
you en me?” 


a « great kindneſs 


« The firſt 1 require of you,” faid Wills, 


4 is not to tell my name, or er to 


1 n me,” 


* thall not, Sir 4 N 


01 ſhould alſo be glad to know» ſaid 


| Wills, how you came into that dread- 


5 ful fituation in which I firſt found you,” _ 
VI can refuſe to tell you noting; Sir,” 

replied Johnſon; the ſtory is but ſhort. 
„I had connexions with a girl here, who 


Chad nearly been my ruin: I have not, 


„however, the {in of ſeducing her to 
* anſwer for. At that time I lived with 
Sir Lionel Harcourt's land-ſteward, to 
„learn his buſineſs, as T was promiſed the 
place upon his death: for my father and 


mother were old ſtanders in the family. 


<« Soon after I kept this girl company, 1 


„found that it was taken notice of, and 


„„ had ſeveral quarrels with the perſon 


whom I was aſſiſtant to, for neglecting 


*my buſineſs. * Jather * and mother, 
> 1 8 66 who 
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had was ſoon expended: 


"6 — 
« who. knew my r . 


this qht, 


AL uſed to chide me, and ſet before me the 


« bad conſequences of my living with *. 


but I would attend to nothing: ſo, 
60 * remove myſelf from hearing er 


«what was ſo very diſagreeable to me, 


and ſhe telling me ſhe was with child, 
and 1 dreading the diſcovery, propoſed 


“to her to gc to London with me, which 


* ſhe moſt. readily and willingly - conſent- 


«ed to. I gathered up all the little mo- 


«ney I could lay my hands on, and out 
«we ſet, without giving any; body the leaſt 


*notice. I was a ſtranger in London; but 
*ſhe was not: ſhe had acquaintance with 


„ ſome unfortunate women like herſelf, 
«and I was introduced to them and their 


« huſbands; as they called them. 
6 3 ing and merriment, 


In riot- 
the little money 1 


* to procure more, I knew not. 
«he men to whom I had been introduced, 


„and indeed with whom I conſorted, were 
« ſeveral who uſed to make a practice of 

% robbing on the highway: by this means 
« they had always money. | 


« poſed to me to recruit myſelf in like 
10 Wenner: but I declined it with horror. 
&« re 


and what to do 
Among 


It was pro- 
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 *ſgit my girl: He "reproached me with 
„ Want of ſpirit, and upbraided me for 
«the evils I brought on her. I could not 
«bear this: and determined to brave every 
« thing, to procure what ſhe” wanted. 
„The firſt night we ſet out, we had but. 

« bad fortune, The way to deſtruction is 
broad and eaſy, and vice ſoon becomes 

© habitual. The ſecond night 1 had not 

«ſg much repugnance to go on the road, 
and had better ſucceſs: my ſhare of that - 
« night's ſpoil, amounted to five pounds. 5 
«When I went home, ſhe congratulated 
*me on my museen: and boaſted of her 
8 having been the means of putting me in 
* way of getting money ſo eaſily. The 
„ third night was that in which T met 
«with you: we had robbed a gentleman 
*of three guineas, I had taken the money, 

*and. had it in my pocket, when you 
* knocked me and my ochpeblen down; 
* the other deſerted us. Little did I ex- . 
'*pe& ſuch lenity: but the reproof ſunk 
deep into my heart, and I was not ſo 
* hardened, but 1 felt the force and truth 
"© of it. When we quitted you, and went 
| « off, 1 nnn to forſake my "companions 
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that was with me, 


ther, 
and meet at the rendezvous at the ap- 


ea great way in my journey. 
e rejoice at eſcaping from the puniſhment 
„my crimes deſerved! How much did I 


/ 
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and the town at once. I 
that 


© ſuſpicious for us to go into town toge- 
and that we had better ſeparate, 


te pointed hour. He accordingly went 
% one way, and I another: and I made 


directly for the road that led homewards, 
«1 travelled all night: and by the help of 


e returned poſt- chaiſe or two, proceeded 


“comment my own reſolution, in not 


going back to ſee the woman who intro- 


* duced me into the raad of deſtruction. 1 
might have been ſeduced by her wiles, 


and prevailed on by her blandiſhments, 


«to have returned to the ſame dreadful 
“ courſe, 
«but my ſleep was broken and diſturbed 
« by the moft | horrid dreams, I roſe by 


„the firſt dawn of the morning; and the 


« farther I went from the deteſted ſcene 
* of my guilt, the happier I was. At 
„length I reached home, and was receiv- 
«ed kindly, +» The ſteward. being dead, I 


am in poſſeſſion of his Place: : and hope 


G . n that 


I told the man F 
it would be 


How did 


On the ſecond night I reſted: 
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ee that my offences are . and For: 
: bags an by God and man. 
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1 thve no doubt bud. they are,” ſaid 
Wills, „if you have truly repeats of 
%them.” I am glad to ſee you reſtored to 
928 pe and happineſs. „ | 


6 * were the cauſe, „ and you have 
< the merit of it. But pray, Sir, will you 
«excuſe me, if I aſk you what buſineſs. 
brought you. down here in this dreſs, 
which I am ſure is not fitting 0 you,” 


«A 3 that I cannot reve Foes | 

« Can I ſerve you, Sir 2 Will you give 
© me leave to gueſs at the cauſe? Pray, 
* did not you reſcue Miſs Juliet Harcourt 
from imminent. ane ſome time ago? 


"ice How ad you come to the know 


edge of that 2” ſaid Wills, en, and 
locking angrily. . 


1 bh Dow't be offended, Sir: I imagine it 
'*muſt be you, by the ceſeription ſhe has 
12 very often given to my ſiſter of your 
C 66 per- 


A 


* 
8 3 
** f 


wo 


t perſon: and if I can judge from your 
„looks in church this day, it was ſhe 
«who was the occaſion. of your coming to 


1 


«6 * this part of the d. ä 


. 


ae Friend? ay replied Will, ,  ®ceaſe vor 
* ſurmiſes,” hes; | 


* will, Sir; bot my „nie is deroted 
to your ſervicsy 1 minke uſe of Wt. 


, «You judge but too . jaa » 
"ſaid Wills with a ſigh: I will truſt you, 
and will not entertain a doubt of your 
15 fidelity. I doat on her to diſtraction; my 
„life is wrapped up in her, and 1 would 
u venture a thouſand deaths to ſerve her: 
but T would not cauſe her any uneaſi- 
neſs from her father on my account, for 
«the univerſe: tell me, if you know 
''< whether the ſweet girl is diſengaged.” 


Johnſon told him he believed ſhe was 
as yet; but heard ſomething of a Lord 
who was to pay his addreſſes to her ſoon: 
However, if you have a meſſage or a 

| letter to ſent her, I will deliver it to 
be ber. * have den children together, 
| 66 *and. 


i® 


<and: her affability and good nature make | 
6 ber the * of the Whole . Tb 


«Bat 12 aid Wills,, © cif it mould 4 
«known to Sir Lionel that you have acted 
«in this manner, will not he take your 
12 N from you?” 


- *Fear not,” ſaid * „ jt will never 
«* come to his knowledge. I will run any 
«riſque to ſerve you: and if your baſhful- 
dec neſs ſhould. prevent you, I will venture 
*to ou her ue errand here, 


4 «Well, 75 faid "Op * will employ you: 
«let us ſtep into your father” „ and therd 
J will write to her.” | 
| * 

2 10 In the W to the houſe, Johnſon in- 
formed him, that Sir Lionel's eſtate amount- 
ed now to above four thouſand a year; 
that his daughters would have all his. for- 
tune, and Juliet, who was his favourite, 
the greater ſhare of it. He then launch- 
ed forth in her praiſe, enumerated her 
many good qualities, and her ſuperior ac- 
compliſhments; tho' there was no fort of 
occaſion for this, as Wills's Pain did 
e 1 e 
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not ſtand in need of any augmentation.” 
Before he went into the houſe, he told 

Johnſon that it would be very prudent to 
_, "conceal the cauſe of their knowledge from 
his father and ſiſter, which was agreed to 
for the preſent; but I ſhall acquaint them 
«with it before you go,” ſaid he, and 
* in the mean time ſhall tell them you are 
my beſt friend, and inſiſt upon Meir 
© ſilence in regard to yur? 


When they a „they found Law. 
ſon and the old man in deep converſation. 
The ſabje& was Miſs Harcourt, whom they 
informed him had been there the day be- 
fore; and alſo acquainted him, that the 
aunt and couſin were gone back to London, 
as it was to viſit them ſhe went there, 
and they returned into the country with 
her. Lawſon had been amuſing the old 
man, during Wills's abſence, with a ſtory 
of their intention to take a farm in the 
neighbourhood; and he recommended his 
ſon Bob, as a good judge of land, to aſ- 
ſift them: but when they entered this was 
put an end to; and Bob, calling his father 
into the parlour with Wills, , informed him 
he was a gentleman to whom he was un- 

F „ : der 


* 
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der the greateſt of all obligations, and de- 
fired him to treat him accordingly and for 
his life not to mention a ſyllable of it. He 
promiſed very faithfully to be filent. Wills 

then calling in Lawſon, informed bim what 
a friend he bad found in this young man; 
and writing materials being prepared, he 
ſat down to form the letter. But this was 
by no means an eaſy taſk: and while he 
is puzzling his brain how he ſhall addreſs 
the fair object of bis deſires, Lawſon and 
Bob having left him to himſelf, we ſhall _ 
follow them, and take the W . 


concluding this chapter. 3—ñãV!l ON 


Cnay TER XXX. 


A view of the inſide of the bouſe at Pine. 


hill : a letrer „and its effects. 


T.,aws0N, when he ooh Bob out of 


the hearing of the houſe, began to 


aſk bim many queſtions about Juliet; for 
it never once entered his head to enquire 


how his acquaintance with Wills commenc- 


ed; that was very indifferent to him, ſo 


he could render his friend any ſervice. 


For true it is, that Lawſon had the ſin- 


cereſt friendſhip for Wills; but, at the 


fame time, thought him very ridiculous 
in ſome things; and he looked on his con- 
duct, in others, to. ſet him above the ordi- 
Johnſon, finding 
him to be Wills's particular and intimate 


nary race of mortals. 


confidant in this affair, anſwered all his 


queſtions with the greateſt readineſs; and 
added ſome circumſtances which ſhe had 


mentioned, concerning the perſon who ruſh- 
ed into the water to reſcue her, ſo favour- 


ably, that it contributed to keep up Law- 
ſon's ſpirits upon the occaſion, 


This, how- 
ever, they both agreed not to tell the lov- 


er, 


er, leſt there might be” a dilappointment, 
and it would look as if Johnſon wanted to 
curry favour with him. They then return- 
ed to Wills, who had, by this time, 


finiſhed his letter, and was ſealing it as 
they came in, Johnſon told him, that he 


ſhould have an anſwer to-morrow even- 


ing, and ſhould expect to meet him at his 
father's. They then parted: Wills and 


W 


A 


Lawſon went to their habitation, and John- 


ſon returned to Pinehill. Heaven,” ſaid. 


Wills, when he got to the ſummit of the 


hill, Heaven be witneſs, I could ſtay 


«here only to look at the houſe that con- 


L tains my Juliet. My imagination would 
«trace her through all the different amuſe. 


ments of the day; would attend her like 


«<a guardian ſpirit, warding of all miſchief 
and evil, and ſhowering down peace and 


6 comfort. ere on her.” 


— 


0 Upon my word ,” ſaid Lawſon, oy you 5 


ve ſentimental lovers are a very W 
« agreeable ſet of beings: but you enjoy 
all the pleaſure yourſelyes,” 


2 That I believe, replied Wills; « hut 


*we can communicate it to others, if they 5 


care not inſenſible.“ 


N «Yes, 


. 
" Yes, T ſuppoſe ſo—to the” objefts of 


44 your affe ctions 


„To the moſt. indifferent perſyps in 
«the world,” ſaid Wills, walking on, if 


s they have ah loſt all ſenſe. For inſtance; 


„Je engage the author of the Man of Feel- 
 *zng, with whom, by the bye, I had 
„rather be acquainted, than the firſt Peer 
in the land, experienced all the pleaſu- 
res and pains attendant on the moſt de- 
*licate and refined paſſion, which you may 
„call ſentimental, if you pleaſe. If he had 
*not, he could never have affected his 
readers ſo much, Lonly ſpeak for my- 
„ ſelf. When I read it, there were ſome 
5 « ſounds, that my det was then in uni- 
1 ſon to, and they vibrated together; con- 
* ſequently I received more pleaſure than 
any body elſe, that had not the ſame 
„ ſenſations, could poſſibly do. If poor 


Brewer had been alive, he would have 


' «admired thoſe precepts of humanity and 
general beneyolence that are ſo ſtrongly 
«inculcated in it, and have found out the 
author. One thing I am ſure of, that 
he muſt have been in love, ey I fear 


his paſſion was , It may be md 
60 own caſe ſoon.” 


4 


Law- f 


** 


„ ER 


Lawſon, ſtill earneſt in perſuading him 
that he was agreeable in Miſs Harcourt's 
eyes, would not ſuffer him to indulge ſo 
ROY a reflection. ; 


We ſhall "89M leave him thus em- 
a and follow Johnſon to _ Pine-hill. 
But firſt, it will be neceſſary to inform our 
readers how Juliet ſtood affected. It may 
be imagined, from the converſation that 
paſſed between Wills and her while he was 
accompanying her to the chariot, that ſhe 
did not look upon him in a diſagreeable 
light; and her good opinion of him was 
_ encreaſed by the -praiſes her aunt and cou- 
fin beſtowed upon him during the. remain- 
der of the journey. The truth is, that ſhe 
could not help wiſhing that he would put 
his promiſe in execution, of coming to 
| ſee her, though ſhe had no ſort of opinion 
that he would be as well received as ſhe 
wiſhed he ſhould be by her father. When 
the ſtory was related to him, he com- 
mended the young fellow's ſpirit greatly; 
and, as he was very fond of his daugh- 
ter, would have rewarded him, juſt at 
that moment, | handſomely : but he. forgot 
it ſoon again. Not thus the gentle, the | 
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amiable Juliet: her heart was affected by 
the generous and gallant behaviour of her 
deliverer, and ſhe could not help forming 
a wiſh, that ſhe had it in her power to 
reward him: and thus ſhe often expreſſed 
herſelf to Nanny, whom' ſhe uſed frequent- 
1y to converſe with, Jn talking the mat- 
ter over, her father would frequently in- 
ſinuate, that he might be ſome young far- 
mer, or ſmart Londoner, who, though of 
an inferior rank in life, there is ſcarcely 
a a poſſibility of diſtinguiſhing from a gentle- 
man, Though his addreſs and language 
appeared to her very different, yet ſhe 
did not know but her father's | ſurmiſes 
might be juſt; and it gave riſe to many a 
figh. Yet ſhe could hardly conceive, that 
\ ſuch a perſon would attempt to W | 
promiſe to pay her a viſit at her father's. 
Theſe cogitations employed ber imagina- 
tion; and the generous ſtranger retained a 

place in her remembrance, that would have 
given him much pleaſure, had he known 
it. The very day that Wills and his friend 
arrived at Pine-hill, her aunt and couſin 


returned to Landen. The day aſter ſne 


paid a viſit to her old friend Nanny, who, 
wy; * en * che n gueſt 
1 that 


# 


that had Hong at _ tutors the day be- 
fore, was very laviſh in his praiſes. Nan- 
ny, Who imagined the gentleman ſhe had 
heard Juliet deſcribe ſo favourably was a 
rich and a grand man, could never con- 
ceive, nor did it ever enter into her head, 
that he could be dreſſed in ſuch plain 
cloaths as Wills appeared in. Juliet, Who 
knew very well that love was capable of | 
aſſuming many diſguiſes, liſtened very at- 
tentively to her deſcription; and could not 
help thinking, that it muſt be this gentle. 
man who had come to pay her the viſit 
he had promiſed. i made her little 
heart flutter with joy. But, as ſhe return- 
ed home, ſhe could not forbeas” from enter- 
taining "=P reflections very prejudicial to 
Wills's fortune and character: and ſhe fear- 
ed that her father's ſuſpicions were but 
too true concerning him. She found alſo, 
that ſhe had indulged herſelf in thinking 

ofteher and more favourably of bim than 
prudence would juſtify, conſidering her 
total ignorance of him. Her reſolutions, 
in ' conſequence of theſe thoughts, © a ore 
very hardly againſt her lover: nevertheleſs 
The could not help wiſhing: to ſee bim. 
And ROW" much the was nes and 


& 7: © x > 5 ee oh what 


2 
— —— —ꝛ 


- 
: 
| 
b, 
! 
155 
'h 
þ 


3 


1 
== *z 


— 
7 
0 


„ 
-c — — IT OL 5 — — 
= — . wag Een er re 8 in ons" rates; owe tear we ra, 
/ 1 8 2 9 · — 22 — — -— 

r A £ = hs 

. r * ns * 

— —— — n * * 
* R 4 M 
2 


know what was the meaning of this meſ- 


what ſhe felt, at e 8 of him, we 


0 have already informed our readers, 


When ſhe returned home, ſhe dt 
her own reflections; for Sir Lionel was 
too much engaged in the conſideration of 
his own importance, to condeſcend to look 
at any body in the church, or to diſturb ' 
Her with any ſuſpicions. Many gentlemen 
of the country dined there that day, who 


came to congratulate Sir Lionel on. his ac- 


ceſſion to the title and fortune; and con- 
ſequently, Juliet, who retired ſoon after 
dinner, had time enough to ruminate on 
her ſituation, and the viſit and appearance 
of her lover: for ſhe very juſtly concluded 
that it was upon her account he came 
into the country. And here we muſt owh, 


that Juliet could not but ſtifle, for a time, 


the inſinuations of prudence, and indulge 
the pleaſing ſenſations the fight of him had 


given her. In the midſt of theſe reflec- 


tions, her maid brought her word, that 


Mr, Johnſon, the ſteward, begged to ſee 
| her, about ſomething he had to ſay to her. 
She deſired he might be ſent up; and, in 


the mean time, was a little anxious to 


lage. 


WR, 
»- 4 
N 


ed, and left them by nn 


Well, Mr. Johnſon „ what is your 


"Ins with: me?” *..- 5: Side 4 | 


5 I am come, Miſs I upon an ex- 


2 traordinary ; and, I hope, you 


«won't'be angry with me.” 


« No certainly : 2 1 ſure you would | 


«do, nothing to deferve my . But 


What is this errand?” 


1 It is to bring you this eter, Ma- 


= dam. 90 


« f rom Whom, 5 pray?” 


* 


„Wben you read ir, you will be in- 


« formed, Madam.“ 


: * | 5 : ; / 
Indeed, Mr, Johnſon, I ſhall not, un 
© leſs 1 know whom it comes. from.” 


«© Mr. Wills, OP defired. me to 
© preſent it to you.” TOR 


* 4 1 4 - : : S 4 Oo $ ; 5 
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fage. Johnſon appeared: 2˙ ane ied! eben. 
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puniſhment. 


vou to think favourably of me. 


150 


4 dont know any ſuch perſon, but 1 
5 will read it; it may be concerning me 
ogy buſineſs, 0 


© Bhs ok to the window, and break- 
ing open the ſeal with a eee hand, 
read a follows. 


Madam, 


From the hour I firſt ſaw you, our 
lovely image has never quitted my eyes, 
nor your idea my remembrance. Unable 
to remain at ſuch a diſtance from you, I 
have ventured to appear in your preſence. 
But how ſhall I excuſe myſelf, or tell you 
the purpoſe for which I am come hither? 
My preſumption, I fear, will induce my 
A ſtranger, and without any 
recommendation, am I come here, to aſk 
Though 
my ſtation in life, and the proſpe&s of 
fortune, now unhappily obfoured, would 
once have entitled me to have made ſuch 
propoſals. to Sir Lionel, as might, with 
your approbation, have proved agreeable; 
yet to none of theſe can I pretend now, 
and all I have to offer in my own behalf, 


2 


is, that 1 love you was the moſt ardent - 


and 


. _ 151 
and pure b Alonz and 1 had not the 
fear of being ſupplanted by a rich and 
powerful rival, almoſt driven me to diſtrac- 
tion, I had not dared to acquaint you 
with a paſſion T determined to bury in 
filence, till ſome favourable opportunity 
offered of declaring it, and making myſelf 
in ſome degree worthy of your hand; On 
your mercy, Madam, I throw myſelf, 
Terrified with the . fears of loſing you for 
ever, I only wiſh to know my fate from 
your lips: and if I ſhall be baniſhed from 
Four ſight, miſery and deſpair muſt be my 
portion. Permit me to aſſure you that I 
am and ever ſhall be, with the trueſt af- 
{dep and che moſt ſincere reſpect, 


Madam, 285 
1 devoted fervant, 


FRANGIS Wruus. 


"When ſhe had finiſhed it, ſhe. —_ 
1800 to Johnſon, and aſked him if he 
knew the purport of the letter which he 
had brought her? He replied, fY n be. 5 
* lieved he did.“ h BY 
And how could you 8 to ks 
me an addreſs from a man whom I know 


46 no- 


4:42 24348 


"364 N 


* 
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„nothing of, and whom you, perhaps, 


«don't know? If my father was informed 
of this proceeding, I am ſure he would 


be er angry. . 


I am dure he would, Madam: but * 
& would encounter any danger to ſerve the 
1 that ee you chat letter. ; 
et is a very extraordinary one, „ beid 
The; and I deſire you may tell vey that 
1. ſhall receive no more letters rom: 


„That meſſage will break his heart, 
&« Miſs Juliet; and if you knew how good, 
< how noble and generous he is, you 
would have ſome pity on him.“ 


„How came you to be ſo well acquaint- 


© ed with him, that you ſhould know his 
10 virtues ſo well 2 


Oh! Madam bets enter to bw: 


them; I am under the hs obliga- 
tions to him. 


mY : 4 7 * " 


What- 


Cale! oa 


Wills's generoſity and clemency, the man- 
ner of his meeting him near the park wall 
and the converſation they had that day 
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«| E Whatever they may be ſaid ſhe, 
63+ is very. improper and imprudent in me 

«to carry on a - correſpondence with him: 
66 and ſo make him that anſwer.” 


Ohl bid Tekin : throwing himſelf | 3 
on his knees before her, do not make 
me the means of driving ſo worthy and 
*ſo amiable a young gentleman to ruin and 


_« diſtraction.“ 


| Juliet, wih was extremely ſurprized at 
his emotions, and his taking Wills's part 
ſo ſtrenuouſly, bade him riſe; and inſiſted 
upon knowing the cauſe of his being ſo 
much attached to him, Johnſon, though 
it was very diſagreeable to him to repeat 
his ſtory, thought, nevertheleſs, that it 
might influence her in his favour: and, 
after entreating her to be ſecret, and tel- 
ling her that he put his life into her hands, | 
he related his whole hiſtory ; enlarging on 


together. Juliet's feelings, during this 
relation, are not eaſily deſcribed: ſhe- 
ſhuddered with horror at the danger John- 


1 54 - 


ſon, who had been 3 up with * FOR 
a child, was plunged i in. Her heart throb- 
bed with joy. , when ſhe heard. of Wills's 
behaviour: and ſhe, no leſs admired his 
delicacy in the conduct he preſerved with 
Johnſon. | Juliet's mind was as amiable 
as her perſon was lovely, With all the 
tender ſenſibility of the ſex, ſhe. poſſeſſed 
a great ſhare of good ſenſe; and her 
talents , naturally bright, were improved 
os education, Her heart, therefore, could 
help approving thatk. ſentiments in 
Wills which bore ſo great a reſemblance 
to her own, *© Really * faid. ſhe, Mr. 
« Johnſon,” after a long pauſe, cannot 
blame your earneſtneſs to ſerye this gentle- 
© man; your ſituation was terrible indeed, 
« if, he had not been ſo merciful. I don't 

„know what to ſay,” yy 
 _» Johnſon thought now was his time to 
aſſiſt his friend effectually: he ſaid ſo many 
things in his praiſe, and ſpoke ſo much of 
his deſpondency, and the dreadful conſe- 
' quences of her refuſing to ſee him, that 
he happily prevailed with her to give him 
a favourable anſwer. She aſked when he 
el ſee him again: ; and being informed: 
«Well, 
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«Wall, if it is poſlible, * 1 will be there, 


ce and hear from him what he would have.” 
As ſhe ſpoke; a bluſh overſpread her face; 


and, unwilling that Johnſon ſhould. be a 


witneſs of her confuſion, ſhe. went into 


another appartment: and he, overjoyed: at 
un n of his . , depa 


GR 7 e ry 


* 


Wied hs 3 Juliet x was. e 


ſhe read over the letter ſeveral times. She 
reflected on what Johnſon had told her; 


and found, upon caſting up the account in 


her own boſom, there was a ballance in 


favour of what ſhe had heard of Wills's 
principles: however, ſhe determined to-a& 


very circumſpectly: and though ſhe would 


not wiſh to diſobey her father, yet the 
melancholy example her ſiſter afforded 
her, made her reſolve to oppoſe bis will, 
that would only 92 ien, win 1 


a her wretehed. i enay HAS 
: : — 3 


eee was ſo pleaſed. at the favours : 


able reception he met with, that he ſet 
out early in the morning to acquaint Wills 
with it; having firſt given his father ſo- 
me hints of what he was to expect in 


the evening, renewing his charge. to him 
Wel I. IL. 8 e 
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to keep the moſt profound filence. His 
arrival furprized both Wills and Lawſon; 


and each had their different ſentiments of 
the matter. But when he told them what 


ſhe had ſaid, an indifferent ſpectator would 
have ſuppoſed that Lawſon had been the 


favoured lover: for he embraced Johnſon 


with much fervency, and capered about 


the room with great agility, whilſt Wills 


ſat ſpeechleſs and thoughtful. However, 
be thanked Johnſon heartily, and keep- 


ing him to dinner, in the afternoon they 


| all fot out together for: hw! "White * : 


C HAP TER XVIII. 5 


An interview, which ſome of our readers 
will, and ſome me not, like. 


W ILLS was by no means ſociable com- 
pany: he was revolving in his mind 


in what manner he ſhould addreſs Juliet. 


He felt unuſual „ and his 
mind was never in ſuch a ſtate, or was 
he ever leſs collected, ben at that mo- 
ment. Johnſon and Lawſon , whoſe feel- 


| inge were not ſo delicate, and whoſe fen- 


timents 
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timents were leſs W ant them 15 
ſelves very agreeably during the walk: for _ 
Lawſon entertained a great reſpe& for his 
companion, who had ſo far advanced Wills's 
affairs in ſo ſhort a time. They at length 
arrived at the father's houſe, and found 
Juliet, the lovely Juliet, vers! "I, Bar 
confuſion was great, Wills's equalled, it. 
She firſt was able to tell him; that ſhe 
had not forgot his generoſity in reſcuing 
her from a dreadful death, and that ſhe 
ſhould always retain a moſt grateful ſenſe 
of it. Wills, who bluſhed exceedingly 
| while ſhe ſpoke, muttered, juſt ſufficient-. 
iy loud to be intelligible, that *it was the 
% happieſt hour of his life in which he had 
rendered her a ſervice.” 2 
641 believe * ſaid Miſs Areas, ce that 
« gentleman, ” turning to Lawſon, «was 
<alfo aſſiſting you, and is likewiſe entitled 
to my thanks.“ 0 po 


Mi They overpay the ſervice nfuitely, 
i n * returned | Lawſon. 


'\ : * 


. Ah ” id old Johnſon g vikethe vil- 
<lagers here knew that theſe geytlemen_ 
| L Hen "7 en, 
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«had ſaved you, they would have made a 
* bonefire for ors 15 


So ſaying , he went out, his ſon and 
Lawſon following him ſoon after. Nanny 
was called out about ſome domeſtic buſi- 
neſs, and the amiable couple were left 
alone, They remained filent for a ſhort 
time: and Wills could not, for the ſoul of 
him, utter a ſyllable. | His. eyes were fixed 
on. the ground, and he ſat in a ſtate of 
ſeeming ſtupefaction. Mifs Harcourt drew 


him from his reyerie. © To a gentleman, - 
„to whom I owe ſuch an obligation, 1 
may be excuſable in thus tranſgreſſing 


' *the rules of propriety. I was honoured 
| «with a letter from you, Sir; and I will 

not pretend to witcnderſand your mean- 
ding: But, Sir. 


3 «Tis true, Mite „that I attempted 
to make you acquainted with a paſſion, 
that I conceived for you, the moment 
that I was ſo happy as to fave a life that 
is much dearer to me than my own: but 
it is impoſſible to acquaint you with the 
* fincerity of my heart, or the devotion 


with which I behold you. I am a ſtran- 


: 22 . thus honoured by your condeſcen- 
*fion:; : 
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« «ſion: and only 8 of it, br the po- 


« rity and honour of .my. affetion.” : 


While he aka, his eyes ſparkled wich 


a inexpreſſible vivacity, and his modeſt dif- 


fidence added a bluſh to the natural bloom 


of his cheeks: but. his voice faltered, and 


he heſitated while he ſpoke. His manner 


rn indicated Perturbations. | 


«This . Sir, „ x am by no 
* means at liberty to bear. If my father 


*ſhould ſanctify — 13 e 


A „Hear me, 1 Fi ſaid ht i inter- | 


rupting her: my tongue is a ſtranger. to 


< deceit, and truth is the language of my 
„heart: therefore I will not impoſe upon 
cher whom my ſoul loveth. If pecuniary 
< qualifications muſt gain you, alas! 1 
«ſhall loſe you for ever.” He therefore 


informed her who he was, his connexions 


and proſpects, and how he had loſt bis 
= aunt's fayour, though he concealed the 
occaſion of it. He alſo acquainted: her 
with his preſent ſituation: and, aſſuring 
her that, from the hour ſhe bad told him 
ſhe was diſengaged, he had entertained the 
Kt „„ L 3 | fond. 
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| fondeſt hopes of proving \acceptable to her, 


and had flattered himſelf that ſhe woutd 


7 give him leave to devote his life to her 
ſervice, but that theſe were killed by deſ- 


pair, When he heard of the rank and 


wealth of Sir Lionel, and found that a 


nobleman was to bees A her ſuitor, and 


that too by the conſent of her father. 
„And now charming Miſs Harcourt, I 


< have opened my heart to you, I con- 
©feſs my own unworthineſs, and how lit- 
tle T merit the "poſſeſſion of your hand: 
* however, it will be ſome ſatisfaction to 
© me to think, that I ſhall have had the 


; * «happineſs of acquainting you with my 


ee paſſion, hopeleſs as it is, before I aban- 
«don myſelf to deſpair.” He ceaſed: and 


Juliet lifting up her eyes, faw a big 


tear ſtand trembling in his, and perceived 


N how much his whole frame was s agitated. 


« Sir,” replied Juliet, „ have every 


< reaſon to believe what you ſay; but my 

L father has conceived ſuch notions of my 
e ſhining in a ſphere of life that may be 
very grand, and very miſerable, that he 
< would never conſent to liſten to any pro- 
*poſals you could make him,” 


6 1 know it, and it «ods to my adds 
ee: J ſee . 4 ſee it , Miſs Harcourt; I 
never ſhall meet Sir Lionel's approbation, 
and I never will tempt his daughter to 
ese nan act of diſobedience, _ I will be wretch. 
bed, but not criminal: and all my conſo- 
ans tion will be, that 1 ſhall adore you, 
Land you only, while L live.” 


2 Theſe exalted 33 : are op 
*confiſtent with Mr, n chaten 


125 « Mine, Madam * 2 alas! it is unknown 
*to you!” | | . 


No, indeed, Sir. Mr. Johnſon, who 
*was your ſtrenuous advocate, informed 
© me of your generoſity and humanity 2. 
*and it. would be unjuſt not to allow you 
„the praiſe due to your merit. Indeed, 
Sir, I wiſh I could reward it.“ 


Oh, Miſs Harcourt, it is only in 
«your power to bleſs me beyond the race 
*of man. My preſumptuous hopes would 
prompt me to requeſt you to pity my 
< paſſion, and believe, my ſincere attach-. 
* ment e vou can 100M be diſſolved. by 
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„death, and to entreat you to allow me 
' © hereafter to approach you, when I may 
be better able to avow my affection; 
„ But when I conſider this conceſſion will 
_-*bring you into endleſs trouble, and oc- 
\ *cafion: you fo many evils; my heart, 
* terrified at the leaſt apprehenſions of any 
thing that can give you uneaſineſs, will 
«forego its deareſt hopes, to contribute 
| ©to. your eaſe or happineſs. Therefore, 
lovely Juliet, I will reſign my ill-fated 
„ pretenſions, and, at an humble diſtance 
from the object of my wiſhes, pray in- 
66 ceſſantly For your eternal HOO: MT? 


8 His voice was bertel audible as be 
pronounced the laſt words, and he hung 
— . his nn in . 1 


Eq oy Jnr think ks can- conſtituts ; 
ki © happineſs, Mr. Wills,” faid Juliet: We 

li "fs have a ſad-example .in our family alrea- 
dy of the truth of that obſervation: and 
I affure you, my father ſhall never force 
"oF me to _ a man 1 don't aac 


3 | «wil you, TA give me leave: to 
25 e on ama maid, didſt thou but 
5 * 


\ \ 


Know the ſcenes of happineſs which I 
«had traced out in my romantic imagina- 
«tion to enjoy with you! but they were 
<deluſive dreams of a diſturbed fancy : 1 
< muſt never know what bliſs or true joy 
«is! My tranſports will be too powerful 
* for my reaſon and diltraction will enſue.” 


ried: Juliet Dogs to be of ths FER 0 


opinion ; for his voice was more elevated 
than before, and ſhe thought ſhe perceived 
a wildneſs in bis eyes, that -alarmed her. 
_ « Your reaſon ſhould not ſuffer itſelf to be 
hr overpowered: I would contribute every ; 
. . in =y Power; to- et £6, 


5 Then do not forbid. me be bine » g 
ſaid he, eagerly. «Tell me, that, ſhould 
B ene be propitious, and I ſhould be | 
« reſtored to my aunt's favour, you would 
admit me to breathe out my vows of 
„ unalterable love at your feet. Speak, 
* too charming Juliet: oy ; and. tell me 
A my fate at once.” | 


. « 1 wiſh 1 could render it agreeable to 5 

F you, Mr. Wills: but what muſt your 
opinion of me be, who thus have made 
Tj | „L +” 5 fn 
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an appointment with you. Ob, TL ſhall 
die with ame to think onit!” 


« What ſhall I think, Miſs Harcourt, 
* of you? As of one of thoſe ſuperior 
b peings ſent to comfort and remove the 
< woes attendant on our natures : pure, 
„innocent, and the object of our adora- 
tion. But my paſſion is founded in truth 
* and honour, and ſuperior to forms, My 
© misfortunes require extraordinary conſo- 
lation. Tell me you do not hate me: 
bid me hope, — 1 ſhall be happy.“ 


1 


1 After the e you Hales: rendered 
| *me, I cannot hate you, And could I 
obtain my father's confent, I will own 
e to you ingenuouſly, that I know no man 
Al with whom T would more ann 
« « ſpend my life.“ 
; Wills was on his knees at her feet: 
her hand, a willing priſoner in his, was 
preſſed to his lips. His raptures were in- 
| expreſſible, his joy tumultuous. His thanks 
were broken ſentences, unconnected phra- 
ſes: they were ae to her. In a 
13 ſhort time he became more compoſed; and 
F 5 the 


the moment approaching in which ſhe muſt 
return, ſhe told him, that the next day 


ſhe ſhould go to Mrs. Mannington's, her 
ſiſter, where ſhe could have an opportu- 


nity of ſeeing him with leſs conſtraint than 


in the place ſhe then was; that ſhe and 
her ſiſter had ever poſſeſſed the greateſt 


friendſhip for each other, and the moſt 


unreſerved confidence; and that if he would 


take the trouble of following her there, 


that her brother was too much engaged 
with his amuſements to trouble himſelf _ 
about his wife, and they might ſee each 
other with more liberty in the preſence of 


her ſiſter, Wills promifed faithfully to fol- 
low her; aſſured her of his gratitude and 


his love; and preſſing her. unteſiſting hand 
to his lips, trembling with joy, he Part. 5 


ed from her very unwillingly. 


1 who anxiouſly waited the 
event of this interview, not but that he 
had promiſed himſelf the moſt agreeable 
and fortunate conſequences from it, Was 


very glad when it was over, that he might 


know the truth of the matter: but this he 
could not do immediately; for his friend 


took young Jonſon aſide, and conferred 


with _ 
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- with him ſome time. The ſubjec̃t of their 
converſation was nothing more than Wills's 
thanking him for the token of his friend- 
ſhip in conveying his letter, and ſpeaking 

- Fo favourably of him, J aſſure you, Sir,” 
| replied Johnſon, © that the life you faved, 
"Ti is gen to your ſervice, ” 
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It is time to VEN that NS ſaid 
Wills, and, joining Lawſon, they proceed - 
ed towards their lodging at Nantwich. 


_ — 
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Wills 9040 not refuſe. to tell him the 
2 ſucceſs of his negociation; it was no more 
than Lawſon expected. And, when Wills 
| talked in raptures of her condeſcenfion and 
- goodneſs, and praiſed her ingenuouſneſs in 
the moſt fervent and exalted terms, he 
ſaid, it was no more than he foretold all 
along, and hoped that Wills would, for 
tze future, pay more reſpect and attention 
.- to his oephecies, In the mean time, he 
ECT”. rejoiced | very heartily to ſee his friend's 
wiſhes crowned with ee. | 


o 
* Y by 
+ K - 
* 


et 1 Ati of the a 

that” led to Mr. Mannington's, they ſet 
* out J 4 58 but one, aſter this, to meet 
5 Miſs 


3 


+ 8 1* 8 
* ” 


ed there, when the *Squire was engaged at 
bis bottle, with his fellow ſportſmen: and 
our friends, who had enquired for Miſs 
Harcourt, were introduced to the ladies. 


It is not to be doubted, hut Juliet inform- 


ed her ſiſter of every particular; and ſhe 


very honeſtly encouraged her in her inten- 
: Fl tions of being happy with the man ſhe 


eſteemed, in any ſtate, rather than live 


Miſs Harcourt at her ſiſter's. > They derive 


*» 


ſplendidly with the man ſhe hated. But : 


„Juliet, fays ſhe, let me have an op- 
<* portunity of ſeeing this man, | who has 


e made ſuch a hole in your heart. | Misfor- . 


e tune my dear ſiſter, has taught me pru- 
„ dence and experience. I will N ere 
c y 3 eee 


When Wills and 155 ontural the 
room, ſhe was not at all at a loſs to fix 


upon Juliet's choice, and conceived a good 
opinion of him from the moment ſhe ſaw 


him; and after tea, taking a walk in the 
garden, Lawſon entertained Miſs Harcourt, 


and Mrs, Mannington faſtened herſelf up- 


on Wills. There are many people, whoſe . 


openneſs of countenance prepoſſeſſes us in 
e e at the firſt light; 3 and whoſe , 
| WO TE 
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168 ——— 
words, delivered with the conſeious confi. 
dence of integrity, carry conviction along 
with them. This was Wills's ſituation, 
and he ſoon made a friend of Mrs. Man- 
nington. They then changed companions; 
and ſhe gave Wills an opportunity of aſſur- 
ing his dear Juliet of bis eternal fidelity; 
yows, which ſhe was not at all diſpleaſed 
at hearing; and he had the _—_— to-find 
| _ Eee” ad , - 
Mrs. Mannington betet Wills to 
call on her alone the next morning, at an 
hour when ſhe knew the Squire would be 
after his hounds: and hinted, that his com- 
ing alone would be agreeable. He accord- 
ingly attended her at the appointed time, 
and he met his Juliet with her. Mrs. Man- 
nington had ſo good an opinion of Wills's 
| - honour- and ſincerity, that ſhe made no 
ſccruple of taking his part before his mis- 
treſs: and told her, that there was no rea- 
fon, if ſhe believed he loved her, why 
they ſhould make each other unhappy by 
concealing their ſentiments: that prudence 
_ forbad them, and the laws prevented their 
entering into any other engagements, or 


5 ſo: any other ties in than thoſe Which | 
Ys pro- 


= ——_—_ 169 
proceedes | from the mutual inclinations «. 


r . 


two virtuous hearts. 


time of probation paſs more happily,” 
ſaid ſhe; and added, with a ſmile, as ſhe 
quitted the room, that ſhe would be 
<quarantee for Mr. Wills.” Emboldened 
by the encouragement he had met with 
from Mrs. Mannington, he ventured to 
preſs his Juliet to an explanation: and ſhe 


_ generouſly aſſured him of her eſteem for 


him. They maintained a happy converſa- 


tion for near two hours, without perceiv= 8 


ing how the time ſlipped away. On his 


part, it was ſupported with joy, gratitu- 


de, and love, mingled with the moſt deli- 
cate reſpect. On hers, with tenderneſs and 
pleaſure, corrected with a modeſt reſer- 
ve: Yet he ventured, not without obtain- 


ing pardon for his offence, to approach 


her . * a _m_ kiſs on theme 


Mrs. ie at hatt, angle it 
high time to put an end to their converſa- 


tion; and ſhe came into the room. 1 


find' faid ſhe, that you have agreed 
very well together, and have not been 
_ ©quarelling or fighting. 


- 


*The knowledge tz 
of each others affe ctions, will make the _ 


They both re- 
y Turn- f 
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turned ber their thanks for the part ſhe 
took in their affairs; and renewed, be- 
fore her, their vows of anattordtde.: Cons 
ſtancy, in whatever changes might hap- 
pen to them. Mrs. Mannington'told them, 
from the ſimilarity of their diſpoſitions 
ſhe imagined they were formed for each 
other; and wiſhing them all imaginable 
| happineſs; informed Wills ſhe ſhould ex- 
pe& him and his friend the next evening 2 
to drink tea, as ſhe and ber ſiſter were 
engaged to dine and ſpend that day out. 
Wills promiſed to be there. He took leave 
of me e and e ene, Omer: 


c XxXXXII. 


m arrival of a viſitor. A 4 in 
Ces - And wherein it is. ſhown, that 
it is every bit as eaſy to gell a lie as 

4 uh, o/peetally v Woes 4 man is ah cog 
„„ | 

* bs Ss 

Wis went ofer ay. in the — 

£- noon to Mrs. Mannington's, in ho- 

| pes of having a little private converſation 

With his beloved Juliet: in this he was 

r „„ | not 


| 1 ads Aer Mannington took 
care to let them be together in their little | 
walks, amuſing herſelf with Lawſon, whofe 
ſprigbtlineſs rendered him very agreeable 9 
to her. Juliet indulged her lover, by ſup- 
porting herſelf in her walk v his arm. 
He uttered a thouſand tender and paſſionate 
things, that equally tended to convince 
her of his affection, and his good ſenſe; 
for he avoided the beaten road of flattery, 
and his praiſes and compliments were fo 
artfully and politely introduced, that they 
ſeemed to flow naturally in the converſa- 
tion, and not as the reſult of ſtudy and 
deſign. Pleaſed with each other, and hap- 
py as they could be, they began to con- 
ſider their union not far diſtant: and Wills 
talked of returning to London, and mak- 
ing ſome attempts at a reconciliation with - 
his aunt, In this delightful intercourſe of _ 
ſouls they ſtrayed, ttill Mrs. Mannington 
warned them that it was near, tea-time. f 
They returned, and the converſation be- 
came general. Mr. Mannington was gone 
acroſs the country upon ſome ſporting 
party, and not expected to return for three 
or four days: ſo the lovers promiſed them- 
ſelves many happy meetings - in the mean 
Vol. II. | NM 5 time. 1 
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every thing ae; 5 and it was not to be 
doubted but Wills was pretty ſure of 
that. They were therefore all chearſul 


and happy; and Lawſon, encreaſed the 


general good humour by ſeveral little ſuc- 
ceſsful ſallies. They had already drank one 
cup of tea, when a ſervant announced the 


arrival of a gentleman in a poſtchaiſe and 
four, who had a letter from Sir Lionel 


to deliver to Miſs Harcourt; and added, 


that there were coronets on the carriage. 
Wills turned pale at this information, 
direading the advent of his rival. Juliet, 
| however ſhe might be apprehenſive of the 


ſame thing, gave him a look, which ſerv- 
ed in part to diſpel his . and reaſſure 


bim. But how was he aſtoniſhed, when 


he ſaw Mrs. Mannington, who had gone 
to receive her noble viſitor, return, fol - 
loved by the identical Lord Cotſwold, 
whom we have celebrated for his polite- 
neſs, juſtice, and gallantry, in the former 
part of this delectable hiſtory. He ap- 
proached Juliet with the moſt reſpectful 
—_—_— and nn her how much he 

chought 


| > Lawſon now had ſet all ill or ad- 
7 verſe fortune at defiance. - The poſſeſſion 
of Juliet's heart, in his opinion, ſecured 


= 17." ..... Jn 173 
thought himſelf honoured by being the 

meſſenger of her father's commands, deli- 
vered the letter into her hands, She beg- 
ged leave to read-it, and found it con- 
. tained a command for her to return to 

Pine-hill with his Lordſhip, whoſe affec- 
tionate deſire to ſee her could not be re- 


ſtrained, and who had taken that trouble 


to conduct her in ſafety himſelf, Wills, 
whoſe eyes wefe fixed upon her while ſhe 
read the letter, perceived her change co- 
lour; and imagined every thing that was 
bad. Lord Cotſwold was too much taken 
up in contemplating Juliet's charms, which 
he had both leiſure and opportunity for, 
While ſhe was looking over her father's 
letter, to conſider any body elſe in the 
room, When ſhe had done, ſhe returned 
her thanks to his Lordſhip for the trouble 
he had taken, declared her readineſs to 
attend him; and then explained the matter 
to her ſiſter. Wills was now loſt to ho- 
pe and to reaſon,, and began to debate 
with himſelf, whether he ſhould not call 
his Lordſhip to an account for the treat- 
ment he had formerly received from him. 
It was at this moment, that his Lordſhip 
e Wills's face and perſon , thro” 
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5 "a difference of his OY palther did. he 


forget his name, Surprized to ſee him 


„ there, he could not account for it. He 


Watched him, and thought he ſaw ſome 
looks paſs between Juliet and him, that did 
not pleaſe him. He kept up the conver- 
ſation during tea, in an eaſy familiarity, 


with Mrs. Mannington and Juliet, who, 


however, ſpoke but little. Wills remain- 


ed totally filent; and Lawſon, affected 
by the change in his friend's countenance, 


had loſt his gaiety, When the tea was 
over, Juliet acquainted his Lordſhip, that 
ſhe was ready whenever he pleaſed; and 
being told, © when it ſuited her,” ſhe juſt 
ſtepped up ſtairs to throw on a cloak, and, 


in the mean time, the carriage was order- 


ed out. Mrs. Mannington lamented to his 
Lordſhip the abſence. of her huſband, 

ſhe was not capable of receiving him in a 
proper manner, He interrupted her, and 
paying her ſome polite compliments, Juliet 
put an end to them, by entering into the 
room dreſsed for her journey. His Lordſhip 


bowed to the friends very coolly. Juliet 


had juſt time to give Wills a look, unper- 
ceived by any body elſe; and my lord hand- 
ed ber to the door, _ by Mrs. Man- 

RR Ks, * 


i 


# _ oy 


nington. Wills followed them with bis 
eyes: but they ſoon vaniſhed out of his 
ſight. He heard the carriage drive off, 
and 11 torment became een 8 


« Do you di Lord Cotſwold 2 ” de 
Lon. 5 | 


„ But too well, N replied Wills: 00 u and, 
„put for the pteſence of my Juliet, whoſe 
„gentle breaſt I would not diſturb for oy 

=, Wares he mould bave known t me too. 5 


8 Lord „ bee! Lawn; Get never 
"00008 —_ mention a Word of him.“ | 


* 


—— That n be: but I'll tell you as we e go J 
a homewards, which will be ene Is now wot p 
- When Mrs: Manmidgton" returned, ſhe $ 
1 Wills traverſing the room with a quick = 
pace, and a dejected countenance. * Ah! al 
„Madam, „ fſaid he, the amiable, the ex- | Wl 3 
« cellent Juliet i is loſt to me for ever, I fear.” '. 
-4 You! beus but u ben opiate vt tor; if = 
« von ee the « can n fo =_ forget you.? 1 
. BERL = 
n 155 1 3 * Abt _ 
. 58 3 i 
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Ah! have not I every thing to fear 
*from the quality of my rival, and the 
commands of her father in his fayour ?” 
| Mrs, Mannington endeayoured to reinſpi- 

re him, with hope; and as ſhe had conceiv- 

ed a very ſincere regard for him, aſſured 
Him, that Juliet had the tendereſt eſteem for 
him: but,“ ſaid ſhe, are not you ac- 

© quainted with his Lordſhip #he ſeemed to 
*eye you with great particularity. ” Wills 
confeſſed he had ſeen him once, and known 
a little of him in his late wife's time: and 
all Mrs. Mannington's queſtions could not 
prevail on him to tell her any more. After 
thavking her in the moſt grateful and ſincere 
manner, for the intereſt ſhe took in his af- 
fairs; and aſſuring her he ſhould ever remem- 
ber it, he departed with his friend Lawſon, 
and, with an heavy heart, they took their 8 
| road to the inn. | 


29 


| Wills walked on, without ſaying a word 
for a long time; till Lawſon, unwilling to 
indulge his melancholy any Wäger, and alſo 

eager to know how he became acquainted 
with Lord Cotſwold, reminded him of his 


promiſe. Wils complied with his defire, 


, 


and 


177 


and informed him of every eircumſtance, Ty 
-which his delicacy prevented his repeating 5 


when he had related his hiſtory to Lawſon 


before. JO I was in ſome doubt,” added 
Wills, © whether I ſhould not return bis 
| er e former inſults to me: but When 


J cenfidered it would engage me in quarrel, 
«and in the preſence of Juliet, I determined 
. Sto wait for a proper opportunity, which I 
„have no doubt will ſoon happen.” 


ee Faith replied Lawſon, „1 ſhould | 


© have, been apt to have ſparred at him, and 
brought on an explanation: it would have 


„been ſome comfort, to have acquainted 
 &<Miſs Harcourt with: the temper and dif- 


cc poſition of her new ere pb 


«Th wolld Dave: looked mean and baſe 


«in me to have done ſo, Why ſhould I 
« endeayour to raiſe my own character up- 


«on the ruin of another man's? Beſides, 


* conſidering I was an intereſted party, it 
© might be very juſtly ſuppoſed that I did 


„ not adhere ſo cloſely to truth as I ought 
„to have done. For all theſe conſidera- 
- *tions, and finding that he took no notice 
"08 me, I was reſolved to wait for a more 
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_ % favourable. ſeaſon to acquaint him with my 
Lreſentment; which I aſſure you, Lawſon, 
11 have not forgot.” 4 
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13 Well, „ ſaid CF « ren may think 


this right; but I ſhould have laid open 
| his character at once before them all, or 
Lat leaſt ſhould have told Mrs. Manning- 
„ton, who appears your very good friend.” 


«Perhaps | you might have ſucceeded 
„better, Lawſon: but you know I have | 


- Rrange. notions of 1 dnn.“ , 


With theſe . eee and oy 


| depreſſed ſpirits, did they beguile the te- 
dious way that led them to Nantwich. 


In the mean time lord Cotſwold, with 


the lovely Juliet by his fide, whirled away 


as faſt as his horſes could Kite go, to Pine- 


| hill. She was not in very good ſpirits, but 


ſhe replied to bis lordſhip with much polite- 
neſs on. every occaſion; ſhe was only filent 


when he aſſured her of the reſpe& he en- 


tertained for her, and how happy he ſhould 


eſteem himſelf, if her heart Joined her fa- 


wr s good opinion of. . He ue 
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TG continue this ener As ſhe a 


no anſwer to any thing he ſaid; which he 


| conceived might be occaſioned by reſerve 
in this firſt interview with him: he there- 
fore changed the ſubject. Lord Cotſwold, 
who, though an agreeable and genteel man, 
was much inferior to Wills in perſonal beau- 
ty; and, as he admired Juliet very much, 


Was fearful of Wills's pretenſions being 


ſacceſsful: he therefore aſked Miſs Harcourt 
how long ſhe had known Mr. Wills. She 


replied, © Not long.“ He aſked if ſhe knew 


him in London. She replied, No: he 
«was her ſiſter's acquaintance.“ His lord- 
ſhip added with a ſigh, that he Was a 
< good genteel young man: it was pity 


that he had been ſo wild and thoughtleſs.“ 


This alarmed Juliet, and ſhe could not re- 
frain n ning his Lordſhip, “if he knew 
„Mr. Wills.“ He had known a little of 


him in L where he had ſome con- 
«© verſation about a raſcally agent, who had ; 
4 defrauded him of large ſums of money, 


< which he wanted him to forgive him; and 
che ſuppoſed that a pretty daughter which 


© he had, was the occaſion of Mr. Wills's 
- © liberality; for he heard from his attorney, 


7 who crided. Mr. Wills's perſon. to him, 
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«that he was the man who had paid the 
money for him, and releafed him from 
* priſon; and he ſuppoſed the ſums of mo- 
*ney he had laviſhed upon the girl, who 
«was very handſome, was the occaſion of 
„ this great alteration in his dreſs. That 
he pitied him extremely, and was ſorry 
che had been duped by fo artful an huſſey, 
„ho had ſpread her ſnares for him alſo, 
* which. he happily efcaped.” This account 
| ſank deep in Juliet's mind, and ſhe ſecretly 
condemned herſelf for giving credit to the 
inſinuations of a ſtranger. - How ſincerely 
did ſhe lament her own imprudence! Be- 
ſides, his lordſhip's account tallied and 
agreed with his own ſtory: and ſhe con- 
cluded, that it muſt have been for this 
reaſon that his aunt ſhook him off. One 


thing ſhe had laid down in her mind as an 
impoſſibility; viz. that his lordſhip ſhould 


_ deviate from truth: and Wills's filence in 


general concerning the cauſe of his aunt's 


diſpleaſure, confirmed her in ſuſpicions very 


unfavourable td our hero: yet ſtill ſhe lov- 
ed him, and wiſhed to hear what he could 
ſay in his own behalf upon the occaſion. 


To be more aſſured, ſhe aſked his lord- 
ſhip, how long ago it was this tran 
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« happened?” „ His anſwer fixed the time, 


and Juliet was wretched. His lordſhip ad- 


ded ſome circumſtances that his fertile ima- 


gination ſuggeſted, and which the credu- 


lous Juliet received as truth. Lord Cotf- 


wold gratified two paſſions by this ſimple 


_ miſrepreſentation of facts, which he held 
very juſtifiable ; bis joey and his revenge: 


the former, by diſplacing a rival he had. 


reaſon to be afraid of; and the latter, by 


the ſame means: for he had not forgot 
what Wills ſaid to him. Juliet's charms, 


with the addition of a large fortune, made 


ber a very deſirable prize, and his lord- 


| ſhip determined to have her: her father's ap- 
probation of the match made his acceſs to 
her very eaſy, and cleared the way of many 
difficulties. He perceived this account had 
diſconcerted Juliet, though ſhe endeayour- 
ed to appear quite unconcerned, He there- 
fore took no notice of it, and chattered in 


the moſt eaſy and familiar manner, mingl- 
ing many profeſſions of his regard for ber, 


with his admiration of her e | 
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CHAPTER, XXX. 


; State of affairs at Pine. hill. An inter- 
view, A race, And a criminal _ 
ended. 


Warn they artfved./ at Pine hin, Sir 
Lionel received theth with much plea- 

i ſure , and introduced Lord Cotſwold to her, 

\ as the man who was to be her huſband in 
a very ſhort time. Where the parties 
Kare agreed, my lord,” added he, there 
is no occaſion for extraordinary delays.” 

_ When Juliet retired to her chamber, 
after ſpending a diſagreeable evening with 
his Lordſhip and her father, ſhe ruminated 
on the adventures of the day. There was 
ſomething ſo odd in his Lordſhip's men- 
tioning Wills, whom he could not ſuppoſe 
to have any correſpondence with her, that 

ſhe thought it the luckieſt thing in the 

world; and how to reconcile Wills's de- 
. ceit with his apparent honeſty, ſhe: knew 
not. With an aching heart ſhe went to 
bed, but not to: reſt; fearful of the conſe- 
Wnced, left Wills ſhould really be ſuch | 
a man as he was deſcribed to her. . 
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poor Wills was not a bit eafier. He fat 
down de next day, wrote a very pathetic 
epiſtle to her, deſcribing his fears, and his 
miſery: concluding with the ſtrongeſt af. 
| ſarances of his eternal regard, and the ſin- 
cerity of his affection. As the evening ap- 
proached, he ſet out for the White Hart; 
and, finding young Johnſon, he conjured 
him to contrive ſome means of conveying” 

this letter to her, which he promiſed to do: 
in' about an hour he returned, and deliver- 


ed a note in anſwer to Will. It contain. | 
ed theſe words: e 


How can x regard - or dei the af. 
c ſurances of one, who has already been 
«guilty of deceit? I truſted to your ho- 
e nour and your honeſty: theſe being fal- 
& ſified, what can I rely on? Mr. Johnſon | 
„will bring you to me to-morrow evening. i 
«T ſhall be glad to know what you can. 1 
*ſay in your own defence, or why you 20 | " 
6 have impoſed: upon che too credulous ! 


ur XET.“ : 


Wills almoſt ſtarted into frenzy at the 
peruſal of this note; but moderating his“ bt 
5 for on preſent, aſked Johnſon What 
| 8 5 ps | | 


Miſs Harcourt had ſaid to him.” He told 

him that'ſhe wiſhed to ſee him; and he was 

to bring him into the park by a - private 
gate, where they, night have an opportuni- 

ty of ſeeing each other; and, that ſhe re- 

commended ſilence and punctuality. Wills 
promiſed not to fail; and, as he returned, 
communicated the cauſe of his uneaſineſs 
to poor Lawſon: at the ſame time, that he 

gave a looſe to the diſtreſs and agony of his 

beart. Lawſon ſympathized with him; and 
conjeRured, that Lord Cotſwold muſt have 
ſaid ſomething concerning him to her, 

No, that he dared not do,” faid Wills; 

4 for I have ſuch damning proofs againſt 

him, ſuch an opportunity of making his 

Eyillany manifeſt, that he would not at- 

e tempt to rouſe me, and could any 5 

tempt me to a deed of that kind, 

« would be his injuring me in this * 
«point, that concerns my honour and my 

love. ” | 
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| Wills was upon thorns till the de « ar- 

rived in which he was to meet Juliet; nor 
was ſhe leſs unhappy, as ſhe had alſo to 
Fear her being diſcovered with him. Wills, 
with Peiting heart, accom n John- 
fon, 
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ſon, and left Lawſon behind him at the vil- 
lage. When they had got ſafe in the park, 
Johnſon fixed him in a particular ſpot, and 
went to acquaint Miſs Harcourt, He met 
her, and conducting her to him, he went 
from them to a conſiderable diſtance, and 

left them to enjoy Woe - private converſa- : 
tion, | 


Wills firſt began, by aſſuring Miſs Har- 
court ,how uneaſy her note had made him: 
that there was not a circumſtance of his' 

at he had not related to her, and 


begged. her to inform him what reaſons ſhe | 


| bad for ſuppoſing him guilty of deceiving 
or impoſing on her, She very readily told 

him every thing that Lord Cotſwold. had 
mentioned to her, without omitting or diſ- 
guiſing a ſingle circumſtance. Gracious 


heaven!“ ſaid Wills, when ſhe finiſned, FI 


© lives there ſuch a man! *Tis true my 


„lovely, my adorable Juliet, I know Lord | | 


« Cotſwold, and we had fome ſuch con- 
7 veckitions but, if there's faith in man, 1 
*he has miſrepreſended things falſely and - | 
* baſely. To his teeth will I tell him ſo, 
Land cram the infamous ye down his 
0 throat.“ | 


41 
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E Reſtrain your paſſion, Mr. Wills; and 
* conſider, by doing ſo, you will diſcover 
*that I informed you 'of the tranſa&ion, 
* But cannot you en this miſterious af. 
8 fair to me?” | 


«Pxcuſe me, Miſs Harcourt'; : ill 1 
«have made him confeſs . his injuſtice to 
5 " me, L connot. 5 | 


21 W i Willey en 
*think me e unworthy of Foun „ e 


Si «Dowt judge ſo hardly of 4 t 5 u 
« art dearer to me than the blood that 
*throbs at my heart: and, by every ſa- 
 *cred power, there is nothing concerning 
4 myſelf that I would not impart to you; 

„but, in the preſent caſe, there is the ho- 
«© nour of a young lady concerned, and I 
am not at liberty to relate the ſtory. 
But be aſſured that Lord eee has 

nenn you.” 


2 By your own 0500 "hs has told 
* ſome truth: and why is not the ſtory to 
be truſted to me 7 


* 


F e. 
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—  . 
„Not at preſent, my charming Juliet, 
till I can prove my truth and make his 
«Lordſhip atteſt my honour: then you 
_ «ſhall know it all, believe me. Oh, there 
Lare a thouſand reaſons. that forbid. you 
to learn it now.” 


6 Indeed, Mr. Wills, there is ſome 85 

00 dreadful en in this; and you make \ 
i me very unhappy , by not telling me the . 
« whole affair. I'll believe you without "mY | | 
* other prot.” 3 ä T . 


Oh, Juliet,“ aid te, © to what . 5 | 
«precipice do you drive me!” _ 


His delicacy, and regard for Sophia Bel- 9 | 
ton and her father, tied his tongue up. But 
| his defire to vindicate his own character, 5 ll 
and to eaſe her of any ſuſpicions that might | 
make her unhappy, had almoſt prevailed 4 
with him, when Juliet, fearful and appre» & 
henſive, turned about, and faw ſome lights 
at a diſtance, and heard ſomebody calling 1 
her. Fly, faid ſhe; © fly, for heaven's ” 
*ſake, or I ſhall be ruined: go ſtrait on be- 
| * fore you.” She had time to ſay no more. 
She had haſtened towards the lights; and he, N 
with all his ſpeed, purſued a . Way. 
a; tk II. „ As 
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As he was totally ignorant of the ſitua- 
tion of the park, and had ſtrayed with 
Juliet from the gate he entered at, he could 
not teil where to find it: and fearing to go 


4TH back, leſt he ſhould be ſeen by any of the 


ſervants, and, for the ſame reaſon, not chuſ- 
ing to call out to Johnſon, he ads all the 
expedition he thought needful, and endea- 
youred to gain the wall, which he was ſure 
of getting over. He had not gone a great 
Way, when he thought he heard the tread 
of feet; and, looking about, ſaw two men. 
He was very near them. There he is.” 
ſaid one of them; „that's he.“ The firſt 
idea that occurred to him was, that Lord 
Cotſwold had got intelligence of his- being 


in the park, and had ſent theſe men to deſ- 


troy bim; for he did not imagine he would 
ſtop at any thing. He therefore redoubled 
his ſpeed, and left his purſuers, who follow- 
ed him as faſt as they could, far behind. 
They, finding themſelves ſo much outſtript, 
gave a loud whiſtle, that made the woods 
and hills echo again. Wills without arms, 
if he ſtood, would have maintained an une- 


qual combat; and eſpecially as he ſuppoſed 


ſome of the gang placed in another part of 
| the park. He Ropped and liſtened: and 
£7 heard 
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heard the. ſound of 190 feet purſuing him 


very diſtintly; he therefore kept on, and 
ſeeing the park wall, he concluded him- 
ſelf very happy in eſcaping their fury. An 
eminence aſſiſted him to get on the wall, 
which he ſprung over with great 
and, to his utter mortification and aſtoniſh. 


ment, found himſelf ſurrounded by four 
men, who ſeized on him the moment he 
alighted on the other fide. * Ah ha! ma- 


*<ſter! what, we have caught yon at laſt: 
«you are fond of veniſon, are you? Ves, 


«yes, you ſhall have deer indeed! but I ; 


«believe other people will find the ſauce.” 


Wills immediately judged that they had 
wiſtaken his perſon; but nevertheleſs a diſ- 
covery muſt be the conſequence, and his 


Juliet would be ruined. This conſidera- 


tion ſtruck him ſo forcibly at that mo- 
ment, that he could not forbear exclaiming, 
« Wretch that 15 am! What wil become | 


ce *of me? 0 


ce Why , 1 0 only he: 4 to be 
| «fare; nothing w_ id one of the: "0 5 


i lows. 


2M «Well, and where am, 95 to go?” ſaid ; 


N = „Why. 
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190 FE: 
| I Why, we'll ſecure. you for this night, 
Lend carry you before. a ates in the 

morning.“ 


| They i took him the road 
that led to e. 
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Cn Ar ER XXXIV. 


4 preparation for the trial of two offen- 
dert. The benefit and happineſs ariſing 
from the ſerict adminiſtration of juſtice. 
And the appearance of two perſons, 
whom the reader has been ad in- 
5 troduced 70. 


HE. reader will doubtleſs be curious 
to know, why poor Wills was thug 
treated; the cauſe was this. Sir Lionel 
had ſeveral deer taken out of his park 
lately, and, being very much incenſed af 
it, had res a reward for apprehending 
the offenders. This did not put a ſtop to 
carried away, He then doubled the re- 
ward for apprehending them, and armed 
; bis own ſervants. Wills unfortunately, 
| 3 when 
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| when he was purſued, had directed his 
courſe to that part of the park wall, whe-' 

re the thieves had been traced, and their 
footſteps plainly appeared: there was a 

Watch there, and the people in the park 
giving the alarm, they ſaw him coming 
over, and ſecured him accordingly. 


Many diſagreeable thoughts - occupied 
Wills's imagination, as they led him in 
triumph to old Johnſon's. Their. exalta- 
tions, and the diſpute about ſharing the _ 
reward for apprehending him, gave him 
no pain: he only felt for what poor Juliet 
would ſuffer, if it ſhould come out in the 
_ - courſe of the examinations, which this 
unlucky miſtake would produce, what 
brought him into the park. He could en- 
dure the inſolence of the rabble, and the 
diſagreeable forms he muſt go through to 
clear his innocence, with a great deal of 
patience: but his ſoul was wrung with 
anguiſh when he reflected on the conſe- 
quences that would fall ſo heavy on Juliet, 

as well from an enraged father, as the 
malice of a ſpiteful world. ITS 
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When they arrived at the village, one 
of the men went jnto Johnſon's before the 
reſt: Ah maſter Johnſon, we have caught 
one of the dogs at laſt.“ 


Pa. Have vou? 2 faid the old man; 6 that's 
ok good news indeed.“ * By 


«* Aye, that we + habe and taken 'un in 
*the fact too: 1 denen him in.“ 


But whit was bis ſurpriſe when be faw 
Wills brought in, ſecured as a felon! Oh 
| *Lord, oh Land: 7 ſaid Johnſon, you have 

( miſtaken; this gentleman could never go 
n deer-ſtealing,” 


„Be he what he wulf, gentleman or no 
Waere we caught him as he leaped 
* over . the park wall, juſt by the gripe, 
you know, where the t'other theives had 
* got over.“ 


| At this inſtant Lawſon, alarmed by the 
buſtle, came to fee what was the matter: 
but nothing could equal his aſtoniſhment 
| to ſee his friend Wills in this fituation, 
: When he heard the matter, the firſt thing 


chat 


by. force. He ſpoke. to him in French, 


and imparted his ſcheme; but this Wills ; 
oppoſed, as it might be productive of much 
miſchief. The holding a converſation in an 
unknown tongue before them, alarmed 
the men; and one of them propoſed ſe- 
curing Lawſon, who he obſerved was one 
of the gang, for he had been ſeen with 
bim hovering about the houſe. It was no 


ſooner ſaid than done: and as they were 


in poſſeſſion of the doors and the houſe, it | 


was needleſs to make reſiſtance, He de- 


manded, what they had to alledge againſt 
bim? ail; Why they ſeiſed him? The 


ſaid, 4 that he was a ſuſpicious perſon, and 
«would be obliged to give an account of 


himſelf.” Old Johnſon proteſted that they 


were. uſing violence againſt two worthy 


gentlemen: but they would not be put 


off by any ſuch pretences. The hope of 


| obtaining the reward, prevented their liſten- 
ing to any thing. When young Johnſon 


came in, he was as much ſurpriſed and 


ſhocked as any body: but the people 


knowing him, and finding him acquainted 


with the priſoners, they permitted them to 
ug with him into the parlour, upon his 


N 4 pro- 
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chat occurred to him, was, to | rellows Wills 
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promiſing for their appearatee: and here 


a conſultation Was held. Johnſon laid all 
the blame upon himſelf, for not being in 
the way to direct him where to go. Wills 


acquitted bim of being in any fault, But 
what was to be done? Theſe fellows will 
4 carry you to juſtice Woodward's to-mor- 


gw,” (aid Johnſon, © © and there will be 


© my maſter and the lord "thirds and then 
«we ſhalt be all undone.” | 


„Nos, ſaid Wills, «I'll periſh before 


eit ſhall be known how I came into the 
park: the honour of my dear Juliet is 
more precious to me than my life.” 


* Your innocence can be proved, that's 


certain,“ ſaid Johnſon: © but it will 


«be toro wi: a my — a 


| ® evyery” 


'S1 am refolved , ſaid Wilks, 


Poor 1 who happened to 1 at a 


eee and hearing what had hap- 


pened, ran home to her father's as faſt as 
the could, and finding that it was Wills 


and * friend Who were apprehended , and 


con- 


1 
edneluding from the diſcourſe of the men, 
that they would certainly be hanged, for 


they had ſettled that point directly among 


themſelves, ruſhed into the room where 
they Were ſitting, crying bitterly. Willis 
aſked her, what ail'd her? and telling him 
What ſhe had heard, he comforted and 
told her, there was no fear of that, He 
was ſtruck with her affection, and aſſured 


her he would not forget it. They com- 


poſed themſelves as well as they could; 
and ordering. ſomething for ſupper, they 


- . contrived to get a bed in the houſe, Laws» 


ſon, ſeeing his friend extremely dejected, 
aan to n _ but in vain, 5 


| While this rags was carrying on, ano- 
ther was tranſacted at Pine-hill houſe. They 
who had apprehended Wills, did not in- 


tend to inform- Sir Lionel of the affair 


till the morning: but it had taken wind; 


and, as they were at ſupper, the butler 


informed Sir Lionel, that two of the dear- 
ſtealers had been caught in the fact; and 
that he heard they were to be all at jus- 
tice Wo6dward's to-morrow. * Well” 
| faid the knight, I ſhall be there, and 
a a what they have to ſay for them. 
K | 1 © fel- 
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< ſelves.” Juliet heard it, without imagin- 
ing ſhe was fo nearly concerned in it. 
The ſervant's addition had prevended her 
reflecting any thing about Wills. But 
when ſhe retired to her chamber, her maid 


Anformed her of more particulars than ſhe 


choſe to hear. Law, Madam,” faid Bet- 
ty, I hears as how they have cotched 
«two of the deer-ſtealers: and one of 
*them, John Whittle ſays, is as hand- 
% ſome a. properable young man as ever 
«you would deſire to clap your two look- 


„ ing eyes on, and has as much the ap- 


* pearance of a gentleman: he was taken 
ce getting over the wall: and the other was 


„ caught at Gaffer Jobnſon's, at the White 


« Hart,” This intelligence was more than 
Juliet could ſupport. © Poor wretches, 
ſaid ſhe, veiling her private feelings un- 
der the appearance of general compaſſion, 
« what will become of them!” 


. Madine.s 2 Johe White; es 88 
* how- they will be both hanged to be ſure, 


and we've all made a. bargain to go and 
3 dem.“ e | 


* 
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That's rather - inhuman,” faid Juliet: 


< but how are they dreſſed, poor crea- 


" "tures F | * 


«0, very finart, Malin, 1 ſays,” | 
replied Betty. © The nee man was 
« drefſed in a lightiſh coat, and his own 
« hair curled in his neck. I wonder if 


« thieves look like other people!“ 


Indeed I don't know.” aid Juliet; 
< but you may go, I ſhall undreſs myſelf.” 


In truth, the abſence of her maid Was 
very requiſite; for her heart was full, and 
ſhe could not have indulged the tears, that 


now flawed very faſt, in Betty's preſence. 


What torments did the lovely maid ſuffer- 
from this dreadful diſcovery! I am the 
*cauſe of it,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf. I tempt- 
«ed him to come into this fatal park. He 

„is expoſed to ignominy, to the danger 

* of ſuffering an horrid death, by my means. 
bim? I will, tho 
ution was ſoon al ; 
and ſhe went to bgg ,;drowned in tears at 


* And ſhall I not ſave 
J periſh.” Her reſo uti 


the ſad alternative 
reduced her to. Ti 


I — 


hich» her cruel fate had 
Terrible was the agitation 


— 


in her gentle boſom: between ſhame, love, 
pride and duty. Many a bitter ſigh eſcap-. 
ed her during the ſleepleſs night: and if 
ſhe chanced, to doze, the moſt horrid 
dreams were preſented to her diſturbed 
imagination, and ſhe was glad to awake 
to be relieved from them. 


Lawſon ſlept ſoundly : but Wills, anxious 
for the determination of this diſagreeable 
adventure, was as reſtleſs as Juliet. It 
' ſhocked: him to think, that his perfidious 
and hated rival ſhould behold him even a 
reputed criminal: yet, hard as it was, he 
muſt our it. 


About eight o'clock in the morning they 
ſet out for the juſtice's, guarded by the 
people who had taken them, The noiſe 
of ſuch an affair had alarmed all the coun- 
try, and men, women, and children, flock- 
ed out to the road, to look at them as 
they paſſed by. The women all declared, 
they would go and ſee that pretty young 
„man hanged, though it was a thouſand 
„ pities.“ In this manger they arrived at 
Mr. ] uſtice ns 3 
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Sie Lionel and Lord Cotſwold were 
preparing- to go to attend the examination 


of the villains, when Juliet begged to be 
adinitted of the party; which her father, 


at the interceſſion of his lordſhip, an! 


The only 8 at the Jaſtice's was * 
waiting for the arrival of Sir Lionel. At 


length he came. The juſtice went out to 
receive his gueſts, Miſs Juliet was ſhewn 
into the parlour, and Lord Cotſwold and 


her father went to the awful tribunal of 


Juſtice. When his Lordſhip faw Wills, 


he preſently gueſſed it was another deſign 
than ſtealing deer that brought him into 


the park: but if he was hanged for it, 
how could he help it? Poor Johnſon fol- 
lowed bis friend and benefactor with an 


heavy heart. Miſs Harcourt beckoned to 


him and told him te inform her, as he 


D attend the examination, When the * 


priſoners were going to be ſent to jail. 
Sir Lionel Harcourt declared he had loſt ſe- 
veral deer, but could not ſay the priſoners 
had taken them. The men who caught 
him getting over the wall depoſed what 


they knew; and the juſtice proceeded to 


aſk the . Wills, — * he had to 
= 20 oy 


+%*fay for himſelf?” He' replied, *that he 


as totally ignorant of any accuſation; 
* for the chief of the evidence againſt him 
( conſiſted in being found coming over 
«the wall, which he did not deny, That 


he wWas accuſed of | no dene crime.” 
8 Very true friend, „ fall the Juſtice; 
« but your conduct is very ſuſpicious. 
Os Pray who are you? 
* A FOR FRI 
How do you live?” | 
"Y ous my eſtate.” 


„Where does it lie, and what is the 


'* amount of it?“ 


Wills reſolved bim in both Ons. 


4 This muſt be made. to One 
80 it can? TI 
Where do you generally reſide ?“ 
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_ *In London. » 
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© 666 «Pleafare, 
«On foot,” 
« On foot,” 
0 How long have you been here 2” | 


| a 


* Sach A time,” 


« And now, friend, whit buſinels had: 
«you in Sir Lioneb's park?” 


„That is a queſtion J will not anſwer.” 
ou will not 2” 


2 


5] am eyed,” 5 | \ 


a Then you muſt f go to jail,” 8 


. 41 am ws 400 ſhall anner ſab- 
5 mit to be tried by * eee ow 1 
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requeſted them to go into, an apartment 
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I believe vou are a \hivilocod; 4 


44 der, friend; ſince you don't ſeem to mind 
| * going to jail.” 


46 Tt i the province of a magiſtrate to 
„ treat thoſe who labour under even the 
imputation of a crime, with lenity and 


© tenderneſs; not to inſult and terrify them, 
Take care, Sir, how you treat me: there 


* are laws for you as well as me.“ 


4 mean nothing elſe but to treat you 
«well: you had better therefore, confeſs 


« what you wanted in the park.” af 


\« You are e time, Sir. 1 have 


mm _—_ anſwered you,” 


f. 


« Then make out his mittimus, 4 ” 


At. this inftant a forvant entered; to in- 


form the juſtice that a gentleman and a 


lady wanted him, who had juſt arrived in 
a coach and four, . He cauſed the proceed- 
ings. to be delayed, and he went out to 
receive his gueſts. They were two perſons 
whom he knew intimately. well: and he 


till 
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1 till 7 had diſpatched ſome buſineſs. then i in 
hand. | 


This gentleman and lady were no other 
than Sophia Belton and her father, who, 
having ſucceeded to the fortune of the rela- 
tion Who ſent for them, as before taken 
notice of, were then come to ſettle with 
Mr. Woodward about ſome money affairs. 
Their virtues, and their melancholy ſtory, | 
rendered them ſo worthy in the eyes of 
their relation, that ſhe left them every 
thing ſhe had in the world, and Sophy 


was now miſtreſs of a conſiderable inde- 
pendent fortune. 


C H r A P 9 8 R XXXV. 


A r meeting: an eclairciſſement : the 
tablet turned: and an expreſs : all con- 
| rained in one OA 


As the e of the die e mates 5 


Was open when they paſſed by, So- 


phy ſaw Wills: and when the juſtice at- 
tended them into the room, ſhe told ber 
Vol. II. 0 father 


204 


father whit the » was ſure Mr. Will was 


| Þ 8 You muſt be mila my dear,” 
aid he. 


* 


= |... No,” faid the juſtice;. *there is a 
. «young man of the name Wills, brought 
young g 
wee before me for a capital offence.” . 


. 8 Good heaven!“ Gl Belton; „my 
L | 5 «friend, my protector, my ſaviour. Oh! 
| det me fly, and claſp him in wy arms.” | 


Ob! Sir,” aid Sophy 1 to the juſtice, her 
eyes (winning in tears, he is the beſt, 


1 (the worthieſt man in the world. Il go 
Wl with you, father.” | 


« No,” ſaid the juſtice: ell bring 


„him to you: this is | ſomewhat extracr- | 
+66 [ama a | 


W | g. He went pede to Wills, and 
Wl told him to follow him: that a gentleman 
5 wanted to ſee him on the 1 earneſt 


Me! 
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«Me! ſee me!” aid Wilks <P1]1 fol- 
4M low you, Sir.“ hee 


bee him to the appartment bers 
Belton and his daughter were. They flew 
to his arms: and loaded him with caref- 
ſes and praiſes, . He embraced them both 
with the greateſt joy. He told them his 
time was not his own then, when they 
would have detained him: But,“ ſaid he, 
recolle&ing hiniſelf, © your coming here is 
© moſt fortunate. Sure providence intereſts 
_ ©itſelf to witneſs my integrity; Let me 
< entreat you to remain here, and not be 
*ſeen till J ſend for you, — Now, Sir,“ 
addreſſing himſelf to the juſtice, «] beg 
6e vou will recondutt | me to he h ee 
*ce I came,” | 


The juſtice now was more complaiſant 
to him, and bid him not be uneaſy, for 
matters would be ſettled. Juſt as they 
had got into the hall of audience, they 
heard a loud cry of, Help, help for God's 
fake!“ Wills br to the place from 

whence the ſound came, and ſaw his ado- 
rable Juliet fainting in Johnſon's arms. 
His ſoul was froze at the fight for a mo- 
0 2 ment; 


14 


ment; and then the ſituation of his be. 
loved, taught him what to do: he claf. 
ped her in his arms, and. recalled her to 


life by the gentle voice of love. By this 


time the company had gathered into the par- 
lour, and Sir Lionel and Lord Cotſwold 
were ſtruck dumb at the ſight, The ap- 
pearance of her father rouſed Juliet, She 
deſired the room might be cleared of every 
body, except tae Juſtice, her father, Lord 


Cotſwold, Johnſon, and Wills and Law- | 


ſon. It was inſtantly done: and Juliet, 
throwing herſelf at her father* s feet, told 


him, That ſhe would unravel this whole | 


<« affair, and tho' -ſhe ſhould meet with 
his ſevereſt anger, yet ſhe muſt ſave an 


« innocent man.” She then begun, by ac- 


quainting him with her firſt knowledge of 
Wills; and proceeded ſtep by ſtep, and 
even told the cauſe why ſhe had ſent for 
him into the park, adding, as ſhe was 
*the ſole cauſe, ſhe only ſhould bear the 
*©þblame.” 


«My deareſt child,” faid Sir Lionel, 
why did not you acquaint me with this 
ſons. 3 


$ 


4s Sir,” ; 
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4 Sir,“ ſaid he, turning to Wills, I 
thank you, for being the deliverer of 
«my darling child, and entreat you to ex- 5 
„ cuſe the trouble this miſtake has oeca- 5 
„ ſioned you. I will endeavour to make 
« you and your friend ſome amends.” 


Sir it is forgotten and forgiven,” ſaid 
Wills: „but I have another account to 
«ſettle here, and that is with you, my 
*Lord, You have heard what that young 
Lady has publickly declared you told her 
< concerning me. I am now, my Lord, 

in condition to vindicate my own honour, 

Land return your taunts with intereſt. Is 

Leit true you faid fo?” 


— 


ite replied his Lordſhip, 1 mall 
not contradict what that Lady ns nay, 
more, the fact is true.“ 


* % 


| 06 B Eri the puniſhment of thy 
«crimes is at hand, and ſhame awaits thee. 
„Mr. Woodward, ſhall I entreat you to 
* ſend for the ranger i in the other room | 5 


- obeyed. * 5,0 5 3 


Os: 2-5 „Sir,“ 


* 
* 


# 


: ” 


Sir „ faid his Lordſhip, 441 ſhall find 


9 to repay this inſolence.” 1 
25 You ſhall never want an 1 opportunity, 
my Lord.“ 
| As he Ce door opened, and So- 
phia Belton approaching firſt, followed by 
her father, no ſooner ſaw Lord Cotſwold, 
than, giving a loud ſhriek, ſhe fainted 
away. Her father left her in the arms of 
Mr. Woodward, Juliet ran to her aſſiſt- 


ance, and ſoon recovered her. Belton's 
honeſt indignation was not to be repreſſed: 
he ſprung forward, and accoſted his Lord- 


ſhip, who ſtood almoſt petrified with ſur- 
prize and ſhame. Do you know me, 
my Lord? Can you look upon the man 
« whoſe life you determined to ſacrifice, 
<hecauſe he would not ſurrender up his 
« daughter's honour. to your libidinous ap- 


petites? and nearly had you effected it, 
if this young man, like our guardian 


angel, had not ſtepped between us and 


deſtruction. He preſerved my life: and | 


© my child is ſtill pure and virtuous, And 
& ſo far has he been from endeavouring to 


« 9 ny merit Hom this action, that 
4 8 3 1 


1 


e eee 2 . 0 " ESA, 
"TEE 8 3 1 ee r 
TFT...... ˙⁰¹:. ⁵%⅛VVQNAAAmm ] ] ?;1ß¹ T I LIES 
PE , on, ESRD 3 
ROS 2 - „ n WED r wi r ut 1232 


ca _ PE ES 
8 eee EY 
EINER TI ELIT he 


[ 
— 209 


— 


441 have in vain endeavoured to find him 


« out to repay him the money he expend- 
ed to relieve me from jail, Where I Was 


ws ps; out of revenge. by Jod 


He ceaſed, Wills led Mit Belton 5 to- 


-wards Miſs Harcourt. This is the Lady, 


85 Madam, whom Lord Cotſwold has told 


«you of: She is preſent, and can anſwer 


*any thing he chuſes to ſay concerning 


eher.“ My Lord remained ſilent. Belton 


once more threw his arms about Wills: 
Let me no more part from you, my friend, 


„my ſon: live with me: I have now for- 
“tune enough. Thanks, thanks, my friend.” 


The ſcene began to grow too affecting: 


the old gentleman's gratitude brought tears 
into his eyes, and choaked his utterance. 
Every body was moved. This young 
man,“ ſaid Sir Lionel, muſt have been 


very worthy : ſure it is a pleaſure to be 
c thüs beloved!” Johnſon, who could not 


tell how ta ſtand this ſcene, had retired to 


the door, to wipe his eyes in private: ſo 


heartily did he rejoice at Wills's releaſe, 


and his being able to clear up his cha- 


racter in ſuch a manner. He had ftrolled 


O4 W 
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into the wool. A man on horſeback ſtop- 
7275 “Is this the road to Pine. bill?“ 
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hor What do you want there?”, ſaid John. 
ſon, 


«] am told a PO Wills is there; I 
am come expreſs t. to him.“ 


" He's here, he's ew ,> ſaid Jobnſon: 
come in.” The man alighted, and John- 
ſon ruſhed into the / parlour with the ex- 
preſs following him, who delivered a packet 
into Wills's hand. He begged the excuſe 
of the company, and opening it, found it 7 
was ſent by Mr. Jefferſon, whom our rea== | 

der, whithout doubt, remembers. Encloſed 
* a note from his aunt, 
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My dear child, 


If you have a defire to ſee me, baſten 
bither: I am going to my long home. 
Come to me then, and let me aſk your | 7 

8 eee before I die. 
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Thy aſfectionate aunt, 


en KinGLs *. 
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AY 


„My forgiveneſs! Gracious God!” ex- 
claimed Wills: let we fly, and pay my 
* laſt duty to my benefactreſs, my mother, 
„my every thing.“ Johnſon was deſired 
to order a chaiſe to go poſt, and he ex- 
plained the meaning of his ſurpriſe, The 
Juſtice requeſted he would take ſome re- 
freſhment before he went off, which he 
conſented to; but aſked leave of Sir Lio- 
nel to viſit him at Pine-hill on bis return. 
The baronet anſwered: © he ſhould be glad 
„to ſee him.” The chaiſe was ſoon ready: 
but Lawſon refuſed to go with him, - 1. 
reaſons that ſhall be hereafter explained. 
Wills took his leave of the company, and 
went, as faſt as the horſes could carry 
bim, to London. The juſtice inſiſted upon 
their dining with him; which they all 
agreed to, except Lord Cotſwold, whoſe _ 
carriage came and took him away, loaded 


with the contempt — n of the en 
| evmpagyy 


After the dinner was: over, Sir Lionel 
begged to know the truth of the * 
that had been ſo much miſrepreſented to 
Juliet. Belton anſwered him. Sir, I am 
" not aſhamed to have my wants known, 
; 0 * | 4% 
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or the ipiferies I have ſuffered made pub- 
«lic, if I can be cf any ſervice to Mr. 
Wills. Sophy, I beg. you will inform 
this company of the whole tranſaction.“ 
She obeyed: and as far as ſhe knew, de- 
livered the artleſs tale. Lawſon cloſed it. 
He told the whole fund he poſſeſſed that 
he was ſo generous from; related Lord 
Cotſwold's behaviour to him, and the fatal 
conſequences of his Uberality witk his aunt, 
Who, he hoped, upon her death-bed would 
have ſome more pity for him, than ſhe had 
lately ſhewn. . He alſo related the different 
adyentures on the road, in order to ſhew 
the goodneſs of his friend's heart. 


The gueſts gave various opinions, as 
inclination led them, upon the different 
parts of his ftory. They all joined, how- 
ever, in his praiſe. Belton, finding Law- 
ſon ſo intimate a friend 'of Wills's, invited 
him 'to go home with him, which he com- 
plied with, not without an invitation to go 
to Pine-hill, where he alſo promiſed to pay 
his reſpeRts t to Sir Lionel and the fair Ju uliet. 


/ 
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3 XXXVI. 


A retroſpect. Mac Gregor” s hiſtory. 4 ne- = 


aucbon ſcene. 


{ 


| W AILE Wills is cravelling to Toe 


1 neceſſary, in the mean time, 


to inform our readers of the great change 


in affairs, that cauſed his aunt to 5 bim 
to her Wa 


— 


As ſoon as Mac Gregor had ſo ſucceſs- 


fully expelled Wills from his aunt's houſe, 


3 


all his endeavour was, to eſtabliſh himſelf 


in his place. It cannot be denied, but he 
was very agreeable to Miſs Kingley: 


_ prudence, his ceconomy, bis frugality , or, 


rather, parſimony, endeared him very much 
to her. She began to ten to his vows of 
regard for her with pleaſure; but there 
was one thing that prevented her meeting 
his paſſion ; and that was no other than a 
want of fortune on his ſide, Miſs Kingley 


procraſtinated matters as if ſhe had been 


_ 


but fifteen; and all the captain's ardour , 


could not make her determine to take that 


ſtep, which would: fix bis eternal happi- 


. neſs. 
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neſs." He had as many reaſons for wiſhing 
to expedite the affair, as ſhe had for de- 
laying it. In this dubious ſtate matters 
remained for a long time; though all the 
neighbourhood, with their accuſtomed ſa- 
gacity, had made the match up long be. 
fore. Mr. Jefferſon the curate, who had 
a great regard for poor Wills, frequently 
endeavoured to introduce a converſation 
about him, and find out, if poſſible, the 
" cauſe of his exile from his aunt's houſe. 
But this ſhe always carefully avoided; giv- 
ing it out, he was ſo bad, that there was 
no poſſibility of ceclkimiig him; and that 
ſhe was therefore obliged to diſcard him. 
Mac Gregor, whenever he happened to be 
preſent, never failed to hint, that the ex- 
travagance of youth was of the moſt per- 
nicious e e and ever added ſome 
dreadful example «* it. Jefferſon obſerved 
this enflamed Miſs Kingley's rage eternally ; 
and her paſſion and anger againft her ne- 
phew were ſtill kept alive by theſe inſi- 
nuations. He therefore concluded there 
Was ſome foul play going forward, as it 
0 was Mac Gregor's intereſt to heed the 

nephew off; but he was ſo deeply fixed 
in Miſs Kingley's good graces, that it 
„„ „„ 
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5 1 5 rather a a difficult matter to ſhake 
him. | 


Chance determined the whole affair. It : 
might, with greater propriety, be tiled 
the finger of a wiſe and unerring provi 
dence, Jefferſon was called out one morn- 
ing to attend a poor woman, who, it was 
apprehended, was near her end, and defir- 
ed to have a clergyman. He acucetivaty . 
went. He found an elderly woman who * 
appeared very ill, and had the remains of 
gentility about ** , and in her manner, tho 
her dreſs was plain and mean. When they 
were left by themſelves, he demanded of 
her if ſhe had any thidg particular to ſay 
to him. She replied that ſhe had not, but 5 
Was a woman who was ruined by. her 
own folly and credulity, and the inſinua- 
tions of the moſt artful villain in the world. 
Jefferſon aſked her name. My name was 


Tulford; but I ughappily changes it for 5 
Mac 9 775 2 55 
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« That is your b e 1 pre. —— 
n+ fume, Madam 7“ 
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It is, Sir: 1 with I had | never ſeen 
tc him. * | 


Jefferfon aſked her many queſtions, and 
) found that her huſband was the individual 
Captain Mac Gregor who was laying ſuch 

cloſe ſiege to Miſs Kingley. He, there- 
fore, requeſted her to inform him, how ſhe 
got acquainted' with bim: which ſhe did, 
and related her whole ftory to him. Jef- 
ferſon was aſtoniſhed; but imagining this 
might prove ſerviceable to his young friend, 
bade her endeavour to keep her ſpirits 

' aſked if ſhe wanted any thing; and 

left ſome money with the woman of the 
"houſe where ſhe was, to provide her with 
| neceſſaries: promiſing to call on her again, 
and bring fome. good ladies in the neigh- 
bourhood with him, who would contribute 
to relieve her from her preſent neceſſities. 
The poor gentlewoman thanked him; and 
he poſted home as as he could, tc 
tell his wife. what bat happened, deſiring 
ber, as ſhe ſtill bad great ſway with Miſs 
| EKingley, to go to her, and. inform her in 
part of this matter, . to perſuade her to 
accompany them that evening to ſee. Mrs. 

. Mac Gregor, Mrs. 3 „ Who had not 
l loſt 


2 


— — —— —— H—H— 2 — err en 


Joſt her fondneſs for communicating Intel | 
ligence, hurried to Miſs Kingley; and ſo 
well did ſhe relate and embelliſh ſuch part 
of the ſtory which her huſband had entruſt- 
ed her with, that ſhe eaſily perſuaded 


- Miſs Kingley to go along with them in 


the afternoon, She accordingly- called on 
them in her coach, and they all went to 
the houſe r the ſick woman Was. 
Jefferſon found her much better than in 
the morning, and then introduced his wife 
and Miſs Kingley. They had brought ſome 
cordials, and other things, proper for her, 
which they very obligingly preſented to 


ber: and after ſhe had recovered a little, 
Jefferſon requeſted the favour of her to re- 
peat the ſtory ſhe had related to him that 
day, as it would much oblige eres La- 

dies. She began as follows: 95 9 75 


My knowledge of 80 Mac Gre- 
e gor, as he called himſelf, tho, in reali- 
«ty, he was but an enſign, began about 
four years ago; and I was then unhap- 
*pily unacquainted with his character, 


« which I have ſince, but too late for my _ 


„peace, learned. It is needleſs to men- 
*tion the place of his birth. He has all 
| . | «the 
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7 
the frugal maxims, fo paitiealarly: adopt. 


« ed by all the lower claſs of the people 
* of that kingdom, ready at his fingers 


«ends. By the intereſt of ſome friend, he 


“got a pair of colours in one of the new. 
« raiſed regiments, Here, while other 
« young men could hardly ſubſiſt upon their 
«pay, he was making money of it. From 
«az conſtant attention to the weakneſs and 


„ failings of his brother officers, he rend- 
«ered himfelf neceſſary,” and agreeable 


«to them all, He praiſed and flattered 
«the ' vain glorious; he aſſiſted the lewd 


ee jn their amours; and, to the prodigal, 
«he lent ſmall ſums of money, which he 


«exited exorbitant intereſt for. His cool- 
© neſs and his avarice made him a gameſter : 


s and the command he had over his tem- 


«per, eternally gave him the ſuperiority 


over the raſh and impetuous; an advan- 


© tage he never failed to make the moſt 


«of. An affair he had with a ſerjeant's 


« wife, obliged him to refund ſome part of 


«his ill-gotten property, to fave bimſelf 


«from a proſecution that would not have 


been very pleaſing to him; and his miſbe- 
_ *haviour with a gentleman who called him 
* into the field, ſo much diſguſted the offi. 


1 cers, | 
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« cers, that they refuſed to roll with him, 
„ and he was obliged to ſell out. How- 
© ever, as the matter was liable to many 
« miſrepreſentations, and he had very art- 
«fully confuſed it ſo, that the truth could 
„not eaſily be come at, his character was 
„ not looked upon as notorious, + He there- 
„ fore came to London: and as the ſaving 
« ayaricious villain, with a few frugal and 


= © honeſt ſentiments in his mouth, which cor- 


©<reſpond with his apparent manner of living, 

© ſhatt be honoured, applauded, and court- 
ed, where the generous and open-ſpirited 
man is deſpiſed. and ſhunned, he found his 
s end anſwered; but he had not any great 
opportunity of putting bis arts in practice 
„till he met me. I was a widow, and ra- 


ther advanced in years, when a young 


„man, whoſe, name was Davis, an half-pay 
« officer, paid his addreſſes to me. I can't 
*ſay but I was pleaſed with, and had con- 
«ſented to be married to him. And here I 
© cannot help reflecting upon my own fool- 
*iſhneſs, to imagine that I ſhould be able 
*to attach a young man to myſelf, who was 
then id; and never. conſidered that it was 
*my fortune, and-not' me, he married: and 
eat that time I was 3 above five thou- 
Lſand pounds. Davis, who 1 really believe 
1 as „„ Was 


* 
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ng — a worthy young man, was a little 
«wild; and tho* he might want part of my 
oF; fortune to clear himſelf in the world, yet I 
bdpelieve he would have had generoſity and 
1 © a, eee enough to treat me well. The 
| day was fixed that was to have made me 
« his wife: and the day before that he had 
& appointed to meet me to ſettle matters. I 
„ then lived in Eſſex, a little way from Lon- 
* 3 don. The greater part of the day paſſed 
PW > 0 away , and I was much ſurprized at never 
hearing from him, Abgut the evening this 
ce Captain Mac Gregor came to me from his 
«friend, with an apology for his abſence, 
The friend of the man who was to be my 
% huſband, I could not refuſe to ſhew every 
_ *ejvility. *0, He delivered the excuſe he was 
e to make for his ſtaying away with a very 
E good grace: and told me hew very unhap- 
+> py his friend was upon that account. I ex- 
x *preſfſed my uneaſineſs at it, and begged to 
„ Kknow the cauſe, He replied, it was ſome 
-  ©*byufineſs that muſt be ſettled. In our con- 
<«yerſation: in Which he artfully mingled 
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s many hints of his own prudence and ceco- | 
v c nomy, happening to ſay, + imagined Mr. = 
* Pauis was a little wild, he replied in ſuch a = © 
„manner as alarmed my ſuſpicions; and beg- ; 
* "ging him to tell me if he knew any thing When 

| . 
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* concerning him, he at fir heſitated, and 
«at laſt declared that he could not, on any 
« account, be concerned in ſuch an affair, 
* without letting me know the truth of the 
© matter, That though Davis was his friend, 
| «he would not be acceſſory to ſuch a piece. 
« of treachery as ſuffering me to fall into his 
*hands, whom he deſcribed as 2 gambler, a 


man of infinite extravagance and expence; 
„ dropped ſome hints as if he had been alrea- 


„dy married, and that he was over head and 
*ears in debt: and to ſhew the. regard he. had 


* for me, offered to give me the moſt con- 
zen proofs of bis being at that inſtant i in l 


a ſpunging.houſe, and, conſequently, if P. 


« martief him, my fortune would become a 


© prey to his ease This ſtory, artfully 
«told, ſunk deep in my heart, I was enrag- 
72 at the villain, as [ then thought him. 


The next day was to be that of my nuptials,, 
* Mac Gregor told me that it would be the 
A beſt proof in the world of the truth of his 
*ſtory, if Davis did not come punctually to 


3 bf 


4. : Bro 


f 


his time. I agreed with him, The next 


„morning early Mac Gregor came to me, and 


no Davis appeared, What ſhall I ſay for 
" myſelf? Irritated at the perſidy of Davis, 
and deluded by the apparent. honeſty of Mac 
6 * I became his wife that day, and 
Þ a , 2 | in 
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4 in an evil hour for me. He did not treat 
eme long even with complaiſance. He ſeiz- 
*ed on my fortune, which I had not pru. 
«dence enough to keep in my own power. 
He removed me to a great diſtance from 
e the metropolis and my friends; and ſoon 
after ſtripped me of every thing I had, and 
left me in the extremeſt poverty. Indeed 1 
_ © might have imagined ſome ſuch thing would 
«have happened from his ill treatment of me. 
* Abuſe and blows I met with daily from 
«him; and, as 1 learned, ſoon after I was 
married, thoſe e of him which I 
have related previous to my knowledge of 
* him, I had every thing to fear. I alſo 
„found that he had been the means of hav- 
| "08 Davis arreſted, in order to keep him 
*away from me, that he' might get me him- 
hy ſelf. His chene was but too ſucceſsful. 
« After enduring much miſery and want, I 
made a ſhift to get thus far, in hopes of 
meeting him in London, and obtaining ſo- 
me redreſs. My relations and friends, who 
*hoped to poſſeſs my fortune, are ſo exaſpe- 
«rated againſt me, that they refuſe to aſſiſt 
me. This is all I have to ſay: and ſeverely 
have I ſuffered from my own imprudence.” 


lic Kingley could bardly ſupport herſelf 
during this narration: but informing herſelf 
where 
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1 morning he returned with a proper authenti- 


FRF" 
1 


gor with Elizabeth Tulford. Miſs Kingley 
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_ tis the only way I have to put myſelf on a 
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„will alſo call on Mrs. Jefferſon .? i 


1 Mac Gregor, ignorant of the blow that | ; 
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where they were ttc and leaving Mrs. 

Mac Gregor with a promiſe of ſeeing ber 1 
the next day; ſhe deſired Mr. Jefferſon would 8 
go poſt to this place, as it was not far off, 

and let her know whether it was true or no. 

For as ſhe expected to ſee Mac Gregor the 

next day ſhe would clear up this matter. 


In the mean time, ſhe ſent an apothecary to 


the ſick woman, Jefferſon, who prudently - 
conjectured that an elucitation of this affair 
would be of the greateſt utility to Wills, de- 
termined to ſtrike the iron while it Was hot; 

and ſet out that very evening. The next 


cation of the marriage of Alexander Mac Gre- 


turned pale at the ſight of it. Oh, Mr. 
« Jefferſon, what have I eſcaped,” ſaid ſhe. 
< The. villain! what evils too have I made 
00 my poor Frank ſuffer! But I ſee that fellow 
„coming. I will diſguiſe my reſentment: 


* footing with him, to be as great an hypo- 5 
*crite as himſelf, L ſhall beg the favour of 
*you to accompany us to ſee his wife. We 


1. 


Was preparing for him, entered Miſs Ring- 
5 7 3 pf 


ley's with a ſmile on his countenance and 
ſhaking his good friend Jefferſon, as he cal- 
led him, by the hand, aſked, Where the 
1 gude lady of the manſion was ? The other 
rreplied, ſhe was above ſtairs, dreſſing herſelf, 
= In a few minutes ſhe came down, and ex- 
preſſing her joy to ſee the captalh , ſaid, he 
had come in good time to attend them on a 
party that they had made. He was very 
_ * happy :” and the coach being come to the 
door, they all ſet out together, calling by 
. way on Mrs, Jefferſon, whom they took 
„ up. She went firſt up ſtairs, and deſired 
5 Mrs. Mac Gregor to prepare herſelf for the 
f ſight of her huſband: at the ſame time re- 
| . {” - -  queſting her to ſtep into a cloſet that was in 
 .. , the room. The reſt of the company follow- 
ed her up as ſoon as they thought. ſhe bad 
| ſettled matters properly, Jefferſon, who en- 
. a tered the room laſt, ſtood againſt the door: 
and . Miſs Kingley who went in before tbe 
captain, as ſoon as ſhe thought him fixed, 
_ aſked Mrs. Jefferſon, © how ſhe ond Mrs. 
1 Mae er this evening YAO? 


I +> « 
4 * 
* ” 
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= Z Wa She is batter, Madam: pray ſtep i in,” 
And opening the cloſet _; the e 

3» wife eres „ 5 0 
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cpninkt; but be "reſolved, to parry it as well 


as he could; and appeared very careleſs, 


though he was half mad at the diſappoint- 


ment and ener He took no notiee ot a; 
her at the firſt. They ſtood ſilent ſome 


moments: at laſt ſhe addreſſed him, ©T ſup- 


« poſe, Mr, Mac Gregor, you are W much IT 


Bs ſurprized. to find me here.“ 


&r prized at the fight of a perſon 1 have not 
40 * the honour of knowing?“ 


Not know me, Sir! but 1 can prove 
0 * myſelf your wife; and will do 1% 


That is an impoſſibility , faid the is. 
trepid n 3 Fs 


| No, Sir; I believe that T ſhall be able 
to do it,” ſaid Miſs Kingley. Then taking 


the certificate from her pocket, ſhe ſhewed 
it to him, and aſked him if he remembered 


ſuch a tranſaction. He acknowledged ſuch 


«For. what, Madam, oi 1 be Eg 


a thing had once happened; and that the 2 


wiſe, mentioned there, Was dead. 


* No, Sir,“ ſaid Jefferſon W 


* this is the lady, and we ſhall find a Means 
1 of © her identity.” 


„„ „„ on « She's ] 
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She's a vile impoſtor Ne ld Mac Gre- 
gor, grinning with rage. "M 


«Well, Sir,” faid Miſs Kingley, then 
| «we will have her puniſhed: and as you 
can prove without doubt where your wife 
« died, I ſhall take this woman. home with 
© me, and keep her ſafe, that ſhe may not 
eſcape: and as ſoon as you prove her a 
„cheat, I will be yours, my worthy cap- 
© tain. Prepare -yourſelf, Madam, to go 
e along with me in the coach; the innocent 
«& captain will accompany us, And I ſhall 
«always be glad to fee you, dear Sir.“ 


This ſpeech, delivered with a ſneer, quite 
diſconcerted the captain. He raved, he 
ſwore, he threatened; which but the more 
convinced them of his guilt. They went 

down ftairs together. Miſs Kingley put Mrs. 
Mac Gregor into the coach, and aſked the 
captain to follow her. No,“ ſaid he; 
4 perdition ſeize you all together! You 

* ſhould have ſhared the ſame fate of that 

old fool, if I could have got you once 
*into my - hands: but you haye n me. 
* Damnation 1 


: He faid no more g 0 but marched off to 
London as faſt as he could, apd -never was 
ſeen in England after, e 1 


Miss Kingley bad reaſon to thank kennel 
for her eſcape: ſhe conſoled Mrs. Mac Gre= 
gor, and aſſured her ſhe would give her an 
annuity for her life; and if ſhe choſe to live 
with her, ſhe might while ſhe lived. Mrs. 
Mac Gregor complied. And now,” ſaid 
Miſs Kingley, I ſhall bave an hourly me- 
* morandum of my folly before my eyes. 8 
«But perhaps my dear boy, my poor Frank, 
4 js ſuffering in indigence and neceſſity, from 
my folly in liſtening to that villain's inſi- 
<* nuations, My dear Mr. Jefferſon, I muſt 
<« once more be troubleſome to you, to en- 
* deayour to find him out. I ſhall never be 
«eaſy till I ſee him, and aſk his forgiveneſs 
for the evils that I have occaſioned him.“ 


I never untertook a taſk with greater 

« pleaſure, Madam. I believe he Was ſadly, 

ce miſrepreſented to vou. I ſhall ſet about 
Lit directly.“ e 


WF 


He did ſo: but his ſearch was in vain. 


Miſs Kingley, whoſe natural · affection for 
her nephew was always very great, though 
froze for a while by the hand of avarice, and 

the 
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the infinuation of Mac Gregor, now thawed 
apace, and her whole heart was deluged 
with the returning ſtream, She conceived 
that her nephew was gone abroad, and that 
he was ruined, or perhaps diſtracted, by 
her unkindneſs. She fell ill. Jeffertot i re. 
vewed his ſearch, and acquainting the people 
where he lodged, and at the coffee-houſe he 
uſed to frequent, with the bad conſequence 
that might attend their concealment of him, 
they directed him at laſt where he might be 
found, which he had ordered to be kept a 
great ſecret, The expreſs which the reader 
has already heard that Wills received, was 
then ſent off, and Jefferſon returned to in- 
form Miſs Kingley of his ſucceſs, She fill 
grew worſe, Her uneaſineſs at her treat. 
ment of him, the reflection of her being 
thus impoſed on, preyed upon her ſpirits, 
and reduced lor. very low: but for fear ſhe 
ſhould be ſnatched away before ſhe could do 
her nephew juſtice, ſhe ſent for a notary, 
- | and, in proper form, bequeathed every thing 
ſhe had in the world to him; making him 
„ ole executor. She grew. worſe and the phy- 
ſicians delivered it as their opinions, ſhe 
could not live another day. Mr. Jefferſon 
conſtantly attended her, and all ſhe had to 
lament in this world was, her not ſeeing her 
5 1 „ Bray 
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dung Frank At that inſtant bo arrived; : for 
he had not delayed a moment to take any - 
reſt by the way. When he heard bow dan- 
gerouſly ill his aunt was, every trace of her 

ill treatment was obliterated, and nothing re- 
mained in his remembrance, but her fond- 
neſs, ber generoſity, and ber tenderneſs to 
him. during his life. As ſoon as ſhe heard he 
was come, ſhe ſent for him. He aproached 
the bed where ſhe lay, choaked with ſorrow. 
„Oh! my child,” ſaid the expiring aunt, 1 

* ſhall now die contented to have ſeen you, 
“Rut you muſt forgive me, indeed you muſt, _ 
« for treating you ſo cruelly, „ U,5,„, 


„Oh! Madam,” faid he, throwing him | 
der d HF knees by her be ſide, ſeizing _ 
ber hand which ſhe held towards him; and 
bathing it with his tears, ©talk not thus, 
«Jt is I who have offended you; let me 
* have the happineſs to hear you pardon 1 me,” 


1 do, I do, Frank; from my ſoul Ido: 
but though I hays uſed you ill when I was. 

*jmpoſed on, I have done you all the juſtice . 

«I could. Indeed, my. dear child, the re- 
* membrance of it lies cloſe, very cloſe to 
* my heart.“ | 


Forget it, forget it, my ever · dear; my 
* much-reyered parent ,” ſaid the affectionate 
Wills 
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Wills, diffolved with tenderneſs and affli&tion; 
Jou never wronged or injured - me,” 


1 


« Let that reſt, F rank: you are, maſter 
& of all our fortune, which has been encreaſ. 


c ed rather than diminiſſled in my hands. 1 
have nothing to recommend to you, but to 
give Mrs. Mac Gregor fifty pounds a year 


<« while ſhe lives; why, Mr. Jefferſon will 


tell you, who has been your very good 
friend: take care of him.” | 


Her ſpeech failed her, and Wills 3 


The was gone, He called for help, and ſhe 
recovered again. He ſat by her. He kept 
his hand in hers, and ſhe juſt recovered her 
' ſpeech to bid him farewell. Recommending 
her ſpirit into the hands of him who gave it, 


and fixing her dying eyes upon her beloved 


nephew, ſhe expired without a groan. 


— 
* 
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A trip zo Pine. bill. The hiſtory and chap: 


ter concluded by two engagements. 


much afflicted at her death, He con- 
ferred with Jefferſon concerning Mrs. Mac 


Gregor, who: informed him of * villany of 
. the 


ILLS, who really loved his aunt , Was 
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the Captain. He could ſcarcely believe it. 


| ſhe did not live a great while to benefit by 
it. He buried his aunt along with her two 
ſiſters, with great ſolemnity and pomp; and, 
inſpe&ing her papers, found himſelf maſter 


a year, and, in mortgages and ſecurities for 
money, to the value of near eighty five thou- 
ſand. pounds more; a diſtant relation having 
left her near twenty thouſand pounds, when 
ſhe did not want it. This circumſtance Wills 
knew-nothing of, till after her death. And 
now he prepared to viſit his adorable Juliet, 


could have made him forget for a moment. 
He, therefore, as ſoon as he had put himſelf 


Pine:-hill, taking ſome cloaths, &c. for Law- 
ſon, who, as he ſuppoſed, ftood in want of 


them. But we think it neceſſary, both for 


our reader and ourſelf, being much more ex- 


of a landed eſtate of about fix hundred pounds 


and ſervants in mourning , ſet out poſt for 


However, he obeyed his aunt's deſire, though 


whom, nothing but his affection for his aunt, ; 


peditiouſly conveyed than Wills, to ſtep be- 


fore him to Pine-hill, and ſee what has been 


1 


doing in his abſence. We promiſed alſo to 


London: and this was not occaſioned by any 


"o 
«4%; 


inform our ſaid reader, what was the reaſon 5 
Why Lawſon would not accompany Wills to 


want of friendſhip in him, but becauſe he 


232 


thought he ſhould employ bis time much 


better in talking to Sophia Belton, with 
whom he was much ſmitten. 


Sir Lionel Harcourt had given Mr. and Miſs 


Belton an invitation to come to Pine-hill : and 


the two young ladies ſoon became intimate, 


Sir Lionel Harcourt, whoſe character we 
have already delineated, grew, on a ſudden, 
the reverſe of what he had been: he became 


generous and affable, He preſerved his dig- 


nity , but did it without that offenſive pride 
and haughtineſs that ſerved only to diſguſt 
every body that came near him. As this is 


one of thoſe changes that ſhould be properly 


accounted for to make it probable, we ſhall 


endeavour to aſſign ſome reaſons for it. Sir 


Lionel, who had always regarded the acqui- 
ſition of wealth as a means of making himſelf 
beloved, had, from an unequal diſtribution of 


the gifts of fortune in his favour, attached 


| himſelf to that maxim. For ſeveral years he 
: adhered cloſely to it, but it did not anſwer 
his end. The ſeverity of his temper, and the 
> diſtance he kept the reſt of mankind at, pro- 


Aduced fear and diſtruſt. He did not want 
1 ſenſe: he had alſo applied himſelf lately very 
cloſely to reading, and had conſequently im- 
md it: * he could not 3 his man- 


ners 
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ners confirmed by time. be ſeene with 
Wills at the juſtice's ſhewed him the path he 
ſhould have followed. © This young man,” 
ſaid he, © with ſo trifling a fortune, has done 
„much good, and rendered himſelf beloved 
„by every body. He feels for diſtreſs, and 
«relieves it. He muſt have more pleaſure 
„in doing ſo, than I have had in the accu- 
* mulation of Schon I am not aſhamed to 
„be taught.” Lord Cotſwold's character alſo 
appeared to him in a ſhocking light: and he 
ſecretly rejoiced at his daughter's having 
eſcaped an union with a man of his princi- 
ples. He therefore began to practiſe the re- 

verſe of the conduct he had heretofore pur- 
ſued: be ſucceeded to his wiſh; and found 
joy and affection in every eye that uſed to 
look; on him with fear and hatred. B 


| Lawſon, who, as Wills friend, was 
well received at Mr. Belton's at firſt, was 
now careſſed on his own account, and drank 
large draughts of love from Sophia's eyes. 
He was not diſagreeable to her. Tis true, if 
ſhe had not known that Wills's heart was 
engaged, ſhe would have been more happy 
with him; but Lawſon, on that account, 
Was ſoon c on a wry good footing: with her. 


When 
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When Wills arrived at Pine-hill, Sir Lio- 
nel received him with great affection: and 
having already learned from his daughter's 
mouth, that he was her deliverer; he told 
him that he muſt be indebted to bim to take 
care of her, ſince he had ſaved her life. 
Wills thanked him with great joy, and ac- 
gquainting him of the ſituation of his fortune. 
Sir Lionel congratulated him on it, and told 
him he would ſent Juliet to wiſh him joy alſo. 
She came blooming like the morning, and, 
bluſhing as ſhe ſpoke, welcomed him to Pi. 
ne-hill. Wills ſnatched her to his enraptured 
arms, and enjoyed the bleſſing of a willing 
embrace. And here, reader if thou wert 
ever in love, and met the admired object, 
full of tenderneſs, joy, and mutual love, 
thou mayeſt form ſome idea of the rapturous 
interview of this virtuous, this lovely pair. 
We confeſs our powers to be totally inade- 
quate to the deſcription of it, and therefore 
we ſhall not attempt it. Wills, however, 
"was happy to his ntmoſt wiſhes, in the ſight 
and affection of his beloved Juliet. He pre- 
ſented her With a very coſtly and elegant ſet 
of jewels he had purchaſed, and which ſne 
received as a mark of his eſteem for her. Sir 
Lionel commended his taſte and gallantry, 
when his dear child ſhewed them to him; 
Ta | | * 
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her eyes ſparkling. with pleaſure and tranſ- 
port, while ſhe diſplayed that trophy of her 
charms, and preſented by his hand. In a 
few days Mr, and Miſs Belton, -and Lawſon, 
came to Pine- hill: they were a family of har- 
mony and love, and nothing was talked of 


but the approaching ceremony that was to 
complete their ONE. 


In the mean time, Lord Cotſwold bore 
very indignantly the lump of Wills at the 


juſtice's: and hearing of this change i in Me. 
fortune, and the preparations they were mak- . | 


ing at Pine. hill for his nuptials with his quon- 
dam miſtreſs, determined to call him to 'an 


account for the liberties he had taken with 


him. He accordingly ſent a gentleman, a 
friend of his, to Pine-hill, with a meſſage to 
Mr. Wills, naming the day and place where 
he expected to meet him with a friend. 
Wills promiſed to be punctual; and inform- 
ing Lawſon of the matter, they ſet out very 

early the next morning, and found his Lord- 

ſhip ready. Wills aſked him, © what was 

« the cauſe of this meſſage?” He replied, 
„his extraordinary inſolence, and his Fe hy 
ing to Miſs Harcourt.” 1 


«*Nay,” faid Wills, it is your inſolence 
» ſhould 'be . and as for Mifs Har- 
. „ 
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„court, he muſt kill me, who poſſeſſes ber. | 
Not to loſe my life in aſſerting my right to 
cher, would ſpeak me baſe indeed.” | 


They both drew: the ſeconds interpoſ- 
ed, and wiſhed ſome mode of reconciliation 
. 8 be found out. Lord Cotſwoid ſaid, 
* there could be none deviſed, that would 
«waſh away the ſtain of infamy that Mr, Wills 
* had caſt upon him, but his blood.” Wills 
then deſired Lawſon to ſtand aſide, and they 
engaged. Fortune was at the ee pretty 
equal. Wills received the firſt wound. The 
ſword paſſed under his arm, and ſcratched 
bim, but ſlightly : but his Lordſhip, not hav- 
ing recovered ſoon enough from his lunge to 
guard 2gainſt his antagoniſt's agility, he got 
within his guard, and diſarmed him. * You 
< are born to triumph over me, ſaid Lord 
. „and J muſt yield to you perfor— 
ce. I won't remain here a witneſs of your 
vob es obtained at my expence.“ He 
quitted the field, and left the kingdom ſoon 


UW  . after, Wills get his wound dreſſed. Being 
| very ſmall, it was ſoon healed; and he hop- 
ed the affair would not be made know. As 
they were returning, Lawſon acquainted him 
with the ſituation of bis heart: and his friend 
' promiſed to do every thing he could for him. 

"rb As 


As neither Wills nor ' Lawſon could be 


4 04 in the morning, it gave great uneaſi- 


Wines to the family at Pine-hill. The women 


knew not what was the cauſe of it: and both 
Juliet and Sophy were very unhappy, and 


communicated their fears to each other, 


However, Sir Lionel compoſed them A little, 


by ſaying, he was ſure they were gone 


upon ſome frolic, and intended to ſurprize 
*the girls on their return.“ But to Belton he 
could not help owning, that he was as unea- 


ſy as they were, He was not a little pleaſ- 


ed to ſee them return: and preſſing Wills 
very home concerning his morning expedi. 
tion, he learned the truth with much difficul- 


ty from him, which he entreated him to con- 


ceal from Juliet. However, the ſervants, . 
| having ſeen Lord Cotſwold's carriage driv- 


ing in a hurry from the field, mentioned it 
at home, and it came to Juliet's ears; who, 
gueſſing what had happened, gently chid her 
lover for expoſing his life to danger, which 
| was ſo dear to her. Wills calmed her fears 
by promiſing never to offend again. He did 
not let his friend's affair cool: but recom- 


| mended Lawſon ſtrongly to Mr. Belton: and 
Sophy not oppoſing, they determined to be 


made © happy on the lame day. 
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It came at laſt, ad the two friends were 
ſupremely bleſſed. Nor was the j Joy on this 


occaſion confined to them alone: the Whole | 


country partook of it, The fathers grew : 
- yourg again in the proſpect of the happineſs 
of their dear children. Wills, poſſeſſed of 
every” thing- the heart of man can wiſh for, 
' ſhews his gratitude, by endeavouring to ma- 

'ke every body happy about him. In this taſk 
he is aſſiſted by his lovely partner, who 
begins to grow too unwieldy to take much 
ce. | 


The reward of guilt is miſery: The tena- 
ciouſneſs of avarice brings its own puniſh- 
ment: The violation of truth is followed by 
Thame and remorſe; and a life of iniquity is 
terminated -in woe, But peace and honour 
ſhall attend on him, whoſe honeſt and up. 
right heart; conſcious of its integrity ac- 
tuated by a principle of univerſal benevolen- 
ce, feels and relieves, not only the diſtreſſes 
of virtue and merit, but even ſtrives to aſſua- 
ge the anguiſh that is the eternal lot of the 
wicked: happineſs ſhall ſtand at his right 

hand, and content ſhall crown his days. 
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